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Some propoſals are offered to the public For the 
benefit of authors, and others. 


E ſhall now, by the reader's 
| good leave, lay down our pen 


for a moment, as an hiſtorian ; 
and take it up again for the ſame ſpace of 
time, as an author. Now, whenever a 
- Vo. Ib — writer 


2 Tuk ADVENTURES or 


writer forſakes the ſubject, on which he 
ought to ſpeak, it is almoſt an impoſſibi- 
lity for him to ſpeak of any thing but 
himſelf, and his own works. So natural, 
indeed, is this ſpecies of vanity to the 
whole race of ſcriblers, that we make 
no doubt but the reader, from this de— 
claration of ours, will be led to expect 
from us a moſt exact and accurate deſcrip- 
tion of our own perſon, as well as ſome 
very learned encomiums on our own writ- 
ings and genius. nn, 


For once, however, the world ſhall be 
diſappointed. Inſtead of dedicating this 
chapter to myſelf, and my own works en- 
tirely, I ſhall ſcarce ſay a ſingle word on 
two ſuch inſignificant ſubjects; but ſhall, 
with an uncommon degree of benevolence, 
proceed to ſpeak of authors in general, 
and, if the chapter ſhould not be long 
enough without it, perhaps of certain pro- 
ductions of the modern age in particular. 


As 
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As I was ſaying then, concerning myſelf 
and my own works: with regard to bulk 
and ſtature.— No; I mean, as I was fſay- 
ing, or rather, according to ſome of your 
learned divines, as I ſhould ſay, concern- 
ing other men and their works, we moſt 
humbly conceive, and in this opinion we 
are far from being ſing alar, that authors in 
general are a ſet of idle and uſeleſs mem- 
bers in a ſociety, and their works ought 
1 always to be regarded as objects of ſcorn 
and ridicule; and for this, perhaps, two 
very ſubſtantial reaſons may be aſſigned : 


3 the firſt is, becauſe ſome degree of learn- 
* ing is abſolutely requiſite in an author; 
. and the ſecond, becauſe learning in no de- | 
3 gree whatever, as far as we have been able 
I, to diſcover, hath been found of the leaſt 
e, ſervice in getting money. For theſe two 
l, moſt convincing reaſons, we ſhall pronounce 
8 the whole tribe of ſcribblers, ſuch as your 
o- Shakeſpeares, your Johnſons, your Fletch- 
E ers, your Fieldings, your Robinſons, 


and your Smolletts, to be the moſt unne- 
As | =—F ceſſary 
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ceſſary animals in the whole common- 
wealth; and indeed, as there is no doubt 
but they are ſo, we ſhall take the liberty 
-of making a modeſt propoſal to the public 
for getting rid of them. 8 

It would in my opinion be worth our 
while, to tranſport all the authors of repu- 
tation in the kingdom, together with ſome 
thouſands of the inferior clergy, lawyers, 
and phyſicians, into the new-diſcovered 
country of the Patagonians, in order to 
their making a complete conqueſt of that 
nation. By theſe means, it the detach- 
ment ſhould meet with ſucceſs, our coun- 
trymen would have the ſatisfaction of ob- 
taining a fine part of the globe, and ſome 
tall ſoldiers at a ſlight expence; but if on 
the contrary, the authors, clergy, lawyers, 
and phyſicians, ſnould chance to have their 
throats cut, or to be knocked on the head, 
why then our. countrymen would have the 
greater ſatisfaction of getting rid of certain 
- burdenſome members of the community; 


U 
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| 
for whom, on account of their very educa- 
tion, they ſeem to have no manner of em- 
ploy ment. 


But ſhould ſome of our grave politicians 
object to this ſcheme, as thinking the very 
conveyance would be attended with too 
great an expence; and as this may very 
provably be the caſe, we would then, with 
all tenderneſs and humanity, adviſe, that 
gibbets ſhould be erected in all the public 
places of this metropolis, and that the au- 
thors, clergy, lawyers, and phyſicians, 
abovementioned, ſhould be tucked up with- 
out the leaſt ceremony, trial, or indict- 
ment. Nor do I know of any objection, 
that can poſſibly be made to this propoſal, 


_ unleſs it may be thought, that it would be 


cruel and tyrannica] to the laſt degree, to 
put ſo conſiderable a body of men to death, 


for no other reaſon, but for their having a- 


little more ſenſe and learning than their 
neighbours : but this objection, I fancy, 
will be deemed of no effect, when it is to 
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be conſidered, that no- body but the crimi- 
nals themſelves will have ſenſe enough to 
make it, 


Notwithſtanding theſe cogent reaſons, 
ſhould the two foregoing ſchemes be un- 
fortunately rejected, by a fatality which at- 
tends many other excellent ſchemes, my 
third and laſt propoſal is, that all the uſe- 
leſs members of the community abovemen- 
tioned, ſhould be collected together, thrown 
into a regiment, and trained up under the 
command of thoſe two preternatural geni- 
uſes, Meſſrs. Price and Sampſon ; then 
might they be ſeen, to the number of ſome 
thouſands, galloping upon their heads, and 
| Kicking their heels about them in the air, 
for the entertainment of place- men, deans, 
= biſhops, kept miſtreſſes, and the reſt of 

the people of this realm, who have nothing 
at all to do. | 


But theſe propoſals are to be underſtood, 
as only reſpecting writers of ſome ſpirit and 
viva- 
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vivacity. Thoſe grave and learned gentle- 
men, who compoſe dictionaries, magazines, 
voyages and travels; thoſe who climb into 
preferment upon their own folio annota- 
tions on the ſacred writings, as well as the 
compilers of our modern dialogues, which, 
though a ſpecies of compoſition entirely un- 
heard of, till the preſent age, are frequently 
chriſtened by the names of comedies, tra- 
gedies, and dramatic pieces; thole ſervice- 
able members of ſociety are to proceed in 
their old track.. They are to eat, drink,. 
nod, ſleep and ſnore, as uſual. 


Having now ſhewn all deference and re- 
ſpect to my brother authors, I muſt beg 
leave to ſay a word or two of myſelf, con- 
trary to my firſt reſolution; and I hold 
myſelf excuſed, becauſe what I am going 
to communicate to the reader, is abſolutely | 
neceſſary for his information; and it is 
more than probable, that | ſhall never have 
another opportunity of doing it. 


B. 4 . A: 
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As this work of mine is a novel, or 2 
hiſtory, or a bcok of memoirs, in which 
many real pictures of human life are to be 
found; if there ſhould chance to be in it 
any thing too light or- too ludicrous, or 
what may any way offend the gravity of 
any particular reader, let me beſeech him 
to lay the book down, without abuſing or 
inſulting the author, and never to lay his 
hands on it hereafter; for if he is already 
offended, it is a thouſand to one but be 
will be offended again, as it is my intention 
to laugh as long as J am able, in ſpite of 
all the grave faces in the whole world. 


Should any one be diſguſted after having 
received this notice, it muſt be imputed to 
his own account; for as we have acknow- 
ledged the book to be a novel, whoever 
looks for folemn ſentences, weighty pro- 
verbs, and learned quotations, mult be ne- 
ceſſarily diſappointed : a novel it is, and a 
novel it ſhall be. Though we have made 


this declaration before, we thought proper 
| to 
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to make it over again; for as it is well 
known, that this is one of the moſt thick-. 


| headed generations, that ever made its ap- 


pearance on the face of the earth, it might 
perhaps, without this, repetition, have 
thought, we were writing a treatiſe of reli- 
gion, a lyric poem, or an eſſay on a fiddle. 
ſtick, No. Whenever we are induced to 
attempt any of thoſe arduous undertakings, . 
we ſhall endeavour to be as dull, as prolix, 
and as unintelligible, as the beſt of our 
iluſtrious predeceſlors... 


We ſhall 'finiſh this ſhort” addreſs with 
informing the public, that is, that part of 
it which ſhall read our work, that by ſome 
accident or other, a few blunders, in point 
of orthography and punctuation, may be 
found in this performance, which unluckily - 
eſcaped the notice of the corrector, Theſe 
are to be attributed to the ſtupidity of the 
author, or the miſtake of the printer, juſt- 
as ſhall ſeem good to the ſagacity of the 
gentle reader and the candid critic ; and it: 

| 5. che 
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the gentle reader, and the candid critic, 
can find any other faults whatever, the 


gentle reader and the candid critic are at 
full liberty to mend them. 


r 
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Contains freſh proofs of Mr. Practiſe's ama- 
zing friendſhip and addreſs. . 


As ſoon as Claſſic arrived in town, he diſ- 
poſed of himſelf at private lodgings, 
with an. intention of continuing there, till he 
could meet with an opportunity of engaging- 
at ſome other ſchoal; for this was the only 
feaſible ſcheme he could. think of for his 
ſupport. But as his finances were now in 


a. better condition, than they had uſually . 


been, he determined to indulge himſelf . 
for ſome time in the diverſions of the place, 
as never doubting but .a vacancy would 
happen, the very moment that he found i 
himſelf inclined to enter again on his for- 
mer way of life. This. relaxation was cer- 


tainly well-timed, , and might have been 


ſerviceable to his - conſtitution, could he 


have confined himſelf within proper bounds. 


B 6: But 


% 
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But our hero's misfortune was, that whilſt 
he had a guin-a in his pocket, it was abſo- 
lutely impoſſible for him to reſiſt any temp- 
tation of ſpending it, that offered. Amongſt 
many other excellent imperfections, he was 
always obſerved to ſhew too much regard 
to things preſent, and to profeſs the ut- 
moſt contempt for futurity. 


Being of this ſecure lpoft ition, the 
theatres and taverns ſoon exhauſted his 0 
pockets, and he found himſelf on a ſudden f 
plunged in the deepeſt diſtreſs, without 
having been once ſtartled at the diſtant ap- 
proaches of poverty; but when it was too 
late, he could reflect upon his extravagance, 
and that wretchedneſs which muſt always 
be the certain conſequence of it. He had 
now ſufficient opportunity to moralize, for 
he was in London without a ſingle ſhilling 
in his pocket, or a friend who would aſſiſt 
him with one; and at laſt he was compelled 
to part with his wardrobe, in order to re- 
lieve the immediate neceſſities of nature, 

5 


th 6s * 


. 
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In this fituation, the horrors of which. 
were keenly felt by a youth. of his ſenſibi- 
lity, he applied for admiſſion into ſeveral. 
ſchools, and as conſtantiy had the mortifi- 
cation of being rejected; and on. account, 
of his appearance, as he afcerwards under- 
ſtood. Even in matters, of. this importance 
a much greater regard. is, paid to dreſs, 
than to the intrinſic qualifications of the 
candidate. A ſpruce uſher, with little or 
no underſtanding, will always get a much 
greater ſalary than a doctor of divinity 
himſelf, ſhould he appear in a thread-bare 
coat, or diſcover any other the leaſt ſymp- 
roms of poverty. | 


In this exigency of his fortune, Practiſe, 
like his good genius, appeared before our 
hero, to whom Claſſic immediately im- 


parted his diſtreſs. That gentleman, who 


had often laboured under the ſame diffi- 
culties with his friend, immediately divined 
the cauſe of his rejection, though at the 
fame time, he declared himſelf incapable 


of 
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af removing it by any pecuniary aſſiſtance, 
as he was not at that time maſter of quite 
fourteen ſhillings and ſix-pence. However, 

IN tell you what, Oxy mel, ſays he, though. | 
Ii have not money, I; have got intereſt. _ þ 
There is my taylor lives at the bottom of 
this here ſtreet, and I will recommend you 
to him. He will be glad to truſt you, upon 
my account; Iam certain he will: for you, | 
muſt know, he has-a very great opinion of. 
me; and beſides. this, I ſettle his books. 
for him every three months. 4 


Claſſic. accepted this friendly offer with-. | 
out the leaſt heſitation, and even aſked ; | 
Practiſe's advice about. the. colour of the 
cloth which he. ſhould. chuſe. Practiſe at 
firſt declared for white, as being very pret- 
ty and genteel; but at laſt, after half an 
hour's conſideration, he obſerved, that as 
our hero had only one ſuit, that colour 
would be very improper amongſt the duſt 
and cobwebs of a ſchool. True, faid Claſ- 


ic; and beſides, I look beſt in black; but 
| then 
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then a ſuit of black, after. a general mourne 
ing, makes a. man ſuſpected of having: 
bought his cloaths in Monmouth-ſtreet, 


þ | You are quite right, indeed, replied Prac- 


tiſe; but rat the colour, never. mind the- 
colour, till we get there. My-friend will: 
new you patterns enough, and ſo you may 


pleaſe yourſelf, Come, come along, will; 


you ? Oh! here's. the. houſe; follow. me, 


my boy, follow. me. But hark'ee, cries: 


Claſſic, don't you make one of your curſed | 
blunders here, as you did when you intro- 
duced me to. the. fair lady by Moorfields, | 
under the character of a pen - maker. Pſhaw!+ - 
pſhaw !' replied. Practiſe, with a kind of, 
arch ſurprize, that was quite a different 
caſe. I am very intimate, here IJ am go- 
ing now; and though maſter Ferrandine is 
worth ſeven or eight. hundred pounds, I. 
can talk to him as freely as I can to you. 


Our heroes having arrived at the land of 
premiſe, were uſhered. into a neat parlour, 
where they waited — time for the ap- 


Peax⸗ 


46 Tre ADVENTURES OF. 


pearance of Mr. Ferrandine, who having. 
at length diſengaged himſelf from ſome 
other cuſtomers, ' tripped into the room 
with the air and vivacity of a French dan- 
cing- maſter; for it. is to be obſerved, that | 
he was a beau by nature, as well as by pro- 
feſſion. Mr. Ferrandine, at his entrance, 
bowed, ſmiled, and fimpered; and then 
deſiring the gentlemen to be ſeated, aſked 
Mr. Practiſe, with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
what had procured him the favour of ſo 
agreeable a viſit, To this genteel demand» 
PraRiſe bluntly anſwered, that he had a 
. cuſtomer. to recommend to him, who want-: 
ed a whole ſuit of cloaths; and this buſi- 
neſs was ſo agreeable to the taylor, that he 
interrupted Practiſe with a. Will you and 
your friend do me the honeur of drink- 
ing a glaſs of wine with me?“ The wri- 
ting-maſter (whoſe modeſty we have before 
recorded) declined the offer; but conceiv- 
iag an happy omen from this courteous be- 
haviour of luis hoſt, told him, that perhaps 
his friend might have occaſion for a * 


Z 
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of ſuits, inſtead of one; that is to ſay, con- 
tinued he, with a moſt ſignificant look, 
provided you have no objection, maſter 
Ferrandine. I, objection replied Mr. 


Ferrandine; very good indeed, very good 


indeed; ha! ha! Come, gentlemen, it is 
a cold, raw day, you muſt have a glaſs of 
wine; nay, no denial; I inſiſt upon it. 


Here, Betty, a bottle of the beſt red port 


this inſtant. 


The bottle was immediately produced, 
and whilſt the taylor was employed in un- 
corking it, our great ſpokeſman proceeded 
after this manner with his recommendation, 
This gentleman is an intimate acquaint- 
« ance of mine, and a very worthy man, 


I aſſure you. He taught Latin a good 


** while at the ſame ſchool, where I am 
«* wricing-maſter, head writing-maſter ; 
but at preſent, poor fellow, he's out of 
*© buſineſs, and to tell you the truth, he 
is not likely to get into any ſoon: at 


5 ically not till he hes got himſelf new- 
"OE" rigged; 


ce 
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e rigged; for a man, you know, in our 

% profeſſion, muſt appear genteel. To be 

% ſure, he has been very extravagant, or 
* elfe he might have had money in his 
| „ pocket; but what of that? You muſt 
5 et him have two good ſuits of cloaths, 
oi as I was ſaying; and as ſoon as he is 
* able,'I will take care that he — Pay 
« you for them.” 


Towards the latter part of this harangue, 
the taylor looked remarkably grave; and 
before it was quite concluded, thruſt the 
cork back into the bottle, and ordered his 
fervant to fet the wine by, till it was called 
for. Claſſic looked on this behaviour as 
the prelude to a refuſal, nor was he de- 
ceived in his divination; for Mr. Ferran- 
dine, turning to his friend Practiſe, told 
him, he was very ſorry that he could not 
oblige him, but that he had unluckily 
taken a reſolution never to work but for 
ready- money; and beſides that, he pro- 


ceeded to inform Mr. Practiſe, that he him- 
ell. 
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dur ſelf was conſiderably in arrears to him; that 
be he had his journeymen to pay off, and that 
his wife was on the point of being brought 


As ſaon as Claſſic heard this declaration, 
he immediately ſnatched his hat up, and 
| marched out of the houſe, though not 
without curſing his uncivil hoſt, for a 
mean - ſpirited, ſuſpicious raſcal ; and Prac- 
. tiſe obſerving the motions of his friend, 
Þ hurried after him, with as much expedi- 
tion as his mutilated member would al- 
low of. 


Mr. Practiſe, indeed, ſcudded through 
the ſtreet with ſuch amazing velocity, 
(which perhaps might in ſome meaſure pro- 
ceed from certain hints and inuendos he 
had juſt received) that he ſoon came up 
with our hero, who was waiting for him at 
the corner. As ſoon as he had joined Claſ- 
fic, this moſt excellent comforter, in the 
tulneſs of his heart, and the utmoſt ſince- 
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rity of friendſhip, told him, (by way of 
condolance, we preſume) that now he could 


not tell what in the whole world they 


ſhould do. Though Claſſic himſelf was 
pretty much of the ſame mind, yet he 
revolved the affair over and over again, 
and in all probability would have held his 
conſultation in the open ſtreet, till next. 
morning, had not Practiſe propoſed, that 
they ſhould adjourn the debate to a-neigh- 
bouring, alehouſe, where he was. fully per- 
ſuaded that they ſhould receive. ſome hea- 
venly inſpiration, that would help to extri- 
cate them from their preſent diſtreſs. 


AN 
nf 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


Which, it is to be hoped, will be underſtocd 
Ly married women, and old maids only. 


HIS propoſal, notwithſtanding the 
miſerable condition of his finances, 
was heartily embraced by Claſſic, who de- 


| termined to indulge his genius that night, 


whatever might be his fortune afterwards ; 


1 and this part of his conduct may perhaps 


appear excuſable, when it is reflected, that 
the ſevereſt economy could have been but 
of little fervice to him in his preſent cir- 
cumſtances: but had he known that his 
whole future welfare depended on his tem- 


Perance, even a conſideration of that im- 


portance would have had but little effect 
on him; for he had now accidentally 
lighted on an houſe of jollity, where he 
made ſo quick a tranſition from extreme 
forrow to extreme joy, that all his cares 

and 


q 
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and miſeries were ſoon baniſhed from his 
remembrance. 1 


Both our heroes, indeed, were ſo de- 
lighted with their accommodations, that 
they ſoon diſpatched a gallon of that divine 
Engliſh liquor, which is ſuperior in taſte q 
and flavour to the falernian of the ancients, | 
or the burgundy of the moderns. And ſo 
far were they from ſtopping here, that they ; 
continued their carouſal, till the reſt of the L 
company took their leave; and the land- J 
lord, who was a religious man, gave them 5 
notice, that it was high time to depart, 


This declaration ſounded like a thunder- 


Ste 


clap in their ears; and Claſſic, who was 1 
provoked at ſuch ungentleman- like beha- 
viour, took upon him to diſpute the autho- 
rity of the houſe : but all his remonſtrances 
were ineffectual, for mine hoſt would be 
' obeyed, and inſiſted on their diſcharging 
the reckoning immediately, on penalty of 
being delivered to the watch in caſe of non- 
com- 
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28 compliance. Claſſic Was on the point of 
5 returning a moſt ferocious anſwer to this 


inexorable baſhaw, when Practiſe, thruſt. 
ing his head and right-arm forward, gently 
ſtroaked the publican over his fat belly, 
and told him, in a moſt ſubmiſſive and in- 
ſinuating tone, that he was highly to be 
commended for keeping good. order in his 
territories; but yet, continued Practiſe, 


| for once you may break through old rules; 


and beſides, I have taken a great liking to 
your company, and inſiſt on drinking a pot 
or two with you, before I go. Come, ho- 
& neſt guts, take your pipe, and fit down. 


Guts! returned mine hoſt, guts! you 
limping raſcal ! you dot-and-go-one ſcoun- 
drel! Here, turn out, gentlemen, turn 
out. (3-d-damme, I would not draw ano- 


ther pot for king G G—ge himſelf, God bleſs 
him, | 


Claflic began to ſwear with ſome degree 
of vehemence at this treatment, and even 
Practiſe himſelf (though he could ſcarce 


fpeak) 
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ſpeak) was ſo much enraged, that he hic- 7 
cupped out his reſentment. The alterca- 
tion, in all probability, would have ended 
in blows, had not the watch arrived at that „ 
inſtant, and interfered in the ſquabble. 
Though our hero was very far from enter. 
taining any great reſpect for theſe nightly 4 
commanders, and was now ſtrongly tempt- 
ed to exerciſe his waggiſhneſs on their lant- 
horns, yet luckily reflecting on the infir- ; I 
mity of his companion, who was by no 
means qualified for nocturnal riots, he ci. 
villy wiſhed his landlord and the myrmi. 
dons a good morning, and taking Practiſe | 
under his arm, fallied forth into the ſtreet. 


Inſtead of retiring to their lodgings, to 4 
ſuch a pitch of divine inſpiration were they 
both raiſed, that they determined to perſe- 
vere in celebrating the rites of Bacchus; if 
they could meet with a kind reception from 
any of his votaries. In conſequence of this 
reſolution, they rambled about the town, 


without knowing where they went, with 
full 
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full purpoſe of executing their defign, till 
at length they found themſelves at that ex- 
tremity of London, which is known by the 
name of Hyde-park- corner. Amazed at 
the ramble they had taken, they ſtopt, in 
order to deliberate on their motions, when 
they were ſuddenly accoſted by two of thoſe 
kind nymphs of pleaſure, who are born for 


the comfort and convenience of ſingle men, 


Our heroes immediately fell into conver- 
ſation with the ladies, and, as chance would 
have it, the taller of the two, whu was 
above the ordinary ſize of a grenadier, 
walked off with Practiſe, who (as has been 
before obſerved) was not quite five feet in 
height; whilſt the other, who was remark- 
able for the ſmallneſs of her make and ſta- 
ture, fell to the lot of Claſſic : and thus 


unequally paired, they by mutual conſent 


ſeparated into different parts of the Park, 


The god of love, that modeſt, humble 


deity, does not always require a temple 


*> Vor. II. C built 
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built with hands. His rites may as well 
be performed in the open air, as in the 
moſt ſilent and myſterious retirement. On 
occaſion, a tree, a wall, a ſentry- box, may 
ſerve as well, as the rich carpeis of Aſia, 
or the ſoft featkher- beds of Europe. Nay, 
in this very place, there was ſcarce a ſhrub, 
or daiſy, which had not been duly conſe- 
crated to the ſervice of that mighty power. 


Our hero and his lady had not walked 
far, before they took ſhelter under the 
friendly arms of a large-ſpreading oak, the 
trunk of which, covered with a ſort of 
moſs, ſofter than down itſelf, and gradu- 
ally floping from the earth, ſeemed placed 
there by nature, to give an invitation to 
wandring lovers. . | 


But what, alas! 1 all this? The 
reader has been already informed, or it 
he has not, we take the liberty of in_ 
forming him now, that our hero was in 
reality near ſix feet in height; and this 
we do, not for the paultry conſideration 
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of billing up half a page, but becauſe many 


of Oxymel's adventures abſolutely depend 
on this circumſtance. Had he been fifteen 
inches ſhorter than he was, the world in all 
probability would have been preſented ith 
bis epitaph in the next chapter. 


Our readers then will pleaſe to recollect, 
that Claſſic was ſix feet in height, and that 
the lady, who is now ſtanding with her 
back againſt the trunk of a wide-ſpreading 
oak, and with her eyes fixed upon the 
moon, was not ſo high by almoſt a foot 
and an half. If they conſider this with 
the attention it deſerves, they muſt natu- 
rally imagine, that her preſentdituation was 
very inconvenient to her admirer, 


| You'll fay indeed, he might have knelt 
down ; true: but then he would have been 
as much too ſhort, as he was too tall before, 
Whether our exact meaning is compre- 
hended or no, we cannot determine z hows 
ever, it is certain, that the lady agreed to 
change her poſition, if another ſhilling was 
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advanced; for, ſays ſhe, my dear, you 


know, that by ſo doing I ſhall dirty my 
new gown.” 


7 Ea who would not have been dit. 
appointed for the univerſe, immediately 
complied with the nymph's requeſt, and 
they accordingly removed to a place more 
convenient to their purpoſes. But as we 
have the greateſt regard for the morals of 


acquainted with the nicety, the chaſtity, 
the delicacy of this preſent bleſſed and vir- 
tuous generation, we are determined, at 
all events, not to proceed an inch farther 
with ſo comical a ſubject. We ſhall only 
obſerve, (and we would not have done even 
this, could we poſſibly have avoided it) 
that as after lying down, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for a man to get up again, ſo Claſ- 
ſic, in performing this function of the bo- 
dy, ſtumbled over ſomething that lay in 


of Rocheſter's poems. 


our readers, and beſides this, are perfectiy 


his way, which, on examination, proved 
to be à book, generally known by the name 


A 
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As ſoon as he had committed this im- 
portant acquiſition to his pocket, he went 
in ſearch of his friend and companion, who 
had for ſome time laboured under a few 


difficulties as well as himſelf. Theſe, how- 


ever, he contrived to remove; for the lit- 
tle gentleman having luckily found an old 
wheelbarrow near his ſcene of action, like 
a prudent and conſummate general in the 
art of love, made the ſame uſe of it that 
ſoldiers do of ſcaling-ladders, when they 
have a mind to mount the breach. 


c 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


Contains an incident, on which the religious 
reader is at full liberty to moralize. 


tired to his apartments, where he fell 
into a ſound repoſe, which continued till 
five o'clock. in the afternoon ; at which 
time he awoke in a ſtate of languor and 
dejection. The exceſs he had been be- 
trayed into the night before, had totally 
exhauſted his ſpirits; and the reflection, 
that he had already exhauſted his laſt ſhil- 


ling, was very far from contributing to 
raiſe them. 


Having dreſt himſelf, he began to ru- 


minate on the diſtreſs of his preſent ſitua- 


tion, and the abſurdity of conduct into 
which he had been betrayed Gs night be- 
fore, 


In 


FTER this violent exerciſe, Claſſic re- 
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la the midſt of theſe comfortable conſi- 
derations, our hero accidentally diſcovered 
the book which he had picked up in 
Hyde-park and at length, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of a good memory, recollected every 
circumſtance which attended that extraor- 
dinary er- order to divert his. 
thoughts from the object on which they 
were flxed, he turned to ſome of the moſt 
ſpirited paſſages whieh are to be found in 
the writings. of that ingenious libertine; 
but in the preſent temper of his mind, he 


Was incapable of receiving the leaſt plea- 


fure or relief from them. Even poetry it. 
ſelf, though it can remove the pangs of 
diſappointed love, though it may allay the 


tranſports. of paſſion, and curb the ſpirit of 


ambition, yet it is but a weak and ineffec- 
tual charm againſt the horrors of approach- 
ing poverty. He ſhut it with ſome diſſatiſ- 


faction; and at length, throwing it from 


him with an air of indignation, he obſerved 
imming from the middle of it, 
juſt as it fell to the ground, 

C4 _ 
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Claſſic having faintly raiſed himſelf from 
his chair, and picked it up with the utmoſt 7 
indifference, was not a little amazed on 
opening it, to find that it encloſed two 
bank notes, the leaſt of which was worth 
upwards of thirty pounds: and fo agree- 
able was this diſcovery to him, that all the 
phyſicians of Europe, in full conſultation 
together, could not have adminiſtered ſuch 
a cordial as this to his drooping ſpirits 
Not that he intended to apply the notes en- 
tirely to his own uſe. No, Notwithſtand- 
ing the diſtreſs of his preſent circumſtances, 
he had too much honour to avail himſelf 
of the accident, which had put ſo conſide- 
rable a prize into his poſſeſſion ; but he in- 
tended to compound with the owner for 
the recovery of the notes, and accordingly 
put an advertiſement in the public news, 
ſignifying his intention of reſtoring them, 
on proper application. 


Whilſt he waited for the event of the 
notice he had given, Oxymel borrowed 
- five 
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3 | five guineas of his landlord, who, at ſight 
ol the thirty pound note, offered him three 
times the ſum, though a fortnight before 
he would not have lent him as many ſhil- 
® lings, even if Practiſe himſelf had. been. 
his bondſman. 


1 Claſſic waited three days in expectation 
of the owner of the notes; but as no claim- | 
ant appeared at that time, he inſerted a: 
© freſh advertiſement ip the papers, in which 
he complained of the vaſt incivility of the 
4 gentleman who owned the book, and at 
the ſame time declared his intention of ap- 
> plying the money to his own purpoſes, if 
it were not demanded within the ſpace of 
; fourteen days. This time being likewiſe. 
elapſed, and Claſſic having repeated his ad- 
vertiſement once more to no effect, he 
without any further ceremony converted 
the bills to his own uſe, as he concluded. 
the owner was aſhamed of the place he had. 
loſt them in, and in all probability would 

never think of demanding them. 
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Our hero, having thus fortunately ob. 
tained poſſeſſion of this ample fortune, re- 
nounced his deſign of entering again on 
his former profeſſion, at leaſt however, till 
the winter ſeaſon was concluded; but in the 
mean time, he determined to conduct him- 


ſelf with more economy than any he had 


hitherto practiſed. Nay, to ſuch a degree 
did he carry his reformation, that he actu- 
ally deſigned to marry, as foon as he could 
meet with an agreeable woman, who was 
not quite deficient in point of fortune, 


Nor was it long before he met with one, 


whoſe perſon and accompliſhments, ac- 
cording to the language of the news-papers, 
were ſuch, as ſeemed to render her extreme- 
ly well qualified to make a man completely 
happy; that is to ſay, in other words, ſhe 
had ſome money, a genteel ſhape, a tole- 


rable face, and ſome acres of excellent paſ- 


ture-ground ſituated in the Low Coun- 
tries, 


The 
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The only fault indeed, that could be 
ſound with the lady, was, that ſhe had ra- 
ther too great a tincture of the prude in 
her compoſition. Oxymel however, thought 
proper to overlook this blemiſh in her, and 
determined to proceed in his attacks with 
the utmoſt vigour and perſeverance, . 


The affair went ſwimmingly on; and in 
all probability a matrimonial ſcheme would: 
have deprived the world of the benefit it 
may reap from theſe memoirs, had not 
Oxymel one day, when he was in all his 
glory, ſeen his deſtined bride purchaſing : 
turnips and potatoes at a green-ſtall. At 
this degrading ſight, his pride immediately 
took the alarm; and the ſevere raillery he 
underwent from ſome of his acquaintance 


on this occaſion, determined him to give 


over the perſuit of a woman, whoſe mean 
and abje& diſpoſition might hereafter 88 
him to the bluſn. 


C © From 
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From this moment he became the avowed 
enemy of matrimony, and took every op- 
portunity of ridiculing that moſt ſacred in- 
ſtitution; but notwithſtanding his averſion 
to this ſtate of drudgery and confinement, 
he ſtill retained the greateſt veneration for 
women of all orders and conditions. To 
ſpeak the truth, he never confined himſelf 


to a pretty face, a well turned ancle, or a 


taper ſhape, but diſtributed his benevolence 
with all poſſible impartiality amongſt wives, 
widows, and old maids. In ſhort, he 
played the devil with the petticoat. 


What a variety of relationſhips he might 
have occaſioned in the world, would have 
been almoſt too much for human compre- 
henſion, had he not one night met a moſt 
agreeable lady at the play-houſe, with whoſe 


charms he as moſt deſperately ſmitten. The 


luſtre of her eyes had indeed fo ſurpriſing 
an. effect on him, that his attention was im- 
mediately fixt on this ſingle object, to the 

| "0" 
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no ſmall mortification of his old acquaint- 
ance. 911 


We cannot on this occaſion, more than 
on many others, ſay that our hero always 
obſerved the niceſt delicacy in bis amours; 
and perhaps the reader may incline to the 
ſame opinion, when he is informed that the 
lady, who at this time ſo violently attracted 
the affections of Claſſic, was neither more 
nor leſs, than the wife of an eminent bum- 
bailiff. But whatever judgment the world 
may paſs on him for this condeſcenſion, it 
is certain that Oxymel himſelf was not dif- 
pleaſed at the diſcovery : as, from the na- 
ture of her ſituation 1n life, he concluded 
be might accompliſh his deſign without 
much ceremony or expence. 


Reaſonable as this ſuppoſition might ap- 
pear to be, he ſoon found himſelf moſt 
woefully diſappointed ; for the lady was as 
: inacceſſible, as if ſhe had been really con- 
fined in an enchanted caſtle, which was 
owing 
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owing not only to the grates and bars of a 


ſpunging · houſe, but to the extreme vigi- 
lance and jealouſy likewiſe of her goaler. 


Though theſe impediments to the grati. 


fication of his paſſion ſeemed. almoſt inſu- 1 
perable, yet Claſſic was. fo far from being Þ 


diſpirited by any difficulties. which might 


occur, that they only ſerved. to increaſe his: 
ardor; He beleaguered the houſe in Which. 
ſhe lived, for the ſpace of three weeks, 
without reaping the leaſt adyantage from 
his attendance; and at length, after he had 
conſumed ſix weeks more in the perſuit of 


her to no purpoſe, he one day had the good 


fortune to ſee her and another female take 
coach together. As. it was then almoſt # 


tags n 
. S » 
* 1 


dark, he immediately mounted behind the 


machine, with deſign of obſerving the 
houſe they might be ſet down at. As ſoon © 
as the ladies had alighted, Oxymel em. 


bracing the opportunity which offered, fol- 
lowed them into the houſe; and as he al- 
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ways diſdained ceremony, placed himſelf 
by the ſide of his miſtreſs. 


The two ladies imagined him to be one, 
who had been invited amongſt the number 
of the gueſts, as well as themſelves; and 
the maſter of the houſe thought he had 
been ſome acquaintance of the ladies, as 
he ſeemed to be extremely familiar with 
them; and ſo happily did he conduct him- 
ſelf during the whole evening, that his 
fineſſe paſſed entirely undiſcovered. The 
company at length breaking up, he in- 
ſiſted on eſcorting his miſtreſs home, with 
ſo much earneſtneſs, that ſhe could not 
refuſe him; and though he had no oppor- 
tunity of declaring his paſſion to her that 
night, yet he had ſome reaſon to believe 
that ſhe would prove no very difficult con- 
queſt. Fully perſuaded of this, and ani- 
mated by the proſpect of gaining ſo glo- 
rious a prize, he renewed his diligence, 
and watched inceſſantly for an opportunity 


of 


* 
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of paying her a private viſit, but all his 
labour would have been ineffectual, all his 
expectations would have been defeated, all 
his hopes blaſted; had he not thought of 
the moſt whimſical expedient, that ever 
entered into the head of a lover. 
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c HAP. XXVII. 


Our hero preſents us with an inſtance of un- 
common ingenuity; and at length reaps the 
= fruits due to bis ſagacity. Bf 


MONGST_ his connections in town, 

Claſſic had contracted a very intimate 
acquaintance with a genteel young fellow, 
who had addreſs enough to paſs himſelf 
upon the world for a man of wit, breed- 
ing, and gallantry. To him he diſcloſed 
the ſituation he was in; and having enu- 
merated all the hardſhips and fatigues he 
had gone through, in conſequence of his 
unrequited paſſion, he told him, with a 
melancholy ſigh, and a look the moſt pi- 
teous and ſtriking in the world, that he 
ſhould till be diſappointed, nay, he ſhould 
be ruined and undone for ever, unleſs he 
could find ſome honeſt, faithful friend, 
that would arreſt him, ** for by heaven and 
earth, 


* 
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earth, ſays Claſſic, there is no other way 4 


4 


of getting at her.” Arreſt you, ſays his 
confident! Who dares arreſt another man, 3 
that owes him nothing?“ That ſhall you, 1 
replies Claſſic; and you ſhall not only ar. 
reſt me, but you ſhall alſo employ this very | 


her, muſt have acceſs to her, muſt make 2 
a conqueſt of her; and then as ſoon as my 


buſineſs is accompliſhed, we can eaſily pre. 


tend that our affair is made up, and ol 


am ſet at Le, again. 1 1 f A 


The man of the t town immediately com | * 

prehended his meaning, and having in tho i 
i terms extolled the ſcheme; told Þ | 
our hero, that he Would do him that piece E 
of ſervice with all his heart. But, vou 
know, Mr. Claſſic, continues he, that | : 
have but little acquaintance with you. It 
is true, you have always behaved like 4 
gentleman, and J dare ſwear you are one; 1 
but chere is no ſuch thing as truſting to ap. : 
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lady's huſband to ſeize me. By theſe 
means I ſhall be under the ſame roof with | 4 
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way if pearances in London. If I ſhould do this 

s his good natured action for you, and you ſhould 
nan, Fafterwards come upon me for falſe impri- 
you, I ſonment— not that | in the leaſt ſuſpect you 
ar- Jof harbouring any ſuch iniquitous deſign; 
very but I ſay, as the world goes, it is impoſſi- 
heſe ble to be too much upon one's guard. So 


with for that reaſon—+** Oh! replies Claſſic, that 
wake obſtacle is eaſily ſurmounted : to remove 
| m | Tt your apprehenſions, I will directly give 


3 you a note of hand for ten pounds. That 


01 vill be ſecurity enough. It is only return- 
A's: it, or putting it in the fire, when I have 
Za mind to be at liberty. But let me con- 
” | © ſider; ten pounds will not be enough: as 


| : I ſhall be forced to live away at the ſpun- 
: | ging-houſe, it will look ſuſpicious, ſhould 
f I go there for ſuch a paltry ſum; and be- 
ſides, the larger the ſum, the better opi- 
£ nion the lady herſelf may have of me. 
L | Oh! here's pen and ink; I'll write you a 
b N note of hand for forty pounds, value re- 

ccived; and if you do not lay me by the 
heels 


ces 
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heels to-morrow morning, I'll break your Flat 
head the * after.” f den 
Claſſic appearing thus determined on the : anc 
Proſecution of his purpoſe, the gentleman vor 
told him, he was now convinced of his ho- | 
is 


nourable intentions, by his readineſs o 
give him ſuch ſecurity as he demanded, | 
and promiſed to take all poſſible meaſures 3 
for committing him to the ſpunging-houſe; 
though he for ſome time abſolutely refuſed © * 
to accept the note. Oxymel however, J Pl 
preſſed it ſo cloſely on him, at the ſame f 
time declaring that he would proſecute his; 
ſcheme no farther, unleſs he was permitted 
to give this proof of his ſincerity, that at =. 
length his friend complied with his Gefire, ' 
received bis bond, and to ſhew the kind 
neſs of his diſpoſition, had him laid by the | | 
heels that R night. 4 


Cot 
Ina. 


dre 


We bende there are few men, who are [5 
capable of feeling much ſatisfaction in a j M 
ſpunging-houſe 3 our hero though was ſo] Þ 

elated © 


fol 
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elated with this circumſtance, that he or- 
dered a moſt ſumptuous fupper on tke oc- 
caſion, and invited Mr. Clinch the bailiff 
and his wife to partake of it. 
4 tion was readily accepted, and Claſſic had 
the ſatisfaCtion of enjoying the company of 
his miſtreſs, without much interruption or 
| 4 controul; for the huſband, as ſoon as he 
F had crammed himſelf ſufficiently, with- 
| Y drew to the apartments of another priſoner, 
I who had before inſiſted on his ſmoaking a 
pipe with him chat evening. 


The invita- 


Being thus left alone with his miſtreſs, 


37 Claſſic for ſome time proceeded with the 
vtmoſt caution ; but he had not the leaſt 
Z occaſion for exerting that art, of which he 
4 was maſter; as the lady, with whom he 
© had now to deal, though of an exceeding 
: warm conftitution, was fortunately yoked 
to an inſignificant fellow of ſixty three. 


cage had ſo little reafon for laying plans 
to ſecure his conqueſt, that the lady met 


- advances half way. In conſequence of 


this 
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this, they ſoon came to ſuch a mo un 4 
derſtanding of each other's meanin 5 thaſh = 
Oxymels confinement ſat very _— on him, ; 
Though the lady was monopolized by her 
huſband in the night-time, yet ſhe con- 
trived to make her favourite youth em b 
amends for the mortification he muſt hart 
undergone on that account, in the daj- F 
time. Whilſt Mr. Clinch was in queſt oi 4 
other priſoners abroad, Mrs. Clinch, 1 
a true Chriſtian, employed herſelf in com. 

forting the priſoner at home. 1 


Thus did Claſſic's hours fleet impercep- 15 
tibly away; but, alas! at length he began 
to wake from his dream of pleaſure. Hu- 
man nature could not reliſh eternal con- 
finement, even in a paradiſe, or a ſeraglio 
Oxymel was at laſt ſated with the charm i 
of his miſtreſs, adorable as ſhe was, and 
began to ſigh after his former liberty. all 
he now wiſhed to be freed from his reſtrain i : L-. 
he diſpatched a note, by a ſpecial beben : 


to. his good friend the beau, deſiring that 
te! 


85 
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4 e would give immediate orders for his 
Wiſcharge. 


To this requeſt our hero received a very 
Waconic anſwer, the meaning and import of 
which was, that Mr. Claſſic might be diſ- 
harged that very night, provided he 
thought proper to pay the money for whick 
ge had been arreſted. 


* Oxymel at firſt conſidered this hint, as 
* he effect only of a ſcheme laid to raiſe a 
1 ittle innocent mirth at his expence, and 
Was very little concerned at it; but he was 
oon undecei ved, and found that his ſup- 
poſed friend was a needy and rapacious 
. Foundrel, who was determined to make 
che beſt uſe of thoſe advantages, with which 
is own imprudence had furniſhed him. 
be only alternative which now remained in 
the choice of our hero, was either to pay the 
| al money, or to go to goal. By theſe means his 
Situation was rendered as diſtreſsful as can be 
= conceived, for his extravagance at the 
he | (A E '. _ 
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ſpunging-houſe had made the one impoſſi- 
ble, and his natural antipathy to all ſorts of 
confinement could not fail of rendering the 
other extremely diſagreeable to a gentle- 
man of his mercurial diſpoſition. 


As his laſt reſource, he determined to 
communicate the dilemma he was in to his 
miſtreſs; but ſhe unfortunately was unable 
either to aſſiſt him with money, or to con. 
tribute to his eſcape: for her huſband was 
conſtantly his own banker, and beſides this, 
he never ſuffered the keys of his houſe to 
be out of his own poſſeſſion for a ſingle 
moment. Thus deprived of all means of 
regaining his liberty, Claſſic reſolved to 
throw himſelf on the mercy of his creditor j/ 
but this ſcheme likewiſe was attended with' 
no ſucceſs, for that gentleman continued 
unalterable in bis reſolution, though Claſſic 
offered him all the money he was maſter of 
at that time, as a compoſition for his li- h 
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Oc ners evil genius begins to forſake bis: 
to EING thus cut off from all expecta- 
his tions of obtaining his enlargement, 


ble be thought proper to acquieſce in his ill 


on. fortune, with as much grace as poſſible 3 
Was and the day for his removal to priſon now 


his approaching, he contrived to dedicate one _ 


to whole evening to the company of his lovely 
gle miſtreſs, whilſt her huſband was from home, 
by way of taking his laſt farewel of her. 
In this point indeed he was peculiarly hap- 
& Py 3 for he had the ſatisfaction of enjoying 
© her delicious converſation from ſix till ten, 
without the leaſt i interruption or controul. 


At this time our hero, wound up to the 
| higheſt pitch of extaſy, was breathing the 


moſt rapturous wiſhes in her ear, and vow- - 


ing eternal fidelity, with his arms twined 
Vor, II. D ſo 
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ſo cloſely round her neck, that no anſwer 
to all his raptures could eſcape from her, 
but a ſoft, gentle, amorous murmur, milder 
than the balmy zephyr, ſweeter than Ara- 
bian gales, when in a moment the door 
burſt open, with a noiſe like that of thun- 
der, and the ſcoundrel Clinch ſallied upon 
Claſſic, brandiſping a poker in the one 
hand, and a L quart bottle in the other. 


This behaviour of the bailiff ſeems to 
be almoſt as unaccountable, as his appear- 
ance was mal-a-propos for till this inſtant 
he had never exhibited the leaſt ſigns of 
jealouſy or ſuſpicion towards Claſſic, But 
the truth of the matter was, that gentle- 
man was juſt returned from a neighbour- 
ing alchouſe, with too great a quantity of 
porter in his head; and being informed, 
on enquiring for his wife, that ſhe had 
been three or four hours in the priſoner's 
apartments, he was ſeized with an inftanta- 
neous fit of Jexfouly and in the frenzy of 

8 : IntOx- | 
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inaxication, reſolved to demoliſh his rib 
and her gallant at the ſame time, 


In order to effe& this, as ſoon as he en- 
tered the room, he, without the leaſt ex- 
poſtulation, threw the bottle at his wife's 
head, which it very unhickily miſſed, and 
demoliſhed a large looking-glaſs on the op- 


| polite fide of the room. In his next efforts 


however, he was more ſucceſsful, for with 
his poker he took ſuch excellent aim at the 
temple of our hero, that he laid him at his 
full length upon the floor, without ſenſe or 
motion, : 


Whatever reaſon Mr. Clinch might have 
to value himſelf on his dexterity, it muſt 


be confeſſed, that he did not ſeem at all 


pleaſed with the effects of his handy work, 
As ſoon as he perceived the ſituation of our 
hero, all his fury deſerted him; and he moſt 
humbly beſought his wife to aſſiſt him in the 
recovery of the priſoner, though not be- 

| E n D. 2. p3 Sica fore 
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fore he had implored pardon for his folly, 
in the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, and imputed 


his outrageous and abſurd deportment, to 


the quantity of liquor he had drank. 


The good woman anſwered this ſubmiſ- 
ſon of his in the true matrimonial ſtrain 


and told him, with the utmoſt tenderneſs 


and affection, that ſhe only wiſhed ſhe 
might live to ſee him hang'd : aye, if ſhe 
could but live to ſee that day, ſhe did not 


care if ſhe died the next. At laſt, however, 
ſhe was prevailed on to lend her aſſiſtance, 


whether for the ſake of the huſband, or 
the lover, is not ours to determine; and 
Oxymel being by her advice conveyed to 
bed, a phyſician of ſkill and eminence was 
immediately ſent for, who having ordered 
him to be blooded, and made all prope, 
applications, after ſome time brought him 
to himſelf. And ſo faſt did his cure ad- 
vance, under the care and abilities of this 
diligent phyſician, that in three days time 
he was-able to get down ſtairs, 


- 


. 
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At the concluſion of this period, the 
Phyſician, who had not hitherto recognized 
the features of our hero, diſguiſed as they 
were by the bruiſes which he had received, 
came again to viſit him: but what was his 
furpriſe, when, in his wretched patient, he 
diſcovered his own godſon, the unfortunats 
hero of theſe memoirs ! 


The phyſician was a man of humanity z 
and though he had long ſince abandoned 
all hopes of reclaiming our imprudent 
youth, yet he could not behold his preſent 
diſtreſs, without feeling for him with all 
the tenderneſs of a parent. 


He ſtarted at the ſight of his diſtreſs ; 
he wrung his hand with anguiſh; and 
whilſt he complained of, and condemned 
his former indiſcretions, hinted his deſire 
of retrieving him from his preſent melan- 
choly ſituation. This declaration Oxymel 
received with the tears of gratitude ſtarting 
from his eye; and in the fulneſs of his heart, 


D 3 made 
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made ſuch ample profeſſions of amend- 
ment, that the good phyſician immediately 
took proper meaſures for releaſing him 
from his confinement; and not contented 
with this exertion of humanity, ordered 
him to be conveyed to his own houſe, 
where a genteel apartment was * = 
for his reception, 915 


The ſituation of our hero was now as 
agreeable as he could expect, and much 
more eaſy than he deſerved. He was al- 
ways treated with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
and indulged in every reaſonable bratifica- 
tion, During this interval of happineſs, 
that ardent inclination for the ſtudy of 
phyſic, which was fo remarkable in Claſſic 
in his younger days, revived in him with 
greater force and violence than ever. He 
accordingly applied himſelf to it in good 
rarneſt, and made ſo great a proficiency in 
it, that he at length began to be very ſer- 
viceable to his generous benefactor. In 
_— he demeaned himſelf with ſuch diſ- 


: cretion, 
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cretion, and promiſed fo fairly, by his parts 
and application, to make a figure amongſt 
| the moſt celebrated of the faculty, that 
. his godfather actually offered him his only 
daughter in marriage, with an immediate 
portion of five thouſand pounds. 


— 15 A - o = 
. 8 
_ 2 * 2 —— 


y 


wn 
* "wh 
e ny * 
2 8 n 
py —_—_— 


— 


. n 
ett Wk An 
— 1 


7 . — . r 
— . 8 
LS _ 2 


— 


D 4 „ 


38 Tur ApvanTURES Of 


CHAP. XXX: 
Oxymel is more fortunate than ever. 


ö young men, in the cireumſtances 
of Claſſic, would have heſitated a mo- 
ment, at the offer which was made him 
but unluckily, the temper of the lady who 
was propoſed to him in marriage, was not 
the moſt agreeable in the world : and be- 
ſides this, her perſon was ſuch, as would 
have effeQually ſecured her virginity, even 
in the country of the Hottentots. Her 
voice was a kind of medium betwixt the 
muſic of a Scotch bag-pipe, and the cater- 
wauling of a cat; her face was of ſuch ex- 
ceſſive dimenſions, and præternatural fea- 
tures, that the moſt exquiſite pencil, di- 
rected by the moſt flattering hand, could 
not, by preſerving even the moſt diſtant 
reſemblance, have ſtruck out the appear- 
ance of one human feature. And ſo ſtrict 
an 


* 
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an equality had nature preſerved through- 
out her whole perſon, that no animal on the 
face of the whole earth, from an elephant to 
an hedge-hog, could have produced a body 
ſuitable to ſuch a face, but the lady her- 
ſelf, 


Yet with all theſe imperfections, ſhe al- 
ways thought herſelf, wherever ſhe was, 
the handſomeſt woman in company; ſo 
natural is it for the fooliſh and deformed to 
think themſelves wits and beauties. Nor 
| was this all. To complete the miſery of 

our hero, the lady was of ſo robuſt a con- 
ſtitution, that he could not entertain a: 
ſingle hope of ſurviving her.. 


Had Claſſic been left entirely to the gui- 
dance of: his own: will and ' affections, he 
would. have renounced the match: but not- 
wittiſtanding his extreme averſion to it, he 
was afraid of refuſing his aſſent, left he 
ſhould be ſuſpected of ingratitude to his 
beſt benefactor. Happy would he have 

D 3. thought 
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thought himſelf at this period, could he 
have exchanged the comforts of matrimo- 
ny for the confinement of a goal. How- 
ever, there was now no remedy. His con- 
fent was formally demanded, and formally 
given; and a day was ſoon after appointed 
for the ſolemnization of his nuptials. 


On this glorious feſtival the bride was 
dreſs'd in white, which, though it is deem- 
ed the emblem of innocence and beauty in 
our own country, at this time reminded 
Claſſic, that it is uſed on the moſt diſmal 
and funereal occaſions in ſome others. As 
for Oxymel, he would have been contented 
with an old thread-bare ſuit of black; -the 
very. refuſe .of an Undertaker's wardrobe 
yet to grace the ſolemnity, he conde- 
ſcended to appear in a ſuit of blue and 
gold. Thus bedecked, and accompanied 
by their friends, this charming pair of lo- 
vers ſet out for the next eie where 
they arrived lake and found in due ſeaſon. 
en 
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When the miniſter begun the matrimo- 


nial ſervice, our hero's heart fainted within 


him; and it was with the utmoſt difficulty 


that he could make the neceſſary reſponſes. 


However, that he might ſacrifice himſelf 


with a good grace, he exerted all his cou- 
rage, and declared, with a diſtinct and au- 


dible voice, before the whole congregation, 
that he was ready to take the lady at the 
altar, for better for worſe, in ſickneſs and 

in health, till ſhe was parted from him by 
the ſtroke of death. But - pardon the ex- 
preſſion - the devil is in theſe women: my 
lady, though when ſhe had a mind to ha- 
rangue the ſervants at home, ſhe could be 
heard at the diſtance of ſive thouſand fur- 
longs, was ſeized with ſo many virgin 
fears on this awful occaſion, that not a ſoul 
in the church could hear one ſingle ſyllable 
which ſhe uttered. 


The officiating miniſter, who was a gen- 
tleman of the moſt unblemiſhed life, and 
obſervant of the minuteſt circumſtances in 
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the performance of his duty, inſiſted on 


her ſpeaking in ſuch a manner, that he, at 


leaſt, might be convinced, that ſhe had no 
defign to elude the performance of the 
marriage vow. Thus admoniſhed, ſhe pro- 
ceeded through half the ſentence with to- 


lerable diſtin&nefs ; but when ſhe came ta 


that abominable diſſyllable, Obey, her voice 


ſunk in an inſtant, and fhe hurried on with 


the utmoſt precipitation to the next words. 


But this availed her nothing. The clergy- 


man, though a man of learning and reli- 
gion, had a ſtrong tincture of the humouriſt 
in him; his real character, indeed, was 
ſufficiently diſplayed on this occaſion. In- 
ſtead of proceeding with the ſervice, he 
repeated the word, Obey, again, but no 
reply was made. He repeated it the third 
time, and the lady was ſtill ſilent. Provoked 


at this obſtinacy, he turned to Claſſic, and 


told him, he was under a neceſlity of finiſh- 
ing the ceremony at that place, unleſs the 


forms preſcribed in it were complied with 


by all the parties. 


On 
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On this, Claſſic, with all the tenderneſs: 
ke could aſſume, addreſſed himſelf to the 
lady, and told her, he hoped ſhe would fo: 
far oblige him, as no- longer to withſtand? 
the humour of the clergyman; affuring 
her, at: the fame time,. that: ſhe. ſhould ne-. 
ver. repent. of her. condeſcenſion,, as. this; 
would be the only. inſtance in which he. 
ſhould ever exact her. obedience... Obedi-. 
ence, indeed] replied: the lady. PII not: 
promiſe obedience to any man living. Be- 
fides, I know frveral ladies of my acquaint- 


ance, who never ſaid. obey, and. there is no 


reaſon why I ſhould: fay. it any more than 
another; and let me -tellyou, I think my- 
ſelf as good as any of you; and more than 
that, L will promiſe to obey none of you. 


Oxymel took fire at this haughtineſs of 


behaviour, and looking with more indig- 


nation than he had ever done in his life 
before, replied with great warmth; and at 
the concluſion of his fpeech, which was 
certainly the beſt he ever made, Madam, 


fd 
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e ſuid he, I am ſorty to obſerve ſo much 


*r ill nature and perverſeneſs in one whom 
I regarded; yet I am glad that IL am 
& ſenſible of it, before it is too late. In 
4 matrimony, there is no medium betwixt 
a ſovereign and a ſlave; and ſince you 
& will not obey, + Good. ih ſhall nor 
«..command.” 


12 Herr thus declared his fentiments, he 


retired abruptly from the altar, and left 
his bride to lament. her obſtinacy at leiſure. 


As ſoon as he had completed his eſcape 


from. the church,. and could revolve in his 
own mind the peculiarity of his fate, he 
began to think that his ill fortune had at 


length deſerted him, and that ſome over- 
ruling providence directed all his actions. 
In meditations. of this nature, he ſpent 
about two hours and an half, when, by 
means of an odd accident, he recollected 
himfelf ſo far, as to judge it neceſſary for 
him to retire to ſome neighbouring tavern, 

4 the til 
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till his preſent tranſport ſhould ſubſide, 


and this was the moſt prudent ſtep that he 


could have taken; for his. behaviour, at 
this unexpected turn in his affairs, had 
been ſo very frantic and extravagant, that 
he had for ſome time attracted the eyes and 


obſervation of every individual that paſſed: 


by him. Various conjectures indeed were 
formed at his expence. Some ſuppoſed him: 


to have been a young heir, who had juſt 
arrived at the poſſeſſion of a large fortune, A 


by the ſudden departure of his father to- 
another world; others, that he was a tra- 
gedy-king from the ſpouting-clubs, in the 


very act of rehearſal; and not a few were 


| igclined to believe that he was really diſor- 


dered in his brain. And indeed Claſſic af- 
forded ſufficient reaſon for theſe conclu- ; 
frons ; for this moment he rubbed his 
hands together, and the next he ſlapped 
himſelf upon the head; then he'd curſe, 
ſwear, grin, ſtamp with his foot, and on 
a ſudden fly from one ſide of the way to 

the 
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the other, and overturn every paſſenger 
he met with: then he'd ſtart, ſtop and mut - 
ter to himſelf, but I am ſure of it? can it 
be! zounds !:*ſdeath:! deluſion! am I mar. 
ned, or am I not married ?. 


It is impoſſible to determine to what a 
Bitch of extravagance he might have pro- 
ceeded, had he not: in his full career run 
againſt. an hackney-coachman, at the very. 
moment that he was: lifting a full gallon to 
his mouth, and. knocked him, liquor, pot 
and all into the kennel; This offenſive at- 
tack drew on him. a whole volley of oaths 
from the fellow, and certain menaces of, 
ſending him to the devil in a moment; and 
at length the ſtorm grew ſo high, that 
Claſſic was awakened from liis trance, As 
ſoon as he became ſenſible of the miſchief 
he had occaſioned, inſtead of retorting the 
abuſe which was heaped on him, he made 
an apology for the abſurdity of his deport- 
ment, and at laſt, effectually pacified the 
offended poachman by a preſent of half 4 
| crown: 
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grown. Being thus rouſed from his reverie, 
he retired as faſt as poſſible from the crowd, 
which this ludicrous adyenture had drawn 
together, and took ſhelter from their ſhout 
and clamour in the firſt tavern that pre: 
ſented itſelf to his view, | 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


One of the moſt reſpebtable cbaratters in this 
 bifory, makes an extraordinary Hure on 
feveral occaſions. 


S ſoon as Claſſic had obtained a ſecure 
retreat, and was fully convined in his 
own mind, that he had ſuffered no altera- 
tion in his condition, he began to debate 
within himſelf, on che courſe he ſhould 
take for his future ſuſtenance and ſupport; 
as he had now entirely forfeited all hopes of 
obtaining the five thouſands pounds, which 
he had been ſo certain of in the Morning. 


In the cousſe of this ſelf conſultation, he 


perceived the impoſſibility of his ever liv- 
ing, with the leaſt degree of fatisfaRion, 
under the fame roof with a lady, whom he 
bad fo outrageouſly offended, and he like- 


515 
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wiſe had too much modeſty to think of 
applying for any future ene to 00d 


woa e. f 12 i 5 


Decks his practiſe as a Fe TW be 
had contrived to pick up a few guineas z 
and had alſo gained experience enough by 
his intercourſe with the world, to be ſenſi- 
ble of the expediency of keeping them ; at 
leaſt till he ſaw ſome probability of getting 
more. This conſideration for ſome time, 
wholly ingroſſed his attention, and he was 
on the point of coming to a full concluſion, 
when he was ſuddenly alarmed. by the 
ſtrangeſt mixture of ſounds, that perhaps 
erer invaded on human ear. A confuſed 
noiſe of ſcratching, ſcuffling, mumbling, 
curſing, and ſwearing, proceeded. from an 
adjoining ſtair-caſe, which ſo effectually 
excited Claſſic's curioſity, that he directly 
haſtened to it. As ſoon as he arrived at 
the place whence this uncommon noiſe 
proceeded, the firſt object that he diſcern- 
ed was his old friend and companion, Pracs 
411 | 5 tiſe, 


—— — — 
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tiſe, who, with the leg of a large ca- 
pon in his mouth, was ſtruggling with one 
of the drawers, and endeavouring to reſcue 
himſelf from his clutches. To this taſk 
however, he was by no means equal, for the 
drawer, in ſpight of all his reſiſtance, held 
him faſt with one hand, whilſt he thumped 
him moſt unmercifully with the other. 


This was ſufficient to engage Claſſic in 
the quarrel, who immediately reſcued his 
friend from the danger he was in, and 
would moſt certainly have kicked the 
waiter down ſtairs, had not the fellow con- 


vinced him, that Mr. Practiſe was the 


aggreſſor. The truth of the matter is, that 
Mr. Practiſe, as he was mounting up ſtairs, 


in order to regale himſelf with a glafs of 


white wine before dinner, moſt unluckily 
obſerved a fine capon ſwimming in gravy 
ſauce at the door of one of the apartments. 
This capon had been provided for a great 
ſenior fellow, who was juſt arrived from the 


univerſity of Cambridge, by way of rel- 


Oxymer CrAssic, Eq, 6g 
{ith to a veniſon paſty, on which he was en- 
gaged to dine at four o'clock, and had been 


unfortunately depoſited there by the waiter» 
whilſt he went in queſt of two bottles of 
claret, which were ordered to ene | 
the ſaid capon. 


Now the ingenious Mr, Practiſe, either 
not knowing, or diſregarding the great 
perſonage for whom this repaſt was in- 
tended, ſuffered his appetite ſo far to get 
the better of his good manners, as to ſeize 
it without the leaſt ceremony, and curtail 
it of one of its moſt valuable members. 
But no ſooner had he performed the am- 
putarion, than the drawer returned with the 
two bottles of claret, and diſcovered Prac- 
tiſe in the very act of devouring what he 
had fo unjuſtly poſſeſſed himſelf of; and as 
he was too ſenſible that the great perſon- - 
age abovementioned would reſent the loſs 
of the leaſt morſel of his meal, and would 
naturally wreak his vengeance on him, he 
was: "_ — at the dilemma to 

1&6 which 
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which he was reduced by the voraciouſneſy 
of this chance cuſtomer, that he fell moſt 
furiouſly upon the worthy Mr. Practiſe, 
without ſhewing the leaſt regard: to that 
gentleman's infirmities. It is unknown how 
much Practiſe might have fuffered in the 
fleſh, had he not been releaſed by the time. 
ly interpolition of Claſſic, who, as ſoon as 
he* had fully effected his deliverance, re- 
tired with him to an adjoining room, where 
he ſoon communicated to him all the ad- 
ventures which had befallen him, ſince 
their parting with each other, _ the af- 
Gur ih Hyde-Park. 1 


bun had no Cd dt the * of 


| his adventures, than Practiſe jumped, or 


rather hopped from his ſeat, - and ſwore, 
that -the circumſtance of ſealing part of 
the capon was the luckieſt circumſtance of 
his whole life, ſince it was owing to that 
very accident, that he had now an opportu- 
nity of obliging the deareſt friend he had 
ia the whole world; and when Claſſic de- 

; manded 
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manded an explanation of this innuendo, 
Practiſe informed him, that after his depar- 
ture from Cocker's, his own ſituation grew] 
ſo diſagreeable on account of Dangle and 

the black broth, that he determined to quit 


the place, and having in conſequence of 


this reſolution immediately come to Lon- 
dan, he was ſoon engaged as writing-maſter 
at a very reputable academy, and concluded 
his ſpeech with obſerving, that a latin 
maſter was wanted at that time 1a the ſame 
ſchool, a place, which he ſaid he was ſure | 
his friend Claſſic mighr ſucceed to, partly by 
his own «merit, and partly by the recom- 


mendation, which he (Mr. n would 
| ue” him. 


"Though Claſſic had no great inclination 
for the profeſſion of a pedagogue, yet he 
was not long in deliberation with his own 
thoughts, before he determined to accept 
of the offer which Mr. Practiſe made him : 
being introduced by that Gentleman to the 
maſter of the ſchool, he was readily. ac- 

cepted 
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cepted as an aſſiſtant: and he was now to 
be engaged in the inſtruction of young 
gentlemen only, that circumſtance in 
great meaſure alleviated the fatigues to 
which his preſent profeſſion was above all 
others expoſed. At length he became ſo 
well inured to his employment, and was ſo 
perfectly ſatisfied with his ſituation, that he 
did not ſeem to entertain the leaſt wiſh of 
relinquiſhing it, and indeed he ſoon recover - 
ed his natural gaiety, which a little before 
had been ſomewhat checked by the horrors 
of approaching matrimony. But not to 
detain the reader by deſcending to the par- 
ticulars of his ſituation, ſuffice it to ſay, 
that his circumſtances were ſo eaſy, and his 
ſituation ſo agreeable, that his former ſpirits 
returned, and with them a moſt violent i ine 
clination to miſchief. | 


Though Practiſe was his intimate com- 
panion, and poſſeſſed no inconſiderable 


ſhare 1 in his friendſhip, yet our hero, in the 


wantonneſs of his temper, could not ſome- 


times 
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times forbear exerting his talents even upon 


him. He was indeed ſo very fond of 


mirth, that he ſeldom cared, who was the 
ſacrifice to it. 


Claſſic having a deſign againſt Practiſe, 
one evening ſeduced him to a neighbouring 


tavern, where he treated him plenteouſly 


with wine and good cheer, in order to take 
off all ſuſpicion of the prank which he in- 
tended to execute upon him. When Practiſe 


had drank ſufficiently, for Claſſic took care | 
that he ſhould not too far exceed the 


bounds of temperance, they returned to 
the academy, and retired to their reſpective 
apartments, which were ſituated on the 
ſame floor, and only ſeparated by a thin 
partition of deal, Mr. Practiſe being 
heartily inclined to ſleep, extinguiſhed his 
candle, and drew the curtains cloſe round 


him; he was on the point of compoſing 


himſelf for the whole night, in the moſt 


comfortable manner imaginable, when in 
Vol. II. 2 1 
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a moment all the curtains of his bed flew 
from the head to the feet, with amazing 
noiſe and rapidity. Practiſe ſtarted up with 
the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, and though he 
liſtened with the greateſt attention, could hear 
nothing in the room. Notwithſtanding he 
had been drinking pretty freely, yet he had 
reflection enough left to conclude, that the 
noiſe, which he imagined he had heard, was 
only in his own brain, and that in, his hur- 
ry he had forgot to draw his curtains, and 
at laſt he found reaſons enough to convince 
him, that this mult certainly have been the 
caſe. 


Thus perſwaded, he once more drew the 
curtains from the feet to the head of the 


bed, and laid him down without the leaſt fear 


or apprehenſion, but no ſooner did he be- 
gin to nod, than the curtains flew back 
again, with ten times as much violence as 
they had done before ; moſt dreadtully 
alarmed at this ſecond viſitation, Practiſe 

| ſtarted 
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ſtarted from his ſleep, ſweating from top to 
toe, and cried out in a faint voice, “ In the 
name of Heaven, who is there?“ And then 
immediately falling upon his knees, he 
offered up his prayers to all good Angels 
with more devotion than he had ever done 


in his whole life before. But ſtrong as his 


devotion might be, his fears were ſo much 


ſtronger, that he left his prayers unfiniſſied, 


and hobbled to the door of Claſſic's apart - 


ment, as faſt as his diſabled member, and 


the darkneſs of the night would permit 
him. But unfortunately for Practiſe, 
Claſſic's door was faſt locked, and he him- 
ſelf ſo faſt aſleep, that the writing- 
maſter at laſt thought proper to retire, as 
it ſeemed impoſſible to awake him without 
diſturbing the whole family. 


Claſſic, who had deſigned the whole 


affair, and executed this grand contrivance, 


by tying a piece of thin packthread to the 
extreme ring of the curtains, and paſling it 
Fl through 
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through the reſt, *till it was conveyed into 
his own apartment, by means of a ſmall 


hole bored in the partition abovementioned, 


for that purpoſe ; enjoyed his pannic, and 
hearing him creep down ſtairs, concluded 
that his ſcheme was now ſpoiled, as he ſup- 
poſed that Practiſe was gone in queſt of ſome 
other lodging for the remainder of the 


As he had nothing farther to detain him 
from his repoſe, he ſoon fell into a ſound 


Number, which however was preſently diſ- 


turbed by a moſt violent uproar, which 


raged in the apartments underneath him. 


Murder! murder! thieves! thieves ! was 


frequently repeated, and a moſt diſmal yell 


at once proceeded from the throats of all 
the boarders in the houſe. Alarmed at the 


- noiſe, Claſſic dreſt himſelf with all expedi- 
tion, and after breaking his ſhins, and 


tumbling down half a pair of ſtairs, he ar- 


rived at the ſcene of diſcord and confuſion ; 
but 
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but fo ſtrangely bewildered in his ſenſes, 
that he could by no means diſcover into 
what part of the houſe he had got. 


But in ſpite of the perplexity occaſioned 
by this circumſtance, he endeavoured to 
quell the uproar, but when he found all 
his efforts ineffectual, he very prudently 
thought proper to retire again, if poſſible, 
to his own apartments. As he was grope 
ing from room to room, in o.der to put 
this deſign 1a execution, he was met at the 


turn of a long paſſage by Mr. Goddart 


himſelf, the maſter of the academy, with a 
candle in his hand, who immediately ſaid 
to him in the name of God, what's the 
matter ? i 
_ Claflic acquainted him with his ignorance 
of the whole affair, and at the ſame time 
offered to accompany him to the place 
whence the noiſe proceeded, which they no 
ſooner arrived at, than they diſcovered our 
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hero's friend, and Mrs. Betty the chamber- 
maid, banging one another at a moſt pro- 
digious rate in the middle of the room. 


Goddart having interpoſed betwixt the 
two combatants, and diſmiſſed the young 
Gentlemen who had been gathered together 
by the noiſe, demanded the reaſon of ſuch 
a' prepoſterous engagement, and at laſt by 
the dint of a thouſand queſtions, he found 


that Mr. Practiſe, having been frightened 


in his own room, had retired to the apart- 


ment of his favourite miſtreſs, with a de- 


ſign of aſking her advice and aſſiſtance in 
his preſent diſtreſt ſituation ; and that, as 
Mr. Practiſe was groping his way into bed, 
in order to hold a freer conſultation with 


his privy counſellor in all tickliſh affairs, 


Mrs, Betty had awaked, and unfortunately | 


taken him for an houſe-breaker; and that 
in conſequence of this miſtake, ſhe had 
dealt him ſo violent a blow on the left eye, 
that the writing-maſter forgetting all ten- 
derneſs for one who uſed him ſo inhuman- 


* 
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— ly, returned the aſſault in ſuch a man ner 
- as to raiſe all the noiſe and hurry which 
enſued on it. EY 


Mr. Goddart was not a little ſurpriſed at 
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h haviour, and imputing it to the right cauſe, 
y he recommended Practiſe to the care of ; 
d Claſſic, who, with all poſſible expedition, ; 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


Contains @ very common occurrence. 


HISadventure had liked to have proved 


fatal to Mr. Practiſe, who would have 


received his diſmiſſion next morning, had it 
not been for the kind offices of his friend, 
who interpoſed ſo effectually in his behalf, 
that his attempt on the chaſtity of fair 
Mrs. Betty, was for this time overlooked; 
and they might both have continued toge- 
ther many years with the utmoſt felicity, 
had not their happinefs been ſuddenly inter- 
rupted by a ſurpriſing revolution in the 
affairs of the family in which there were 
ſituated. 


Goddart, the maſter of the ſchool, was 
in every reſpect a man of ſtrict honour, 
Bp. and 
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and unſullied reputation; indefatigable in 


the performance of his duty, and ſo intent 
on the management of his ſchool, that he 


forgot all his concerns but that. Beſides 
this he had ſo much of the milkineſs of 
human nature in him, that his own unſuſ- 
pecting diſpoſition expoſed him to the de- 
ſigns of villainy and impoſition. Diſtreſs. 
never applied to him without relief, nor 
hypocriſy itſelf without ſucceſs. The whole 
world allowed him to be humane, the whole 
world commended him for it, and the 


whole world, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, made 


their advantage of it. His tradeſmen 


conſtantly reſounded his praiſes, and as. 
conſtantly took every opportunity of cheat- 
ing him. Nor was this the end of his 
misfortunes. He was at length complete- 
ly ruined by the treachery of a fly, perfidi- 
ous ſcoundrel, whom he had raiſed from 
the dunghill, to a ſtate of eaſe and happi- 
neſs. Practiſe, though a writing maſter at 


the ſchool, held the ſecond place only in 
E 5 his. 
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his department; for the chief care of that 
branch in teaching, was committed at that. 
time to a perſon whom we muſt here diſ- 
tinguiſh by the name of Rump. 


This fellow, this Rump, had been origi- 
nally educated at a country charity ſchool, 
where he learned to read and write, and af - 
terwards ſerved an apprenticeſhip at a. 
livery ſtable in the north of England; 
but at length growing weary of a laborious 
life, he gave his maſter the ſſip, and from 
currying of horſes made a ſwift tranfition- 
to the currying of boys. 


By the dint of a tolerable external ap- 
pearance, he gained admiſſion into Mr. 
Goddart's academy, and he ſecured his ig- 
norance from all detection, by means of a 
moſt undaunted aſſurance. As ſoon as he 
found himſelf eſtabliſhed in his profeſſion, 
the plain country Booby was ſoon meta- 
morphoſed into the polite town-gentleman; 


— 
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his wigs and linen were remarkably good, 
and his pale, ghoſtly complection, was 
heightened into an agreeable bluſh, by the 


help of Spaniſh rouge; and whenever he 
walked forth, he conſtantly carried in his 


hand, a ſmall taper rattan, as the inſignia 
of his profeſſion. Inſtead of ſhedding 
tears at the misfortunes of others, he. be- 


held the moſt affecting diſtreſs, the moſt 


ſhocking ſcenes of human miſery, not only 


without feeling, but even with an air of 


triumph, and an evident ſenſe of his ſupe- 
riority over thoſe of his fellow-creatures, 


who were thus viſited by the hand of 


Heaven. 


From a wretch devoid like this of all 
ſentiment and humanity, what faith, what 
honour could be expected! As ſoon as he 


found out the weakneſs of the worthy 


Goddart, he determined to turn it to his 


own advantage. He made it his buſineſs - 
to ingratiate himſelf with the ſcholars un- 
der his care, by ſcandalouſly neglecting his 
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duty as a teacher, and complying with all 
their idle and peeviſh humours. 


a Oxymel ſoon diſcerned the mark at which 
be was driving, and gave ſome hints of his 
ſuſpicion, by which officiouſneſs he had 


well nigh loſt the favour of Goddart him. 


ſelf ; who, from the innocence of his own 


heart, could not ſuſpect human nature ſo 
much, as to conceive that there exiſted a 


wretch capable of tranſacting ſuch a piece 
of villainy. In a ſhort time, however, the 
deſigns of Rump were too apparent; for 


on a ſlight pretence, he quarrelled with his 


generous benefactor, and ſeparated from 
him. As ſoon as this was done, he opened 
a ſchool on his own account, and, in a ſhort 
time, ſeduced above twenty boarders from 
his former patron. Goddart, who was now 
apace advancing into years, and incapable 
of exerting himſelf againſt a young and 
daring antagoniſt, was at length wrought 
upon, by the advice of his friends, to en- 
ter into partnerſhip with his uſher, as it 


was 


1 
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was plain enough, that the coalition of 
their forces might tend to the advantage of 


both. . 


As ſoon as Mr. Goddart was determined. 


on his plan, a meeting was appointed be- 


twixt him and Rump, at which the laſt- 
mentioned gentleman play'd his part with 
ſuch dexterity, that the unſuſpecting God- 
dart was perſuaded he was the ſame honeſt 
man, that he had formerly appeared to be. 
That arch villain told him, he ſhould ne- 


ver have proceeded to ſuch violent mea- 


ſures, had he not been driven to them by 
abſolute neceſſity ; that he was willing to 
return to the academy again, and ſubmit 
the whole ſchool to the direction of God- 


dart. 


The good man was overcome by this 
pretended penitence, and entered into im- 
mediate partnerſhip with this uſher, For 
ſome time they lived very amicably toge- 
ther, but at length the villain appeared in 

| full 
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full view. The leaſe of Mr. Goddart's 
houſe being expired, it was neceſſary for 


the partners to engage another. This bu- 


ſineſs was entirely committed to the ma- 
nagement of Rump, who took it in his 


' own name; and as ſoon as they were ſettled |; 
in it, this execrable. ſcoundrel had the in- 


ſolence to. ſend his ſuperior a ſum of mo- 
ney every week for his ſupport :- and hav- 


ing engroſſed all the authority into his own 
hands, he treated Goddart, who was infi- 


nitely his ſuperior in point of birth, man- 


ners, education, and every thing elſe that 


was truly valuable, with the utmoſt haugh- 
tineſs. 


; C 
This unfortunate gentleman had entered 


into a verbal contract only; for it was a 
fixed maxim with him, that every man, 
who would be a knave without the forms 
of law, would be the ſame with them. 
Yet though the evil ſeemed beyond re- 
dreſs, there were many of his friends who 
ſpoke loudly in his behalf, and had it been 
© | ' g Prac- 
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practicable, would have remedied. it. The 
world, as uſual, pitied and admired him, 
and the world, as uſual, attempted nothing 
towards his relief; and if it had, it would 
have been to no purpoſe. For this un- 


happy turn in his affairs affected the old 


man ſo much, that he was ſhortly releaſed 
from all his ſorrows and perplexities; but 
in ſuch a manner, that an angel of peace 
and mercy only can deſcribe his death, as it 
ought to be deſcribed. 


When he lay on his bed of ſickneſs, on 
his death-bed, he never uttered one re- 
proachful word againſt his betrayer; all 
his thoughts. were full of charity : in his 
foul, he anticipated heaven, and died 
without a ſingle groan. May this be the 
death of 'every good man; but may the 
villain feel more pangs than he has given 
to others; may the villain be tormented by 
all the bitter ſtings of conſcience, by all 
the anguiſh and deſpair that proceed from 


guilt; may the tortures of his body be 


fuch, that he may wiſh to die; and the 
horrors 
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horrors of his ſoul ſo great, that he may 


fear it. 


Oxymel, who attended Goddart in all 


his ſickneſs, having aſſiſted at his funeral, 


which was generouſly . beſtowed on him by 


a near friend, determined, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, to take leave of Rump, for whom 


he entertained the utmoſt hatred and aver- 


fon. Could he have recalled h's departed 


friend to life, by cutting the other's throat, 
in all probability he would have done it ; 
but as this might have proved a very uſe- 


leſs and dangerous experiment, he con- 


tented himſelf with taking a more eaſy and 
ſecure revenge. In order to accompliſh 
his ſcheme of vengeance, he continued for 
ſome time to act in quality of an aſſiſtant 
under Rump; during which interval, he 
made it his buſineſs to inſinuate himſelf in- 
to the good graces of Mrs. Rump, though 
he had no affection for her perſon, or was 
any-ways allured by her other accompliſh- 
ments. 


Though 


fe 


= 
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Though ſhe was a tall, thin, ſcraggy, 


long-necked, aukward creature, almoſt ſix 
feet high, yet Claſſic thought himſelf bound 
in duty to revenge his deceaſed friend, and 
this he did in the moſt effectual manner. 
Mr. Rump, notwithſtanding he had been 
married many years to this delicate wife of 
his, had never had any children by her» 
though it was the conſtant object of all his 
prayers and wiſhes; at length, however, 
by the aſſiſtance of Oxymel, Mrs. Rump 
was in a fair way of being a mother. 


This was the moſt exquiſite revenge that, 


could have been taken. The perfidious 


villain, who would have ruined half man- 
kind for the ſake of promoting his own 
advantage, on this event became more ea- 
ger than ever to heap up riches, for the 
lake of aggrandizing his own iſſue, as he 
ſuppoſed ; but in reality was damning his 
own ſoul, to ſupport the offspring of ano 


ther man. 
May 


. 
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May this ever be the fate of villainy, 
Though we ourſclves have the utmoſt de- 
teſtation for all impurities, and think the 
marriage-bed ought always to be - ſacred 
from invaſion, yet we cannot help beſtow- 
ing our warmeſt praiſes on this diſintereſted 
action of our hero. Though the lady was 
to the laſt degree diſagreeable to him, he 
conquered his antipathy to her, and even 
forced his affections for the ſake of avenge- 
ing one who never could reward him for it; 


a circumſtance, which, in our opinion, con- 
verts vice into virtue, and makes cuckolde | 


om itſelf entries. 


P 
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K 
On members, lords, and tutors. 


A 5 ſoon as Claſſic: had accompliſhed 
A the glorious ſcheme of vengeance, 
which he meditated in the laſt chapter, he 
took leave of the academy, though en- 
tirely undetermined, as to what character 
he ſhould for the future appear in in the 
world. He was indeed almoſt tempted ta 
commit every thing to the deciſion of 
chance, as he found, that in ſpite of all 
his prudence and precaution, he could ob- 
tain no firm eſtabliſhment in life. He con- 
ſidered himſelf as one born for the conve- 
nience and diverſion of other men, and not 
as one entitled to the ſame happineſs, or 
under the ſame providence, with the reſt 
of his fellow- creatures. Theſe were the 
ſentiments which he entertained of himſelf 
and 


- 
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and the world: but this curious ſyſtem 
was ſoon overturned ; for whilſt he was in- 
dulging theſe ſpeculations, he received a 


note from a certain gentleman, whoſe 


children had been for ſome time under his 
care, requiring his immediate attendance 
at his houſe. When Claſſic waited on him, 
the gentleman very unexpectedly offered 
to accept him as a private tutor to his 
ſons, and a companion to himſelf. This 
propoſal appeared ſo very agreeable and 
advantageous to our hero, that he accepted 
of it without the leaſt heſitation. 


At his firſt entrance on this new office, 


| he flattered himſelf with the hopes of living 
with more eaſe and ſatisfaction, than he 


had ever done before; but he was moſt 
woefully diſappointed ia this expectation, 
for it was not long before he perceived 
that he had only exchanged one kind of 
ſlavery for another. His taſk was not only 
confined, to the inſtruction of his pupils, 
wat * was obliged to obſerve their 
| bumours, 
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humours, and the humours of every body 
elſe in the whole houſe. 


The familiarity too, with which *Squire 


Rumpus himſelf treated him, was the 
| greateſt penance that could poſſibly have 


been inflicted on a youth of his tem- 


per and ſenſibility ; for Claſſic was obliged 
to attend this great man at all hours, and 


at all places; in ſhort, our hero grew a 
meer machine, which was never put in 
motion by any internal impulſe of his own, 
but depended ſolely on the will and plea- 
ſure of his director. 1 


When the Squire had a mind to ride, 
eat, or drink, Claſſic was compelled to do 
the ſame. When the Squire walked out, 
Claſſic, : ſick or well, tired or not tired, 


walked out too; and when the *Squire was 


in a merry mood, Claſſic, whether pleaſed 
or diſpleaſed, was forced, from the nature 
of his fituation, to accompany his mirth 
with a horſe-laugh. In a word, Claſſic at- 

tended 
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tended him as regularly as his own ſhadow, 
except as he was going to the houſe of par- 
liament, for Rumpus was a member; or 
when he was on the point of kiſſing his 
wife. 


Nor was this the only mortification to 
which our miſerable tutor was expoſed. 
The 'Squire, as we have juſt hinted, was 
unfortunately a member of the houſe of 
commons, and as great a bully there as he 
was at home. No one in the whole al. 
ſembly was more vociferous than himſelf; 
no one thought himſelf of greater conſe- 
quence, or in reality was of leſs, When- 
ever Rumpus had been engaged in a de- 
bate, if it appertained to nothing more 
than a turnpike or incloſure, Claſſic was 
ſure to be peſtered with an account of that 
debate for a week together, and the ſpeeches 
which the member made on the occaſion; 
but when the *Squire, by reaſon of having 
caught cold, or for ſome, other reaſon 
equally prevalent, had let ſlip an opportu- 
nity 
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nity of diſplaying his talents, for he did 
not chuſe to ſpeak on every ſubject, he 
then would regale his companion with the 
fine ſpeeches which had been made by other 
great orators in the houſes of parliament; 
or if not in the houſes of parliament, at 
the club ; and beſides this, he was preſent 


| at all the political juntos : he could ſay, 


my Lord ſuch an one infiſted on theſe pro- 
poſals, from which he would not recede; 
his Grace aſked ſuch and ſuch a queſtion, 


and then the Right Honourable Mr. ſuch 
an one made ſuch and ſuch an anſwer. 


Claſſic, who hated politics more than he 


| hated the devil, who knew bur little of 


the great, as they are ironicaſy called, and 
ſill deſired to know leſs, was almoſt mur- 
dered' by a repetition of theſe inſignificant 
ſecrets, and had much ado to reſtrain him- 
ſelf from coming to an abſolute rupture 


with this profound politician; however, 


he paid as much attention as he could to 
this frothy declaimer; and perhaps he 
might 
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might have attended his lectures to this very 
day; and if he had, we would then have 
preſented the world with a moſt excellent 
ſyſtem of politics, had not a ſeparation 
been produced betwixt him and the mem- 
ber, by one of thoſe trivial accidents, 


vwhich ſo often determine the fates of men, 


women, and children, books, mole-hills, 
and empires, 


Oxymel, for the ſpace of three tedious 
months, had never once ventured to con- 
tradict the member, or to thwart him in 
any ſcheme which he propoſed ; but at the 
expiration of this time, it happened, that, 
as they were walking out together at ſome 
diſtance from the manſion-houſe, that 
Rumpus ſuddenly took it into his head, to 
pay. a bride-viſit to a certain lady of his 
acquaintance, who had been juſt married. 
Poſſeſſed with this whim, he deſired Claſſic 


to accompany him; and Claſſic, as ſoon 
as he knew his intention, deſired to be ex- 


<uſed, But this would not ſatisfy the mem- 
| ber ; 
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ber; nor would he admit of any excufe 
from Claſſic, though that gentleman al- 
ledged in his own favour, that he had got 
2 hole in his ſtocking. A hole he certainly 
had got; but this excuſe was not ſufficient, 
Though Claſſic's real reaſon fer declining 
ſuch a viſit, was his natural antipathy to 
buſtle and. formality, he would willingly 
have avoided aſſigning his real motive, 
and on that account made uſe of the pre- 
tence of the ſtocking. But this apology 
was ſo far from ſatisfying Rumpus, that 
he ſwore our hero ſhould go with him, 


even if he had not a ſtocking on his leg. 


But this was too much for the temper of 
our hero to put up with. He was ſo exaſ- 
perated at this ungenerous treatment, that 
he turned ſternly upon the member, and 
demanded of him, If he took him for a 
% footman? If he did not, he told him, 
* he was guilty of great impertinence 
© and if he did, he was miſtaken. 


Vor. II. FE But 
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„But whatever your ſentiments may be of 
me, in whatever light you may conſider 
& your ſon's tutor, continued Claſſic, I am 
e ſenſible of my own rank and importance 


<< in life; and if you muſt have ſome mean 


« dependent to attend you, you are at li- 
© berty to call upon your Lvery ſervants ; 
„but for my own part, I muſt deſire to 
«© be excuſed, as I am at preſent otherwiſe 
« engaged.” This reſiſtance on the part 
of Oxymel, at length produced a quarrel, 
in which both parties were extremely warm; 


and in -conſequence of which, Claſſic, for 


the odd .cixcumſtance of having a hole in 
his ſtocking, was once more turned out to 
ſeek his fortune in the world. 


What a wretch is man! What a connec- 
tion of inconſiderable and ridiculous cir- 
cumſtances generally combine to produce 
the moſt important events of his whole 


life! Thoſe very ſtockings which Claſſic 


wore, when he incurred the diſpleaſure of 
Rumpus, had been thrown by as unfit for 
uſe, almoſt three months before he came 

to 
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to live with that gentleman. The ftory 
runs thus: Claſſic once went on buſineſs of 
ſome conſequence, to viſit a gentleman of 
his acquaintance, who had left his own 
houſe not ten minutes before he ar- 
rived at it. Now, as it was buſineſs of 
conſequence, no wonder that Claſſic ſhould 
go after him; or that in going after him, 
he ſhould leap over an hedge, and tear that 
very hole in his ſtocking, which is abo\ - 
recorded; but wonder or no wonder, that 
was certainly the caſe. After this, the 
ſtockings were waſhed, thrown by, and 
never mended; and in all probability, 
Claſſic would never have entertained the 
leaſt thoughts of putting them on again, 
had it not happened that a jolly blackſmith, 
on the very morning that he was engaged 
to walk forth with Rumpus, met his laun- 
Ureſs (and, by the bye, Claſſic's laundreſs 
might have tempted a much greater man 
than a blackſmith) with a bundle of clean 
linen under her arm, attempted to ſteal a 
kiſs, and on her refuſing it, accidentally 
ne F 2 threw 
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Water. 


To ſpeak like a man of n here 
is a concatenation of events for you! 
A pair of ſtockings, a viſit, a diſappoint- 


and a puddle of dirty water, all contributed 
towards procuring his diſmiſſion from the 
houſe of a little member of parliament. 


ther, ſo it was not long that Claſſic conti- 
nued unſettled. When a man has once 
fixed his reputation as a teacher and a ſcho- 
lar, it muſt be his own fault if he is long 
without employment. 


No ſooner was our hero diſmiſſed from 
the office he held at Mr. Rumpus's, than 
he was engaged, at an advanced ſalary, to 
act in one of the ſame nature, by my Lord 
Limberham, a man of great endowments, 
and unqueſtionable nobility; though for 
ought that we know tothe contrary, he might 


threw her bundle into a n of dirty 


ment, a hedge, a blackſmith, a laundreſs, 


But as one event naturally produces ano- 


have been begotten by one of his father's 
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footmen. But however his lordſhip might 
have been begotten, our hero's ſituation 
was in every reſpect the reverſe of what it 
had been at Rumpus's. Inſtead of being 
now for ever peſtered with the company of 
his governor and maſter, he ſeldom had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him; for my Lord 
| Limberham generally divided his whole 
time betwixt his kept miſtreſſes, White's 
chocolate houſe, and Newmarket races ; 
neither had our hero a much greater ſhare 
of his pupil's company, than of the peer's, 
for as a tutor had- been provided for this 
noble ſpark more for faſhion's ſake, than 
on account of any improvement, which 
was either wiſhed, or expected to be made 
by him in the polite arts, ſo Claſſic was al. 
moſt the entire maſter of his own time. 


When he firſt took on him the care of 
this young nobleman, he attempted to 
bring him into order, and even inſiſted on 
his applying to his ſtudies; but this way 
of proceeding, it ſeems, was too coarſe 

N and 
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and rugged, to be reliſhed by the ſon of a 
man of quality; and Claſſic was in very 
plain terms given to underſtand, that he 
had much better lay aſide all thoughts of 
compelling his pupil to any thing that 
might be diſagreeable to him, as ſuch 2 
behaviour would by no means anſwer the. 


purpoſe for which he had been engaged. 


As ſoon. as. Claſſic diſcovered this to he 
the temper of the houſe, he contented him- 
ſelf with receiving his ſalary, though he 
did nothing for it; and in this, we ſup- 
poſe, he was imitated by many of his bro- 
ther tutors :- and the anecdote we have juſt 
related of our illuſtrious family, may per- 
haps ſerve to explain the article of ſo many 
coxcambs, booby-ſtudents, ſleepy. Fellows 
of colleges, thick-headed foundationers, 


mathematicians, travelling governors and 


aſtronomers, being employed in the ſervice 
of our nobility. _ a | 


Claſſic, 
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Claſſic, being as it were, thus cut off 
from all communication with the family in 
which he lived, found it neceſſary to culti- 
vate an acquaintance in other places; and 
this naturally led him into an intimacy 
amongſt thoſe of his own. profeſſion : but 
this intimacy was fo far from turning out 
agreeable to him, that he no ſooner had 
obrained it, than he repented of it. And 
perhaps he never experienced a greater diſ- 

appointment in his whole life; for he was 
introduced to many of our polite tutors 
about town, as to- men whoſe deportment 
might ſerve as the ſtandard of his own beha- 
viour; but he found our polite tutors about 
town, to be men of very little ſenſe, very lit- 
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ö tle learning. and very little. complaiſance, 

5 Their converſation in general was inſipid, 

their vanity intolerable, and their ambition 

's frivolous and impertment. 

; One valued himſelf upon his knowledge 
of algebra, and plus'd and minus d it to all 

. eternity; another, upon his tutor's having 


F 4. once 
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once declared in a public coffee-room, be- 
fore ſeveral gentlemen of the county, that 
he was a Clever fellow; another, upon his 
dancing an hornpipe; another, upon his 
dancing a good jigg ; another, upon his. 
drinking two gallons of porter ; another, 
upon his ſmoaking twenty-four pipes; 
a ther, upon his playing well on the vi- 
olin; another, upon his eating nothing 
but turneps and potatoes; and another, 
upon his loving butter-milk, 


N 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


A very learned. chapter indeed, 


might form of theſe his aſſociates, 


he ſtill continued, partly for want of better 
company, and partly for the ſake of afford- 
ing himſelf diverſion, to cultivate their ac- 
quaintance, and to attend conſtantly at 


their club, which was held every month at 


a genteel. coffee-houſe, with the view of 


promoting mirth and good fellowſhip. In 
the courſe of theſe meetings; our hero ſoon 
rendered himſelf diſagreeable to his com- 
panions, for he was fond of ſtarting new 
doctrines; and beſides this, had imbibed 
ſome particular notions, which he broached 


on every occaſion that offered. As this was 


a learned club, or at leaſt had the appear- 


ance of a learned club, every member of it 
pinot F 5 Was 


| S contemptible an idea as Claſſic 
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was moſt vehemently attached to the writers 
of antiquity, and moſt of them pretended 
to deſpiſe all compoſitions of modern 
growth; in conſequence. of which, they 
would permit our Engliſh authors, if they 
did allow them any merit at all, to hold. 
only the ſecond or third place in the annals. 
of literature ; and even amongſt the writers 
of antiquity, they were blindly addicted to 
certain names, for no other reaſon, but 
becauſe thoſe names had been extolled by 
the critics, and celebrated in the ſchools. 


Claſſic had the misfortune to differ from 
almoſt all of them, in the opinion he enter- 
tained of authors: as he was rather warm 
in defending his ſentiments, and always 
ipoke from his own judgment and feelings, 
and not from the affected criticiſms cf 
other men, he was at length pronounced 
to be a rank heretic in literature. 


At one of theſe monthly meetings, a 
diſcourſe being accidentally ſtarted on the 
e merits 
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* merits of the ancient comic writers, our 
4d hero drew on him the reſentment of the 
n greater part of the club, for oppoſing their 
y. opinion. .One of theſe exalted geniuſes, 
ey who always exacted great homage from the 
Id. reſt of his fraternity, on account- of his 
ls. wearing a..ſilver-hilted ſword, a diamond 
Irs. ring, and a bag wig, undertook.to.glye an - 
70 account of the ancient comedy. In per- 
ut forming this taſk; he extolled Terence as 
by the only maſter of true comedy, of the 


true vis Comica, that ever appeared amongſt ' 
the Romans, or any other nation ſince 


m their time. Terence, ſaid he, is a writer 
er- that never was equalled; and what is 
m % more, never can be equalled; he is ini- 
ys «-mitable- in every thing; in his plot, in 
385 his language, in his manners. Terence; 
of continued he, was ſo elegant and pure a 
ed cc. vriter, that none of the Roman poets | 


« could ever come near his ſtyle; and then 
e his modeſty is ſuch, that no Chriſtian - 
2 * need be aſhamed to read him. In ſhort, 
he i * he, he has an amazing * 
its | F. 6 even 
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4 even over the beſt Roman writers; but 

„ when he is put in oppoſition to Van- 
„ brugh and Congreve, who are the beſt 
* amongſt our Engliſh comic writers, they 
_ ** ſeem ſcarcely to deſerve the name of 
. «© poets. This is my opinion of the matter; 
% and pray, gentlemen, concluded he, is 
not yours the ſame?” 


., The majority of the company ſignified 
their aſſent to. this deciſion of the orator ; 
when Claſſic, who had been highly of- 
fended at ſome parts. of. the declamation, 
ſtarted up, and bluntly addrefing his bro- 


ther tutor, told him, that from what he 


had juſt advanced, he was tempted to be- 
heve, that he had never read any of the 
authors whoſe names he had mentioned, 
«. For Terence, continues Claſſic, has been: 
< infinitely excelied, in point of wit and 
« comic humour, by the immortal Plau- 
“ tus, and at leaſt equalled by him in pu- 
«.rity of ſtyle; and with regard to the en- 


« comium you have paſſed upon Terence, 
. as 
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- 64 as being a writer of extraordinary mo- 
“ deſty, if you are really converſant with: 
5 & his works, you muſt be convinced that 
| % he has not the leaft pretenſions to that 


e _ 
Find) * 

— 2 * . 

ELL ED r 


e 


„ character. Is there a fingle play of his, 


« continued Claſſic, where whores, miſ- 


& treſſes, and cock-bawds, are not mtro-- 
© duced? Nay, he has ſo far exceeded the 
c. moſt licentious of our writers, as to in- 
&: troduce,. in one of his comedies, a wo- 
„ man in the very act of bringing a child 
into the world. Congreve, it muſt be 
« owned, writes licentiouſly,. perhaps too 


& licentiouſly ; but he was never guilty of. 


& ſuch a treſpaſs. as this is, againſt virtue 


« and decorum: and beſides, Terence, 


&. notwithſtanding all the mighty praiſes. 
te you have beſtowed on him, was miſera- 


« bly deficient in point of genius and 


« invention. He was a mere imitator of 
« Menander, or, which is worſe, a tran- 


« ſlator of his works; and though he had 
&«. the advantage of copying from another 


LS 


« wit, 


« author, yet there is but little humour, 
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cc 


wit; or variety to be found in his works: 


An-old man, a debauched young fellow; 
a pert ſervant, and a whore, generally 
conſtitute the whole of his characters. 
Even Terence's Thraſo, which is the 
beſt comie character he ever drew, is by 


no means equal to the Miles Glorioſus 
of Plautus. It may perhaps be alledged, 


that Plautus carried ſome of his charac- 


ters too far, and that he degenerated now 
and then into mere farce: this ſhall be 


« allowed. The moſt zealous of his ad- 


40 


mirers muſt confeſs, that he has ſome 


« faults; but thoſe, like the faults of 


44 


cc. 


cc 


4. 


cc. 


Shakeſpeare, are oyerbalanced by his 
« excellencies.. 


Wherever. there. was room for wit, 
character, and invention, Plautus. has 
ſhewn an evident. ſuperiority over Te- 


rence. Whenever Terence has the ad- 


vantage, if be ever has it, it can lie in no- 
thing but in the elegance of expreſſion; 


« and perhaps it may be diſputed, whether 


40. or no he is ſuperior to Plautus, even in 


& -this point. But ſuppoſe we allow Terence 
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« to have been the greater maſter of the 
te elegancies of the Roman tongue, yet 
«. ſuch a qualification can by no means en- 
| &. title him to the character of a comit - 
& writer. If we allow him this praiſe, the 


« praiſe. of writing in a pure and poliſped 
1 « ſtyle, we allow him as much as he de- 

5 e ſerves; and for my own part, I think 

« he ought not, in the liſt of dramatic 
; <« writers, to be placed but at an immenſe 
5 


«. diſtance from the truly. comic, though: 
16 neglected Plautus,” - 


e 
f So open and violent an \ oppoſirien as this, 
3 to the great man who had been ſpeaking, 
had ſuch an effect on him, that he conti- 
nued- for ſome minutes wrapped, as it were, 
, in profound aſtoniſnment, at the preſump- 
8 tion of our hero; but his paſſion at length 
_ operating more forcibly than ever upon 
[- him, he. began to foam at the mouth, to 
J- well in the throat, and to diſcover many 
'3 other ſymptoms. of controverſial madneſs, 


br And art laſt, burſting out with all the fury 
in | in the world, What, Sir, ſays he, do 
- | © you fay that Terence is ſuperior to 
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« Plautus? If you do, none but a block. 


«s 


60 


den. 


head would have done it. I ſay, and 1 
inſiſt upon it, that Terence is as much 
ſuperior. to Plautus, as Pope is to Dry. 


„J grant it, replies Claſſic, for every: 


body that is in his ſenſes, muſt con- 
feſs, that Dryden is the greateſt poet 


which this country. hath produced, from: 
the reign of Charles the Second, to the 
preſent age.” © Mighty fine, indeed, 


Mr. Claſſic, replied the tutor, you have 
ſome pretty notions, truly. Dryden a 


better poet than Pope ! It is nothing but 
the ſpirit of contradiction, and you de- 
ſerve to be turned out of the Club. 


Where can you find any thing like Pope's. 
Rape of the Lock, like his Dunciad, 


his Windſor Foreſt, his Eſſay on Criti- 


ciſm, and his Eſſay on Man, in Dryden's 


works? Theſe are works of genius, of 
real genius. His Rape of the Lock, 
and his Dunciad only, are worth all 


5. Dryden's works put together.” 
« Not 


2 bil} © 
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« Notſofaſt, my good friend, repliesClaſſic, 
« Jet me beſeech you not to condemn 
e thoſe works to the fire in a ſingle mo- 
ment, which coſt one of our beſt poets 


e above thirty years. to compoſe | Before 


cc you proceed to ſuch. extremities, you: 


© ſhould hear what the advocates of Dry- 


den have to ſay in his behalf. If you 
« will patiently allow me to ſpeak. a few 
« words, I fancy I ſhall be able to vindi- 
& cate him, without detracting from the 
e praiſe due to the other. I am far from 


« denying, continued Claſſic, that Pope 


& was a molt excellent poet, and 1 am as 


far from owning that he has any reaſon 


“ for claiming the preheminence over 
« Dryden, Pope, it muſt be allowed, is 
the more correct writer of the two; but 
<« if this is to be eſteemed as deciſive in a 
e diſpute about genius, Ambroſe Phillips 
« muſt certainly be a better writer than 
& Shakeſpeare, and Ben. Bullock a better 
“% than Ben. Johnſon; and beſides this, 
Pope is greatly indebted to Dryden for 


the harmony and correctneſs of his owm 
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Gay and Arbuthnor, 
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verſification, as will ſufficiently appear 

to thoſe, who may take the trouble of Þ« 
comparing their works; but to come 
cloſer to the point: Dryden is certainly 


the more univerſal genius of the two. 


He has wrote ſome tragedies, which are 
inferior to none but Shakeſpeare's, Þ*: 
works, which Pope had neither genius 


nor daring enough to attempt. He ex- 
celled too in comedy; and he was fo 
great a maſter of this ſpecies of writing, 
that he may juſtly be called the father of 


the modern comedy; by modern comedy, 


J underſtand that ſpecies of it, which is 
diſtinguiſhed by the keen wit, and per- 


plexing intrigue of the ſcene, rather 
than that ſtrong humour and want of in- 


cident, which marked the performances 
of earlier writers. To this kind of 
writing, Pope has not the leaſt pretence; 


and perhaps there never was a more con- 
temptible comedy produced, than that] 


in which he was engaged with his friends 


« With, 
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ear „ With regard to thoſe poems of Pope's, 
of N which you have juſt mentioned, the Dun- 
me ciad is equalled by the Mac-Flecknoe of 
ay Dryden; and Dryden's Abſalom and Achi- 
vo. “ tophel, is moſt certainly not inferior toany 
are “ compoſition in the Engliſh language. Hrs 
s; Religio Laici is no contemptible per- 
ius I formance; and his Prologues and Epi- 
ex- ¶logues are all of them inĩmitable. But 
ſo e to decide this queſtion at once, let us 
1g, compare theſe rival poets together, where 
of they have both written on the ſame ſub- 
dy, “ ject. If we examine their famous Odes. 
wis!“ on St. Cecilia's Day, the queſtion will 
er. ſoon be put out of all diſpute. Dryden's 
her ]“ Ode is by no means inferior to- the Car- 
in. men Seculare of Horace. That excel-. 
ces“ lent poet, by writing this Ode, has 
of“ ſhewn, that he was as capable of the 
ce; “ ſtrength, fire, and ſublimity of Pindar, 
on-“ as he has in other parts of his work» 
hat“ that he was of the wit and licentiouſneſs 
nds J“ of Ariſtophanes. And to give Pope his 
due, we muſt confeſs, the Ode written 


ith < by | 
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by him is poſſeſſed of ſo much merit 
„that had Dryden never attempted that 
kind of compoſition, it might perhaps, 
with juſtice, have been reckoned the beſ 
lyric poem which has been produced fron 
the Auguſtan age to the preſent time.“ 


1716 


At the concluſion of this ſentence, ou 
hero's antagoniſt gave him a moſt ſevere 
wipe, for he directly burſt into a loud 
horſe- laugh; a kind of repartee, for which 
many of your literati are extremely famous, 
Claſſic was at firſt rather diſconcerted by 
this loud exploſion of wit, but he ſoon re- 
covered himſelf ſo far, as to tell his brother 
difputant, that fince he made uſe of ſuch 
unanſwerable arguments, it was high time 
for him to decline the diſpute. This far- 
caſm was anſwered by another ha, ha, he! 
which, however, was fo little reliſhed by 
our hero, that he was on the point of 
making a practical reply to it, in the ver) 
face of his brother tutor, when his atten- 


tion, and the attention of the whole com. 


pany 
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pany, was diverted from this object, by 
the noiſe and jargon which proceeded from 


wo mathematical gentlemen! in a retired 
corner of the room. 


nl Theſe gentlemen having taken umbrage 
at the trifling and unſcholaſtic diſpute, as 
they called it, which happened betwixt our 
hero and the tutor, ſeparated themſelves 
from the company, and withdrew to a pri- 
vate part of the room, in order that they 
might have full liberty to regale themſelves 
5 with a philoſophical diſh in private. They 
| I very amicably together for a conſidera. 
ble while, and treated each other with the 
her a 
moſt delicious repaſts, that ancient and 
modern learning could furniſh them with. 
c. {hey explained all the problems of Euclid, 
ar- 1 | | 
they ſquared the circle, they diſcovered the 
¶Jongitude, and they found out the philoſo- 
pher's ſtone, In all theſe points they were 
perfectly agreed; they complimented them- 
+... elves on their amazing knowledge, and 
* pronounced each other to be the eoloſſus of 
any e 
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Ikerature; and if, after having ſettled T. 
theſe important affairs, they had not taken] darte 
upon. them to regulate the year, they Hof tt 
might, for any thing we know to the con- mate 
trary, have deſcended as peaceably and aid ' 
quietly to the grave together, as any off fi 
their drowſy predeceſſors, who have diedſ ſxty- 
of lethargies * either in the fogs of CY minu 
bridge, or of Holland. | him 


»Lethargus, i. e. Lethargy, proceeds RIFE a fever, 
and vapours, which are cauſed by bituminous blocd, 50 
which is raiſed up into the brains, and there coagu- © TH 
| led. « thr 

Thoſe that are afflicted with this diſorder, lie in: 
deep ſleep, cannot eaſily be awaked, and are conti\i 
nually inclined to ſleep. 

- Their cure is excitatione, or raiſing them from ſleep, 
To be taken inwardly, Eſſent. Caſtor. Sp. C. Ceri 
Externe, or outwardly, par. veſicatoria, (or cupping) 
which muſt be laid upon the place where the pulk 
beats. 

Adly. By purging with agaric, - ba jallap, &c 
Henſell's Medicina brevis. 


Quzre. Would not a good bliſter, or a good horik 


whip, applied by the hands of an urder-graduate, by = 1 


full as efleQual ? 13 
Theld 2 
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a Theſe able philoſophers having ſuddenly, | 


en darted into the regions of aſtronomy, one 
ey of them was going to communicate a very 
n- material obſervation on the year, which, 
nd aid he to his brother, you know con- 
off * fiſts exactly of three hundred and 
jedi ſixty-five days, five hours, and forty-five 
im. minutes;“ when his brother interrupted 
him with, „No, Sir, you muſt excuſe 
„me. With great ſubmiſſion, in this 


The year does not conſiſt exactly of 
three hundred and ſixty- five days, five 
« hours, and forty-five minutes; and I 
am ſurpriſed, that a man of your un- 
common accuracy, ſhould have ad- 
vanced ſuch a ſuppoſition.” . How! 
replies the other, do you think I have 


fend? I ſaid it; and I inſiſt upon it, that 

p. ke the year does confiſt exactly of that 
time which IT ſpecified.” 

a 4 © You will moſt infallibly find yourſelf 

we ' miſtaken, replied his antagoniſt, for the 

ney. year conſiſts of three hundred and ſixty- 


point, you are conſiderably miſtaken. 


advanced any thing, which I cannot de- 
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C five days, five hours, forty-five minutes 
and two ſeconds.” © Curſe your ſeconds, 
«© replied the exaſperated aſtronomer.” 
« Don't curfe my ſeconds, ſaid the other, 
e for I have made the calculation over and 
« over again; and in every year there are 
et two feconds above the time you ſpeci- 
<< fied.” 


The anſwer to this was, <* Sir, you know 
< nothing about the matter. Why, I'll 
„lay you any wager, that the great New- 
« ton is on my ſide.” ** That he 1s not, 
& retorted: the other party; I know Sir 
« Haac,” © You know Sir Ifaac! you 
« know nothing of Sir Iſaac, replied the 
« defendant; but I am as well acquainted 
« with Sir Iſaac, as I am with any man in 


10 Europe. 

By this time the whole company had in- 
terfered in the quarrel; but no one was 
more buſy than Claſſic, who, by clapping 


one 88 theſe difputants © on the back, and 
adviſing 
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adviſing the other not to give up his ac» 
quaintance with Sir Iſaac, upon any ac- 
count whatever, rouſed them to ſuch a 
pitch of fury, that from hard words they 
proceeded to hard blows, and exerted them- 
ſelves ſo luſtily in vindication of their fa- 
vourite tenets, that for the preſent they 
effectually diſqualified each other for the 
ſtudy of aſtronomy; the one being ſo ſe- 
verely threſhed, that he was obliged to 
take to his bed, and the other having re- 
ceived a moſt violent contulion on his left 
eye. 


From this moment, peace and unani- 


mity were baniſhed from the club; and the 
diſſentions among the members continually 


increaſing, it at length dwindled away to 
nothing, and Claſſic was obliged to ſearch 
out ſome freſh ſociety, with whom he 
might ſpend his leiſure hours, as there was 
no kind of intercourſe betwixt him and my 


Lord Limberham, and my Lord Limber- 
ham's ſon. 


Vol. II. * "ob AP; 
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Our adventurer once more approaches the very 


brink of matrimony ; but happily for him, 
_ without tumbling in. 


(LASSIC had not continued long in 
| a ſtate of ſolitude, before he turned 
his eyes upon my Lord Limberham's chap- 
lain, to whom he thought an offer of friend- 


ſhip would not be diſagreeable, as he was 


naturally of a communicative temper; and 
in ſpite of this propenſity to good fellow- 
ſhip, was taken as little notice of by any 
one in the houſe, as Claſſic himſelf. The 
chaplain, indeed, might be conſidered as a 
kind of domeſtic animal out of livery, for 


he ſeemed to be retained in the ſervice of 


his lordſhip for no other purpoſe, but to 


fay grace, to draw corks, and to cut up 


the roaſt beef. 


Claſſic had no ſooner made his overtures 
of * to this 9 than they 


el 
a 


9 
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entered into a moſt firm alliance together; 
and our hero, in a ſhort time, ſo far inſi- 
nuated himſelf into his good graces, that 
the chaplain voluntarily offered to intro- 
duce him into an eccleſiaſtical ſociety, of 
which he was a member. Though we can 
hardly ſuppoſe that an introduction into ſo 
ſolemn an order, would be agreeable to one 
of Oxymel's volatile diſpoſition, yet that 
gentleman thought proper to accept the 
invitation, as he knew that he could find 
diverſion and amuſement amongſt any or- 
der of men whatever. He indeed formed 
no very favourable opinion, in his own 
mind, of the body to which he was to be 
introduced; he did not expect to find 
much wit or mirth amongſt them; and in 
this particular, he had the good fortune 
not to be diſappointed. The converſation 
of theſe grave gentlemen ſeldom turned on 
| Polite or learned ſubjects; all their atten- 
tion, as to literary affairs, being entirely 
directed to the occaſional anecdotes of a 
news- paper. Had an indifferent perſon, 
n G 2 indeed, 
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indeed, been admitted into their company, 
without being previouſly informed of their 
real characters, he would moſt certainly 


have miſtaken them, at certain times, for 


a ſet of undertakers. For the ſubject of 
their enquiries was generally into the health 
or ſickneſs of certain individuals of the 


church, who, from the circumſtances of 


their preferment, might be ſuppoſed well 
able to recompence the death- hunters at 
their deceaſe, When their thoughts were 
not bent on theſe ſubjects, the diſcourſe 
generally run upon the goodneſs, the gene- 
roſity, the liberality, and the other vir- 


tues of their reſpective patrons; and then, 


as in duty bound, they would always drink 
their healths. Thus their evenings began, 
and thus their evenings concluded. 


Claſſic having ſoon found out the ſecrets 
of every individual in this ſociety, per- 
ceived, that in ſpite of their ſeeming friend- 
ſhip, they all entertained the greateſt jea- 
louſy of each other. As ſoon as he was ac- 

quainted 
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quainted with this diſpoſition of theirs, he 
determined to turn it to his own advantage, 
by uſing it for the promotion of his own 
private diverſion. He accordingly put 
himſelf to the expence of advertiſing, in 
a very pompous manner, the ſudden death 
of two eminent eccleſiaſtics, in every even- 
ing paper which was publiſhed. As ſoon 
as the aſſembly met, the news-papers were 
immediately called for; and theſe articles 
being peruſed, though they all declared 
that there could be no foundation for them, 
yet they flunk off, one after another, on 
pretence of buſineſs, till Claſſic was at 
length left to demoliſh a good ſupper by 
himſelf. 


"= IRE 


As ſoon as the chaplains had ſecured their 
retreat, they ſet off with all poſſible expe- 
dition, ſome in poſt-chaiſes, and ſome on 
horſeback, in order to engage the intereſt 1 
of their reſpective patrons. Though the 
night was to the laſt degree black and ter- 


rible, yet nothing could deter them, where 
1 their 
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their intereſt or ambition was concerned. 
Good heavens! what driving through thick 


and through thin! what whipping and 
Jpurring ! what ſmacking and cutting ! what 
bribery and corruption was practiſed a- 
mongſt the poſt-boys and inn-keepers on 
that memorable night! Arsay flew all the 
men in black, like ſo many race-horſes for 


the king's plate, though unfortunately not 
one amongſt them could win the prize; 


for the gentlemen, whoſe ſuppoſed deaths 
had given ſuch an alarm, were both at that 


very moment in as good health, as when 


they firſt took poſſeſſion of their livings. 


So far were our adventurers from reap- 


Ing any benefit from their haſte and eager- 
\ nels, that moſt of them had great reaſon 
to repent of their excurſion; for one diſlo- 


cated his arm, a ſecond fell into a ditch, a 
third loſt his way, a fourth got cold, a 
fifth was overturned, and another, who 


- was prig enough to put a new ſuit on for 
the occalion, had no money in his pocket 
to pay the turnpike, Nor 
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Nor was this the only misfortune which 
befel them; for ſome of our adventurers 
obtained ſtrong recommendations from their 
reſpective patrons, which they were on the 
very point of preſenting at the proper time 
and place, when the doleful tidings arrived, 
that neither of the incumbents, whom they 
expected to ſucceed, had been out of order 
for the laſt ſeven years of their lives. 


This miſchievous inclination in Claſſic, 
was very near being attended with ſome 


diſagreeable conſequences; for as ſoon as 


it was known that he had planned the 
ſcheme, and that wag took care to divulge 


it himſelf, for he could not be contented, 


without reaping the ſhare of praiſe due to 
him for his invention, the chaplains not 
only diſcarded him, but alſo formed fo 
powerful a confederacy againſt him, that 
he ſeemed to be in ſome danger cf being 
removed from all his offices and employ- 
ments; but as luck would have it, the 
very circumſtance which procured him the 

G 4 diſ- 
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diſpleaſure of the chaplains, recommended 
him to the favour of Lord Limberham, 
who was well known to have no extraordi- 
nary veneration for the clergy. 


After this adventure, he admitted Claſſic 


to the utmoſt intimacy with him; he took 
him to court, to the play- houſe, and the 
bawdy-houſe ; and at laſt, ſo entirely did our 
young tutor gain his affections, he actually 
offered him a wife of his own procuring. 
Claflic, at this time, had no great reliſh 
for matrimony, and accordingly heſitated 
at the offer which was made him: at this 


unexpected behaviour, my lord expreſſed 


great ſurprize; and told him, that if 
he knew the lady who was intended for 
him, he would be perfectly enamoured of 
her; ** for ſhe is, proceeded his lordſhip, 
% a woman of breeding, beauty, and the 
«© moſt polite accompliſhments; and in- 
& deed, if I did not know her to be one 
e of the moſt excellent ladies in the uni- 
« yerſe, I ſhould be far from recommend- 


6C ing 


ed 
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« ing her to a gentleman, for whom I 
« have ſo perfect a regard, as I have for 
« Mr, Claſſic. The lady, indeed, conti- 
„ nued he, is now at my diſpoſal; and 1 


have fo great a regard both for you and 


« her, that, if you marry her, I ſhall im- 
« mediately preſent you to one of my beſt 
e livings.-. But you ſhall fee the lady firſt; 


and if you find my account exaggerated, . 
| © reject her; for I would not have you 


«force your inclinations for the whole 
6. world.” * 


Theſe praiſes, which could not fail of 5 
warming the imagination of a young man, 


had ſo great an effect upon Claſſic, that he 


deſired his lordſhip would procure him the 
favour of an interview with the lady. My 
lord readily conſented; and at the ſame 
time told him, it was a lady whom he had 
already ſeen. This notice ſerved only to en. 
creaſe the impatience of our youth; which 
his lordſhip obſerying, told him, he ſhould 
be introduced to her very ſoon; and when 

G 5 he 
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he was, he made no doubt but he would 
be charmed with her accompliſhments, and 


poſed alliance. At the concluſion of this 
ſpeech, they parted; and Claffic retired 
from the conference, not a little elated, as 
he was fully perfwaded in his own mind, 
that this generous Lord intended to give 
him one of his own daughters in mar- 
riage. 


ſpenſe, for a day was ſoon appointed for the 
interview; when Oxymel found the lady 
to be indeed poſſeſſed of every accompliſh- 


and of ſome others alſo, which the noble 
Lord had forgot to mention; for ſhe was 
not only a very fine woman herſelf, but 
was likewiſe a mother of two very fine 
children; and beſides this, ſhe had lived 
five years at Limberham-houſe, in r 
of his ie, < "miſipeſs,” hs 


wy * Though 


think himſelf highly honoured by the pro- 


1 he was not kept long in ſu- 


ment which had been attributed to her, 
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Though our youth was far from think- 
ing himſelf honoured by a propoſal of this 
nature, yet he conducted himſelf with 
great decency tt.roughout the viſit; at 
which my Lord was ſo well pleaſed, that 
he ſent for him the next day into his ſtudy, 
which was a certain place in a retired part 
of the houſe, where his lordſhip. generally 
took a nap after dinner, and actually con- 
gratulated him, in very polite terms, on 
his approaching felicity . There is a 
te creature for you! Such a creature, ſaid 
« he, and with a living of three hundred 
« a year in hand? To this our hero mo- 


deftly replied, that he ſhould always conſi- 


der. himſelf as extremely obliged to his 


| lordſhip, for his friendly intentions, but 


that he ſhould not be able to avail himſelf 


of his kindneſs, as he was not at that time 
of a proper age for taking Orders. This, 
however, his lordſhip treated as a frivolous 
objection, and told him, that he could eaſi- 
ly ſecure that point, as it was not long ago, 
ſince he had prevailed on a certain Bp to 
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ordain one of his footmen; and he was 
ſure, he could even have his horſe 


ordained, were he to deſire it. But 


Claſſic continuing ſtill to heſitate, his pa- 
tron, who by no means imagined that he 
could have the leaſt objection to the honour 
offered him, told him, if he had any diſ- 
like to the church, he would provide for 
him as genteelly in ſome of the public 
offices: So, Claſſic, ſays he, I'll give 
“ you till to-morrow to conſider, which 
&«. of the two you think preferable, either 
„% the civil or ecclefiaſtical eſtabliſhment ; 
„ chuſe which you will, I ſhall always 


« prove your friend z and you may depend : 
«.ypon it, that I ſhall often come and ſee 


„you and your lady.” 


Come and ſee me and my lady—hem — 
Me and my lady—-very good. Aye, me 
and my lady, ſaid Claſſic, as he was going 
down ſtairs, after having parted with his 
lordſhip; and me and my lady ſtuck ſo 


confoundedly in his ſtomach, that he could 
neither 


\ 
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neither think or talk of any thing elſe. 
This unlucky expreſſion. alone, without 
the concurrence of other circumſtances» 
would have determined him at once to reject; 
the offer. As there was no need of much 


conſideration, he waited on his lordſhip in 


leis than four and twenty hours, in order 
to give in his anſwer.. As ſoon as he en- 
tered the apartment where his lordſhip was, 
Limberham run to him with great affections 
claſped him in his arms, and aſked him, 
when the wedding-day fhould be. Jo this 


queſtion, Claſſic anſwered with great inno- 


cence, Me and my Lady. This ſtrange 


reply, in ſome meaſure, diſconcerted his 


lordſhip; however, he ſoon recollected 


himſelf, and aſked Claſſic, if he had come 


to any reſolution, with regard to the pro- 
poſal which had been made him. Are you, 
ſays he, diſpoſed to accept the honour 
offered you, or no? To this Claſſic an- 


ſwered, that he ſhould think himſelf ex- 
tremely happy in receiving any of his lord- 


ſhip's favours, but that he had maturely 


con- 
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conſidered the advantages and diſadvantages 
of matrimony ; and that, though he had 
all imaginable regard for the lady recom- 
mended to him, yet he had determined in 
his own mind to continue in a ſingle ſtate, 
till he had gained a little more experience 
in the world. Very well, replied my Lord 
Limberham, you are in the right to follow 
your own counſel; and I, for my own 
part, ſhould: be ſorry to force any man's 
inclinations. Having ſaid this, and wiſhed 
Claſſic a good morning, he retired. 
Claſſic retired likewiſe : but as he went 
along, he could not for the ſoul of him 


help muttering to himſelf, Me and my 
Lady! 


CHAP. 


7. 
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C HAP. XASYL. 


This chapter, if properly attended to, may be 
ſerviceable tu many of our readers. 


HIS affair being thus happily ter- 
minated, our tutor thought himſelf as 
ſecure as he had ever been, of the good 


graces of my Lord Limberham ; eſpecially 


as that nobleman now treated him with 


more than ordinary civility ; but this affec- 
tation of tranquillity, for it was no better, 
was only the prelude to a ſtorm. 


In leſs than fix weeks after his refuſal of 


the lady, he was ſummoned to appear before 


Lord Limberham, who at that time fat 1 in 
full ſtate, as being ſurrounded by his domeſ- 
tics, His lordſhip received his dependent 
with the utmoſt ſternneſs, and aſked him, 


in a very peremptory tone, When he had 


ſcen his * To which Claſſic very in, 
nocently, 
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nocently, and very honeſtly replied, Not 
theſe ſix weeks. Not theſe ſix weeks, ſaid 
the nobleman ! Is this your way of diſ- 
charging the office of a tutor! Is this your 
fidelity ! Are you kept for this! Do you 
receive your ſalary for this! You have not 


ſeen my ſon theſe. ſix weeks; and if the 


truth were known, I ſuppoſe you have not 
given him; a lecture theſe ſix months 
Claſſic could not altogether deny the charge; 
_ but he alledged in his own defence, that in 
ſo doing, he had only complied with the 


orders which he had received. Aye, ſaid. 


my Lord, and you was very ready to com- 
ply with theſe orders ; and now I fhall give 


you freſh orders, which-I muſt inſiſt upon 


your complying with too: theſe, Sir, are, 
that you leave my houſe immediately, your 


wages are ready with my ſteward; and I. 


defire that I may never ſee your face again. 


Claſſic was ſomewhat nettled at this un- 


generous treatment, and was on the point 
of breaking out into ſome very diſteſpect- 
1 k ful 
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ful expreſſions ; however, he reſtrained his 
noble ſpirit, and contented himſelf with no 
very ſevere revenge, conſidering the pto- 
vocation he had met with. He only eyed 
my Lord with a contemptuous ſneer, clap- 
ped his hands on his ſide, ſaid, Me and 
my Lady, turned on his heel, and walked 
off. After this, he immediately applied to 
the ſteward, took his money, and retired 
to a private lodging. 


During his receſs from buſineſs, he, like 
many other gentlemen out of employment, 
frequently indulged himſelf with a walk in 
the park. As he was once doing this, it 


accidentally happened, that he met the 


young nobleman, whoſe tutor he had been. 


As Claſſic had obſerved him, and paſſed 
him without taking the leaſt notice, he was. 


not a little ſurprized at the young noble- 


man's coming up to him, and accoſting 


him with all the marks of n and. 
politeneſs. 6 


4 1 


This 
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This unexpected condeſcenſion immedi. 
ately overcame all the reſentment of Claſſic; 
and the tutor and his pupil ſoon entered 
into the utmoſt intimacy. In the courſe of 
converſation, the young lord told Claſſic, 
that he was extremely concerned at his di. 
miſſion from his father's houſe ; and that ir 
he had been at home at that time, he would 
have endeavoured to prevent it; and he 
even went ſo far as to afk him, if it would 
be agreeable to him to return to his former 
"ſtation. On his abſolutely. declining 
this, the young nobleman offered him his 
-Intereft, and went fo far as to affure him, 
that he would obtain him an enſigncy ina 
marching regiment, provided he had no 
diſlike to a military life. Nothing could 
have been more agreeable than this to the 
conſtitution of our hero, and the propoſal 
was accordingly embraced with the utmoſt 


alacrity. The nobleman, finding him thus 
diſpoſed, invited him to ſpend that very 


evening at a tavern, where a meeting of 
ſeveral military gentlemen. was to be held. 
| Claſſic 
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laſſic complied with this invitation; and 
as the company conſiſted chiefly of men of 
fortune and education, ſuch an introduction 
could not but be highly pleaſing to him- 
The night, indeed, was ſpent with the ut- 
moſt feſtivity ; and before the company ſe- 
parated, he became quite enamoured of 
a military life, and inſpired with a thirſt 


of glory. 
When the meeting broke up, my Lord 


very politely offered Claſſic his own cha- 
riot, but he thought proper to refuſe it, 


and content himſelf with the company of 


2 young ſubaltern, who happened to lodge 


in the ſame part of the town with himſelt: 


As they werewalking arm in arm through 
the ſtreets, they obſerved a watchman plant 
himſelf in the middle of the foot-way ; in- 
ſtead of regarding this, they went on; but 
no ſooner did they come up to the fellow, 
than he bruſhed againſt them, knocked his 
lanthorn againſt the poſt, and bawled out to 
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his brethren for aſſiſtance. The officer and 
Claſſic were alarmed at this outcry, and 
very Kindly enquired, What was the mat. 
ter with him? Oh! Pl let you know pre: 
ſently what is the matter with me, repliel 
this lieutenant of the night; and indeed fr 
did let them know; for no ſooner had theſ 
words proceeded from his mouth, that 


they were ſurrounded by a whole gang oi. w 
the ſame fraternity, and hurried. to thi nit 
watch-houſe. | 

As ſoon as our priſoners entered into thihlied 


place, they were ſaluted with an air of auf 
thority, by a. jolly fellow, who fat in an 
arm chair, with a long ſtaff on one ſide offfl; 
him, and an empty gallon pot on the other; 
a fellow, who at midnight looked as big, tl 
and underſtood as much law, as half they 
juſtices of the peace in the three Kingdoms. I 
When the watch had conducted our two 2 
heroes to the throne, this venerable ma- In 
giſtrate, in imitation, we ſuppoſe, of his 
ſuperiors, made half an hundred wry faces, 


and 
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nd affected to look wiſe z ſo far he played 
e juſtice excellently ; but after this, his 
rorſhip unluckily forgetting his own im- 
Wortance, thruſt a moſt enormous quid of 
pbacco into his left jaw, and aſked the 
riſoners, what they had to ſay in their own. 
Pebalf, why they ſhould not be confined 
gere all night, and ſent to priſon the next 
Wy? Aye, ſays he, anſwer me that, 
8s 0 Why you ſhould not be confined here all 
night, and ſent to priſon to-morrow ??? 


To this laconic queſtion, the priſoners re- 
lied, that they could not poſſibly anſwer 
in their own defence, till they were made 
in an acquainted with the nature of their accuſa- 
tion. The honeſt conſtable owned the force 
Jof their argument, and ſaid, To be ſure, 
« that is but reaſonable: it is right, that 
the you ſhould hear your indictment, before 
Ms. «you plead guilty, or not guilty : it is fo 
twoſſe at all the courts in England; and I, for 
4. my part, am always for impartiality z ſo, 
| his « you watchman, ſtand forth.” At this 
aces, . _ 
and : 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| fummons, the watchman ſtood forth, ar 


| giſtrate 1 in the morning 
if you will charge.” 

that I will; 
you, Mr. Conſtable, directly, if youlſ 
oe have a mind to 1t, returned the watch 
2 man.“ 
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producing his battered lanthorn, declared 
that the two gentlemen then in cuſtody, 
had joſtled him violently - againſt a wal 


thrown him down, and hurt one of his 


ribs ; whereby, proceeded he, they com 
mitted, or intended to commit, an aſlault 
and I am deſirous to have them charged; 


Charged, quoth the conſtable, ha! yoi 


« would have them charged ? But tell me 
« Sir, tell me, Mr. watchman, will you 
« charge, if there is an abſoluie neceſſir 


10 for it? If you will charge, mind me, 
« you will abſolutely charge, they muſt þ 


« kept here all night, and go before a mi- 
3 ſo let me kno 
„ Charge! yes, 
I will charge, an' pleak 


57 this time, the officer began to ſmel 
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harmleſs one, being only inteaded to re- 
eruit the empty pot, and to guard this nightly 
convocation againſt the inclemency of the 
weather. As he was not diſpleaſed with 
the drollery of his examination; and be- 
ſides this, was unwilling to undergo the 
mortification of appearing before a Juſtice 
in the morning, he addreſſed himſelf to the 
magiſtrate of the night, and told him, 
That both he and his companion had ſo 
great a regard for watchmen in general, 
that inſtead of injuring any of thoſe uſeful 
members of ſociety, they would much ra- 
ther have treated them with a gallon or two 
of porter. 


Say you ſo, gentlemen, ſaid the IR 


« ſtable! Aye, I perceive it now; you are 
good honeſt ſort of gentlemen, - You 
« will give them two gallons of porter 
« yourſelf, you ſay; and I make no doubt 


but your companion will give them two 


more. Come, come, the affair ſhall be 
made ug this moment... But then 
8 « the 
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the charge, ſaid the officer.” 4 Charge! 
„ replied the Conſtable ; charge indeed! 
Don't talk to me about charge; Ill rake 
e no charge againſt two ſuch honeſt gen- 
„ tlemen as you are, if my own father 
« aſked me on his bare knees. Here, 
« watchman, the gentlemen ſay, they'll 
& give you four gallons of porter betwixt 
*"them;'and I am certain, that their ho- 
<< nours will give me a bowl of punch for 
if my trouble.” 


No ſooner had this excellent orator 
finiſhed his harangue, than he ordered the 
liquor to be ſent for; at which proceeding, 
the officer ſmiled, and told him, that he 
had not made an abſolute promiſe of giving 
any thing; however, added he, the Ii. 
quor may be brought in; though, | 

will by no means have it conſidered, 

an atonement for any treſpaſs we * 
committed, but merely as an act of gene- 
*rofity. < Oh! for that matter, replied the 


— Conſtable, we will not ſtang upon cere 
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* mony;z ſo long as we have the liquor, 
* we do not care what it is for. Here, 


Tom, order it in directly, and bring the 


« gentlemen a pipe a piece.“ 


The officer and Claſſic having helped to 
finiſh the bowl, took leave of the Conſtables 
as ſoon as the morning began to dawn. The 
officer having arrived at his lodgings, Claſlic 
ſet off in high ſpirits for his own apart- 
ments, being partly elated with the acci- 
dental banquet which the watch had pro- 
vided for him, and partly with the proſpect 
of militaty promotion. 


In this merry mood, he croſſed Covent- 


Garden-market, and arrived at the church 


in his way home, when one of the moſt pi- 


teous objects preſented itſelf to his view, 
that ever ſhewed the inhuman cruelty and 
barbarous indifference of this world. 


Juſtice and mercy, ye twin-children af the 
ſame beneficent Being, hear not the ſtory ! 
Should 
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Should ye, juſtice would be changed into 


_ cruelty, and mercy would weep out her 


eyes 


On the ſteps of that church; on the ſteps 
of the church of God, of the God of 


goodneſs and mercy, there lay with his 


head againſt the iron rails, a feeble old 


man, wrapped up in a foldier's coat. 


Though the morning was ſo ſharp and 


foggy, and the dew diſtilled fo faſt, that 


health itſelf could hardly have withſtood 
the inclemency of the ſky, yet in this con- 
dition there lay a man, an old man, faſt 
aſleep. A man! aye, a man, an old man, a 
feeble old man, whoſe head was bald, cold, 
and naked, except where a few white locks, 


which looked like winter, afforded jt 4 


wretched covering ; whoſe poor limbs ſhi- 
wered ; whoſe crutches lay beſide him, 
which his palfied hands could ſcarce reach, 
or, if they could reach, could ſcarce raiſe 
for the ſupport of his emaciated body. 


_ Claſſic 
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Claſſic ſtarted at this ſight; however, he 
ſoon recovered himſelf, and endeavoured 
to wake the poor wretch from fuch un- 
wholeſome Number, but for ſome time it 
was in vain; for ſome minutes the old man 
ſtirred, and that was all; and at length, 
after many efforts, when he faintly raiſed 
his eyelids, and looked piteouſly about 
him, it was uncertain whether he ſhould 
return to life, or ſink into ſleep again ; in- 
deed he ſeemed as if death and nature were 
ſtruggling within him for the victory. 


Oh! ye rich! ye mighty! ye, that 


have your dainties, your wines, your beds 


of down, your ſilks, your jewels and your 


embroideries, contemplate for a moment on 
this ſcene of wretehedneſs; learn to pity 
—_— and learn to know yourſelves, 


Claſſic ſtarted at the fight and being 


ſhocked at ſeeing an human creature in ſo 
deplorable a ſtate, he at length awakened 
him. As ſoon as the poor old man re- 
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turned to his ſenſes, he thus addreſſed our 
hero: Your charity, good Sir, for 
« heaven's ſake; I am a poor old ſoldier; 
« fought ten. years under the duke of 
« Marlborough—bur I can fight no more 
* now. You look angry, Sir; I hope 
« there is no harm in an old ſoldier's ſlecp- 
„ing here.” 


Claſſic could make no reply; but he put 
his hand into his pocket, gave him all he hat 
had, burſt into tears, and retired, 5 cel 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXXVIL 
A dream, a viſit, and a letter. 


\ XYMEL, not long after the above 
adventure, arrived at his lodgings, 

but ſo affected by the miſerable ſight he 
had juſt met with, that he thought it ne- 
ceſſary to refreſh himſelf with a nap. Hav. 
ing accordingly undreſt himſelf, he ſoon 
fell into a deep ſlumber, which, however, 
continued but for a little while; for his 
imagination was ſo diſturbed by the im! 
preſſions he had received, that he ſtarted, 
ſweated, and tumbled about; and at length, 
his fancy ated ſo powerfully upon him, 
that he leapt from his bed, raiſed a moſt 


terrible out- cry, and diſturbed the whole 
family. 


So great an alarm was ſpread through 
the houſe, that the landlord, imagining 


H 3 jom : 
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ſome miſchief had befallen his lodger, ran 


up ſtairs to his aſſiſtance, when he found. 


him extended on the floor, and be- 
moaning his ill fortune in the moſt lament- 
able tone imaginable. The landlord at- 
tempted to wake him, but in vain ; Claſſic 
continued ſtill faſt aſleep; and at length, 
after having received 2 violent ſhake, he 
cried out, I have loſt a leg and an arm 
« in the ſervice. D mn thoſe French- 
* men. A leg and an arm gone, And 
e muſt I lie upon Covent-Garden fteps all 
«© my life after? Not I. Fire away, lieu- 
«*« tenant! fire away! For God's ſake, my 
% dear friend, ſhoot me through the head: 
« I'll never go. back to England, to lie 
«© upon Covent-Garden ſteps all my life- 
©« time. So, you won't fire; ha! No. 


« Well, that's true; I am an enſign: I 


*« am not a dog of a common ſoldier; but 
ee that won't do. Half- pay, beggar, ſteps 
« and crutches! Fire away, fire away, 
« lieutenant, if you love me. 


The 
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The landlord, who had never ſeen his in- 
mate in ſuch a trim as this before, was almoſt 
tempted to conclude, that he had loſt his 


ſenſes, and was on the point of retiring 


from the chamber; but a reinforcement of 
neighbours luckily arriving at that very 
moment, he determined to try how far our 
hero might come within the ſtatute of in- 
ſanity. In order to be clearly informed in 
this point, he thought it neceſſary that he 


ſhould be firſt awakened; and though ir 


was a work of great difficulty, yet he hap- 
pily ſucceeded in it, by the aſſiſtance of his 
auxiliaries. But in ſpite of this ſucceſs, the 


affair ſeemed yet to be undetermined , for 


it was a long time before Claſſic could be 
perſuaded, but that he had actually been 

engaged in battle, and loſt two of his limbs 
in the firſt line; at length, however, being 
convinced that he had by no means ſuffered 
in the fleſh, he was prevalled on to return 
to bed, though nut before he had diſpelled 
the vapours, and fortified his nerves with 
a bumper of excellent brandy, which he 


H 4 took: 
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took at the eſpecial recommendation of his 
landlord. 


He had the happineſs to fall aſleep again, 
and very luckily, was no more viſited by 
thoſe dreadful apprehenſions which had be- 
fore tormented him. After a nap of ſix 
hours, he awoke perfectly refreſhed ;z, but 
ſo great an impreſſion had his adventure 
with the old ſoldier, and his own dream 
together, made upon his ſenſes, that he 
determined, from that moment, to re- 
nounce all thoughts of engaging in a mili- 
tary life. Being thus determined, he waited 
next day on his noble patron, and acquaint- 
ed him with his reſolution, though he had 
prudence enough to conceal the motives, 
which induced him to this alteration of his 
ſentiments, 


His lordſhip was ſurprized at this refu- 
ſal; however, he received it with a good 
grace; and was ſo far from being offended 
at it, that he made him an handſome pre- 

ſent, 


Us 
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ſent, promiſed to provide for him, as ſoon 
as poſſible, in ſome of the civil depart- 
ments; and even adviſed him, in the mean 
time, to take his pleaſure, and uſe that op- 
portunity of viſiting his friends. 


Claſſic thanked his lordſhip for his ad- 
vice; and in conſequence of it, determined 
to make a tour amongſt his acquaintance ; 
and this he was enabled to do with a better 
grace, as at that time he had money in his 
pocket, and wanted 'to aſk no favour of 
any of them. | 


The firſt gentleman whom he fixed on 
in his mind for this purpoſe, was the gentle 
Mr. Primroſe, who had juſt retired to a 
country living at a ſmall diſtance from 
London. As there always had ſubſiſted a 
great intimacy betwixt him and Claſſic ac 
college, Claſſic made no doubt but he 
ſhould meet with the warmeſt reception 
from his old acquaintance: but before we 
carry the reader to Mr. Primroſe's houfe, 
5 5 _ we 
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we ſhall beg leave to ſpend a few minutes 


in deſcribing Mr. Primroſe's Nn and 
e eee 


Mr. Primroſe, then, was a prig; Mr. 
Primroſe was a coxcomb-; Mr. Primroſe 
was a ſatiriſt, and Mr. Primroſe was an ex- 
cellent preacher—at his own pariſh church. 
Had he been contented with the merit he 
might have derived from theſe qualifica- 
tions, he might have paſſed unnoticed ; 
but deſpiſing theſe accompliſhments, he 
chiefly valued himſelf on the beauty and 
fymmetry of his perſon; and it muſt in. 
deed be confeſſed, that he had ſufficient 
reaſon for ſo doing; for the edge of his 
face, at a ſide-view, was ſo exceeding 
ſharp, his body was ſo very meagre, and 
his legs fo very long and very thin, that 
he would have borne a very exact reſem- 
blancè to an hatcher, were it to be erected 


on a pair of expanded compaſſes: but 


notwithſtanding theſe infirmities, he was 
Mill a man that made a noiſe in the world; 
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for he was very much of a gentleman; he 


talked well, he ſwore well, and he drank. 


well; beſides, he was reckoned clever, 
nay, very clever in his own village. He 
kept good horſes too, and a couple of 
footmen. He underſtood Greek, he un- 
derſtood Latin; he ſaid, he underſtood- 
Hebrew, and he ſtudied the Mathematics; 
and beſides his horſes, his footmen, his 
Greek, his Latin, his: Hebrew, and his 
Mathematics, at all public meetings; at: 
pariſh dinners, at election dinners at viſi- - 


tation dinners ;. he. loved to cut his-own . 
cucumbers.. | 


Claſſic, having arrived at the houſe of 
Mr. Primroſe, and ſignified his intention of 
viſiting him, was deſired by the ſervants to 
walk into the parlour for a few minutes, as 
their maſter was at that time engaged in 
his cloſet, and they never durſt diſturb him 
on any account whatever, when he was at: 
his books. Our hero received this intelli- - 
gence with ſome degree of aſtoniſhment, 


H. G. | a3: 
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as Mr. Primroſe was the laſt man in the 


world, whom he could have ſuſpected of 


any ſevere application to his ſtudies ; how- 
ever, as he knew not how ſtrangely the 
temper and conſtitution might alter in a 
few years, he determined to wait till my 
gentleman was at leiſure : in conſequence 
of this his reſolution, he waited long 
enough, for Mr, Primroſe's ſtudious fit was 
not ſo ſoon over this morning, as it gene- 
rally uſed to be, which might perhaps 
ariſe from the trivial circumſtance 'of his 
having been informed, that a gentleman 
was walting for him; and this ſeems ex- 
tremely probable, as it is certain that his 
footman had privately given him ſuch an 


intimation. 


At length, after Claſſic had been kept 
in the moſt tedious expectation, this pro- 
feſſed ſtudent made his appearance with a 
fmart velvet night-cap on his head, and a 
large folio under his arm. As ſoon as 
Primroſe entered the room, Claſſic was 


warmed 
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warmed at the fight of his old friend, and 


vas on the point of flying with rapture in- 


to his arms, when he was ſuddenly checked. 
in his career by a cold compliment, and. 
colder look, which he received from Prim 
role ; who told him, vithout ſeeming to. 
recolle& him) that he would by no means 
have made him wait ſo long, had he been 
ſenſible of the honour done him; * but L 
e have been en gaged in my morning's ex- 
g erciſe, continued he, of reading ſome of 
the ancient fathers; and very excellent 
„ writers they are: at length, Sir, how- 
ever, I am diſengaged, and ſhall be glad 


to know, what has procured me the fa- 


« your of this viſit.” 


In anſwer to theſe compliments, Sdeath, 
Sir, ſaid Claſſic, have you forgot me?“ 
« No, Sir, ſaid Primroſe, ſimpering, for 
do not remember to have had the plea- 
« ſure of ſeeing you before.“ Not ſeen 
“me before, replied Oxymel! Pray recol- 


« fe.” Indeed, Sir, I have not that 


«© happineſs, 


158 


< happineſs, returned Primroſe.” “ Then 
my name is Claſſic, ſaid our hero.” 
« Claſſic! Oh! Mr. Claſſic, replied Prim- 
roſe; and pray how does Mr. Claſſic do? 


I hope he will be ſeated; nay, I inſiſt. 
upon your ſitting down.” 


cc 


I 


& 


a. 


Claſſic, without waiting for further or- 
ders, fat down; and as ſoon as he had done 
ſo, renewed: the converſation, by letting 
Primroſe know, that he had taken a long, 
ride for the ſake of ſeeing him, and that 
he found himſelf extremely fatigued. To 
which, this facetious. hoſt replied, © Yes, 
„ live at a pretty good diſtance from 
% London; to be ſure it is a ſmart ride; 
« and ſince you find yourſelf fatigued, I 
% hope that you will ſtay. and dine with. 
% me.” Claſſic gave his aſſent to this civil 

invitation; and Mr. Primroſe, after having . 
made a polite apology. for his rudeneſs, in 
leaving his viſitant by himſelf, retired to 
dreſs. Claſſic (as he very reaſonably might) 
expected. to have been favoured with the 

7 company 
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company and converſation of his friend, as 
ſoon as this important buſineſs might have 

been diſpatched; but he was very far from 
being indulged in this expectation, for the 


parſon tripping into the room, as ſoon as 


he was well puffed and powdered, told 


him, that he was under a neceſſity of 


begging his excuſe a few moments longer, 


for he had ſeveral viſits to make that morn- 


ing; and befides-this, he and his lady al-. 


ways made it a rule to take an airing be- 


fore dinner; * So farewel, Claſſic, ſays 


„he, the coach is this moment waiting 
“ for me; adieu: I ſhall be at home again 


in a couple of hours; and in the mean 
e time, you may divert yourſelf with a 
* walk in the garden. Dinner will be on 
the table preciſely at three; and if you 


chuſe to ſtay all night, I'Il take care and 
« provide you a bed at the inn.” Saying 
this, he tripped out as he tripped in; 
gave his lady his hand, bid his friend once 
more adieu, and then danced into the coach 


himſelf, | | As 


od 
rc 
WY U x IE AE eggs cn oe” 


160 Tre ADVENTURES OP 


As forouradventurer, he was ſo aſtoniſhed 
at this reception, that he had no power to 
reſent the behaviour of Primroſe; and he 
even ſaw the coach drive off, before he 
could recollect himſelf. As ſoon as he re. 
covered from his amazement, he rung the 
bell with ſome authority; demanded pen, 
mk, and paper, and wrote the following 
note, which he left on a marble ſlab, for 
the inſpection of Mr. Primroſe, at his re- 
turn. 


SIR, | 

It is the part of a true friend, to tel!- 

a man of his faults; and as a proof of 
my ſincerity in this reſpect, I mult take 
« the liberty of telling you, that you are 
« at this very moment, a much greater 
« fool, than you ever was at Oxford. 
« From the circumſtance of your promo- 
« tion in the church, I concluded, that. 
« ſome very material alteration had been 
made, both in your manners and in your 
4 underſtanding ; but I am at length fully 
| con- 
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convinced, that Mr. Primroſe will be 


Mr. Primroſe as long as he lives. It is. > 
probable, that I may never have the * 


happineſs of ſeeing you again; but if I 
{hould ever be fortunate enough to meet 
you in a convenient place, I ſhall ces- 
tainly have the ſatisfaction of returning 
your civilities, and of convincing you 
in a proper manner, with what reſpeck 
and ſincerity I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


Deſcribes a very merry ſcene, which at laf 
ends very tragically. 


UR viſitant having thus ſignified his 

ſenſe of Primroſe's behaviour, left the 
houſe, with a determined reſolution to pay 
no more viſits to his friends; but as he had 
leiſure time upon his hands, and did not 
know how: to employ it, he thought he 
might as well amuſe himſelf with three or 
four days excurſion into the country there- 
abouts, as return immediately to London, 
As it was a matter of indifference to Claſſic 
which way he went, he gave himſelf up 
entirely to the guidance of his horſe, who 
ſoon brought him to a good market-town; 


and having done this, ran with him full 


drive into an inn- yard. His rider was not 
aà little ſurpriſed at this ſagacity of the 


beaſt ;. 
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beaft ; and though he at firſt attempted to 
turn him into another road, yet finding the 
creature obſtinate, he very wiſely dif- 
mounted, and directly marched into the 
kitchen, without any regard to his own 
dignity; being tempted to this piece of 
felf-degradation, by the ſound of mirth 
and jollity which proceeded from it. 


As ſoon as he entered this ſcene of mer- 
riment, he perceived the company to con- 
ſiſt of a ſet of jolly farmers, who had juſt 
diſpoſed of their commodities, and were 
now quaffing ale with as much glee and ſa- 
tisfaction, as if it had been near. As 
Oxymel was at this time dreſſed rather 
magnificemiy, he foon attracted the notice 
of theſe plebeians, who very reſpectfully 
roſe from their ſeats, and offered him a 
place in the chimney-corxner. This, how- 
ever, he declined ; but at the ſame time 


told them, that he ſhould be willing to 


make one of their company, if they had 
no objection to it. This offer was readily 
embraced: 
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embraced by the farmers, and Claſſic ſoon 
grew very familiar with his new compa- 
Nnions. | | 17 


As he loved to penetrate into the real 
tempers of mankind, he threw off all re. 
ſerve. himſelf, and contrived to keep up the 

attention of his new friends, by Rarting 
freſh topics of converſation, as ſoon as he 
perceived that any of them began to flag. 
By theſe means, before the evening es 
cluded, he was enabled to diſcern in this 
aſſembly; divines, caſuiſts, politicians, law- 
yers, ſtateſmen, and jeſuits, diſguiſed un- 
der the garb of country farmers. 


His invention, however, beitg at length 
a!moſt exhauſted, he waz compelled to 
have recourſe to the beaten ſubject, of the 
dearneſs of proviſions; addreſſing himſelr 
to the company 1a a very ſolemn manner, 
he told. them, he ſhould be glad to receive 
ſome information from them, with regard 
to. that matter, as they were certainly the 
men 
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men who muft underſtand theſe things 
better than any others. This was a que- 
ſion happily ſuited to the capacity of every 
man pretent, and almoſt every one ſeemed 
determined to ſpeak on it. 


The firſt who got up for this purpoſe, 
declared, that it was owing to the bad wea- 
ther in the beginning of the year; and the 
ſecond, that it was owing to bad weather 
at the latter end of it; but theſe ſolutions 
were not reliſhed by a third, who affirmed, 
that it proceeded from the great number of 
poor; but this was generally thought to be 
a bad argument, as the poor very ſeldom 
have even bread to eat, and conſequently 
cannot be ſuppoſed to devour any great 
quantity of the fruits of the earth. A 
fourth ſtarting up, and ſhaking his head, 
ſwore, that it was owing to a bad ſeed-time ; 
which a fifth flatly contradifting, affirmed 
it to proceed from a bad harveit-time ; 
another attributed it to the great number 
of horſes nouriſhed in this nation; and 

another, 


another, to the tyranny and oppreſſion of 
the landlords ; but at aſt, one who thought 
himſelf wiſer than all the reft, and was diſ. 
ſatisfied with every reaſon that had been 
given, aſſured the company, with as much 
authority and folemnity, as could have been 
expected in a country farmer, that it was 
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abſolutely owing to the monopolizing of 


farms. Monopolizing of farms, ſaid he, 
is the crying fin of this nation. Pray, 
« tell me, why ſhould not one have as 
„ much as another? For my part, I am 
<< for letting the poor live! ] fay it, and I 
* do not care who knows it; I am for let- 
ce ting the poor live; and as ſure as my 
« name is Thomas Stack, ſo ſure is mono- 
&« polizing of farms the ruin of this king- 
e dom.” 


There may be ſome truth in what 
you have advanced, replied Claſſic, but 
a bare aſſertion will not do: 1, and 1 


doubt not but the reſt of the company 
would be glad to hear ſome of your argu- 
ments in defence of what you have aſſerted. 
« Arguments! ſaid Thomas Stack, what 
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« ſignifies argufying about the matter ! 

« Have not I argufied enough already ? 
« Have I not told you, that I know it to 

« be ſo? I have; and J tell you once more 
that it is ſo; for I know it; and 1 would 

« not ſay a thing that I did not know to 
« be fact. But what ſignifies talking; that 
« will do no good! If I pleaſe, I can give 
« you fifty arguments; but when a man 
« knows it to be fo, that is enough, in my 
opinion; and I know it to be ſo; and fo 
« here's confuſion to all the monopolizers 
« in England! A parcel of dogs, they , 
« would ſtarve all the poor to death, if 
« they had it in their power, that they 
„ would, as ſure as my name is Thomas 
« Stack ; and ſo, here is confuſion to them 
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Stack! Stack ! ſaid Claſſic; pray, ſaid 
he, have I not formerly had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you at my Lord Limbertam's ? 
« Perhaps you may, retorted Stack; and 
« if you have, there is not ſo great a 

| « raſcal, 


| 
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< raſcal, as that Lord Limberham, at thi; 
& day unhang'd. I wanted a ſmall farm 
te of him, the other day, and he would 
e“ not let me have it, though it was but 
& fifty pounds a year, or thereabouts.” 
Fifty, ſaid Claſſic; there could not be 
much monopolizing in that; but his ſtew. 
ard told me, it was above three hundred; 


and that you, if your name is Stack, vas 


very angry with him, becauſe he perſuaded 
his maſter to divide it. 


This effectually ſilenced cur ſpokeſman; 
for as he could not deny the fact, he thought 
proper to ſay nothing in contradiction to it: 
but though maſter Stack himſelf was ſilent 
on the affair, an arch wag, who, it may be 


ſuppoſed, owed him no good will, jogged 


Claſſic by the elbow, and ſaid to him in a 


whiſper, ** So, I find you know neighbour, 


de as well as we do: T'll tell you what, he 


« he is like ſome of your great men at 
„ court: though he has never been at Lon. 


don ten times in his whole life, yet he ne- 
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« yer ſpeaks for the good of his country, 
«© but when his own intereſt is ſome how 
&« or other concerned in it.” 


_ Claſſic was pleaſed with the obſervation, 
and intended to have let the affair drop 
here; but farmer Stack's head man, it 
ſeems, thought he was bound to take up 
the cudgels, in defence of his maſter, 
Riſing up, therefore, and opening his 
mouth, as if he was on the point of ſwal- 
lowing a quartern loaf, * Wawnds, ſaid 
« he, and who be you, now, that are ſo 
“ bloody knowing? Suppoſing he did want 
« that farm, would not every one in his 


place do the fame? Han't every man a 


„right to do the beſt for himſelf? You, 
I ſuppoſe, be ſome Oxford or Cantab, 
e ſcholar, by your being ſo confoundedly 
„ cunning.” You have gueſſed the very 
thing, my good friend, replied Claſſic; I 
have had the honour of ſpending ſome years 
at Oxford. And pray, what might you 
« ſtudy there? Did you ſtudy farming 

Vol. II. I there, 
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<« there, ſaid farmer Stack's man?“ No, 
ſaid the Oxonian. Did you ſtudy law, 
% {aid farmer Stack's man?” No, ſaid 
Claſſic, ** Did you, then, ſtudy divinity, 
* ſaid he?” No, ſaid the other. Why 
e then, I ſuppoſe you ſtudied phyſic, ſaid 
« the fellow ?? Why then you ſuppoſed 


tight, ſaid Claſſic. What! you are to 
be an apothecary, ſaid the countryman; 


„ Odds, that is very lucky, for I have 
e been out of order theſe three months. 
&« Do, maſter *pothecary, be ſo good as to 
« feel my pulſe for me.” That I will, re- 
plied Oxymel; ſo accordingly, taking him 
by the arm, and feeling his pulſe, he told 
him, that he was moſt certainly diſordered, 
and that a little bleeding and bliſtering 
would, in his opinion, be of very great ſer- 
vice to him. Bleeding and bliſtering ! 
« but I don't think, for all your gold-laced 
« hat, that you are able to do either: if 
« you think you are, let us turn out, ſaid 
« the fellow.” With all my heart, replied 
Claſſic ; I have a pair of excellent ſpurs at 

my 
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my heels, and as good an horſe-whip in my 
hand. Now if you ſtand in need of any 
evacuations, I am ready to adminiſter to 
your neceſſities, 


Farmer Stack's head man ſeemed a little 


intimidated at this reſolution 'of his anta- 


goniſt, and proteſted that he meant no 


harm; for he really took the gentleman for 
a doctor; and if he had given any offence, 


he was heartily ſorry for it. 


This apology was readily accepted by our 


hero, who immediately addreſſed himſelf ta 


the company, and deſired, that a few 


trifling and ridiculous words might not by 


any means interrupt the harmony of the 
evening. This advice was very well re- 
liſhed by every one preſent, except Stack, 


who, indeed, did not publicly diſſent from 


it, though it was evident, that he was by 
no means pleaſed with the converſation 
which had paſſed betwixt him and our ad- 
venturer, Claſſic ſoon perceived, that the 
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farmer was yet diſguſted with him, and ac- 
cordingly he uſed all his addreſs, in order to 
overcome his antipathy ; and in this point he 
| ſucceeded ſo well, that this noble and diſin- 
tereſted patriot, at length agreed to ſtay and 
drink another tankard with our hero, after 
the reſt of the company had departed. 


This being diſpatched, another was called 
for, and diſcuſſed in like manner, when 
Stack made a motion for going; this, 
however, Claſſic endeavoured to prevent; 
but the farmer's native ſurlineſs returning, 
he continued obſtinate in his purpoſe; and 
taking up his hat and whip, marched out 
of the kitchen, ſwearing at the ſame time, 
with no ſmall dignity, that he was maſter 
of himſelf, and that he would go whenever 
he pleaſed. As the farmer ſwore he was 
maſter of his own actions, ſo Claſſic ſwore 
he was not, when he was in company with 
a gentleman; and for that reaſon, inſiſted 
on his coming back again. The farmer, 
however, was ſo far from being preyailed 


On 
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on by theſe arguments, that he gave our 
hero abuſive language, in return to all his 
civilities, which Claſſic reſenting, gave him 
a ſlight puſh, and bid him go to the devil. 
Stack, however, would not go ſtrait for- 
ward, as he was ordered, which might pro- 
ceed from the equipoile of his body's being 
deſtroyed by the force of two gallons of 
ale acting chiefly upon his head, the ſpirit 
of which, as we ſuppoſe, drove him for- 
ward with too much velocity, tilted up his 
heels, and threw him head-foremolt into 
a large heap of horſe dung, which ſeemed. 
to have been providentially placed in the 
inn-yard for his reception. 


But however this might be, it is certain, 
that the farmer was to the laſt degree in- 
cenſed at the accident. As ſoon as he got 
up again, he called his ſervant to his aſſiſt- 
ance, and fell upon Oxymel with the ut- 
moſt fury, who was not very capable of 


making a defence. Claſſic, who, notwith- 


ſtanding this circumſtance, ſoon found that 
1 he 
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he had the advantage of his adverſaries, 
determined within himſelf to puniſh them 
both for their inſolence and preſumption. 
His firſt efforts were directed towards the 
man; and he attacked him ſo warmly, that 
the fellow, after the firſt onſet, rook to his 


heels; when Claſſic, turning about, in or- 


der to attack the other, found the farmer 
ſo cloſely engaged with a. freſh adverſary, 


that there was no occalion for his returning 


to the battle. 


The adverſary with which Mr. Stack was 
at preſent engaged, was nothing more or leſs 
than his own ſhadow. As the moon ſhone 
very bright, and the eyes of that gentleman 
were not very clear, he moſt unfortunate'y 
took the reflection of his own perſon againft 
the wall, for the perſon of his adverſary ; 
and in conſequence of this miſapprehenſion, 
he belaboured the ſides of the houſe at a 


moſt unmerciful rate. Though every blow 


he gave, fetched the ſkin from his own 
knuckles, yet he was ſo far from being 
convinced of his error, that he till per- 
ſiſted to perſue the image which danced 


OxvMuEL CLASSIC, Eq. 175 


before him, with the utmoſt vigour, 
ſwearing at the ſame time, that he never 
met with ſuch a ſlippery and hard-pated 
dog in his whole life. 


This ſcene continued for ſome minutes, 
to the infinite diverſion of our adventurer, - 


who took care not to interfere in the ſquab- 


ble, from a principle of juſtice, as he con- 
cluded that the aggreſſor would ſuffer ſuffi- 
ciently for his folly. Claſſic would willingly 


have ſeen the iſſue of the combat; but as 


he perceived the farmer's man advancing 
towards him, at the head of above fifty 
peaſants, and was afraid that he might be 
ill- treated by thoſe gentry, he prudently re- 
tired, paid his reckoning, ordered out his 
hore, and rode off, leaving the farmer to 


determine the controverſy at his own plea- 


ſure; and lucky for him was it, that he 


came to this reſolution; for the fellow, 


whom he a little before had put to flight, 
was now returning to the field with a con- 
fiderable reinforcement, and a full deter- 
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mination of taking vengeance on our hero; 
and ſo intent was he on this ſingle object, 
that he totally overlooked the ſituation of 
his maſter; inſtead of rouzing that worthy 
gentleman from his reverie, he left him 
ſkipping, dancing, and driving his head 
againſt a ſtone wall, whilſt he went in queſt 
of our fugitive. Had he overtaken him, 
in his rage, he would moſt certainly have 


demoliſhed him; but his endeavours were 


luckily all in vain, for Oxymel had by this 
time made a ſecure retreat. 


When the fellow found that he could not 
gratify his own paſſions, he returned, like 
a good ſervant, to the aſſiſtance of his 
maſter, who ftill continued at his exercile ; 
the fellow, however, met with but a ſcurvy 
reward for his tenderneſs and civility ; for 
Stack, the very moment that he faw him, 
Vas fo far from thinking himſelf obliged to 
him, that he transferred his rage from one 
object to another, and began to belabour his 
man with as much fury, as he had before 
| . bela- 
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belaboured the wall; but at laſt, the other 
peaſants interfering in behalf of their bro- 
ther, the farmer was carried by violence 
from the field of battle, and committed to 
the particular care of the hoſtler, till he 
might recover his former fenſes. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 
Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. 


HILST theſe things were tran- 


ſacting within the precincts of the 


inn, our fugitive was employed in diſci- 


plining the ſides of his. horſe, who was ſo. 
well pleaſed with the reception he had met 


with in his quarters, that he was not very 


willing to leave them at ſo unſeaſonable a 
time of night; for this. reaſon he made ſe- 
veral retrograde motions ; and had not our 


adventurer been well armed, would moſt 
undoubtedly have carried him back into 


the midſt of all his enemies. To ſpeak the 


truth, Claflic himſelf was much of the ſame 
opinion with his horſe, and indeed had left 
the inn with ſo much reluctance, that it 


was pretty evident, nothing could have in- 


duced him to it, but the danger to which 
| | his 
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his perſon muſt have been expoſed by ſtay- 
ing. The conſideration, too,. of the dan- 
ger which might reſult from a perſuit, in- 
duced him to ply his whip and ſpurs very 
aſſiduouſly for the firſt half hour; but hav- 
ing by this time thought himſelf ſecure 
enough. from a perſuit, he relaxed his pace, 
and began to conſider with himſelf, in what 
part of the country he had got, and what 
courſe he ſhould rake; and this was the- 


more neceſſary, as he had not proſecuted: 


his journey much farther, before the moon, 
which was declining in the heavens, began. 
to yield but a faint and glimmering light. 


This conſideration, however, was of very 
little ſervice to him; for he had ſo far ex- 


ceeded his latitude, that he could as eaſily 
have found his way in the deſarts of Arabia, 
as in. one of the moſt cultivated counties of 
all England. His ſituation was ſuch, that 
it would have been ridiculous for him to- 
have continued where he was, and it was 
| likewiſe dangerous for him to go on. But 
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as the night began to grow darker and 
darker, he determined to proceed; and at 
laſt he found, that he had miſſed the high 
road, and ſtrayed into a common. In this 
diſtreſs, he thought he ſaw a light before 
him, which he immediately made up to 
As it was neceſſary for him; before he could 
arrive at it, to aſcend a hill of ſome height. 
and as the ground was wet and ſlippery, he 
ſuffered his horſe to go only a foot-pace. 


Thus he at laſt gained the ſummit of the 


hill; and was on the point of deſcending 
on the other ſide, when his horſe ſuddenly 
took fright, made a ſtumble, and threw 
Claſſic (who was intent on the light he ſaw, 
and conſequently not prepared for ſuch an 
accident) with ſome violence againſt a tree. 
Our adventurer providentially received no 
hurt by his fall ; but he had no ſooner re- 
covered his legs, than he diſcovered, oh! 
horror of horrors! not a living horſe, but 
a dead one at his feet ; and not a dead horſe 
only, but a horſe allo without a ſkin. 


Ten 
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Ten thouſand apparitions could not have 
ſtruck ſuch horror to the ſoul of Richard, 
as this aſtoniſhing ſight did to that of our 
traveller. So great was the ſnock which he 
received from it, that his blood curdled, 
his colour forſook him, and he had well 
nigh fainted on the ſpot. In this condition 
he remained for ſome moments; but at 
length his ſpirits returned again, though all 
power of reaſoning and reflecting ſeemed to 
have utterly forſaken him. Had not the 
faculties of his mind been at this time to- 
tally unhinged, he could never have been 
ſo much alarmed at ſuch a trifling occur- 
rence; for he might then have naturally 
ſuppoſed, as was really the caſe, that his 
own horſe had taken fright at ſome uncom- 
mon phenomenon ; and after having thrown 
his rider, had made the beſt of his way 
back again to the inn; and that the object 
of his apprehenſion, was nothing but the 
carcaſe of another horſe, which had died 
upon that very ſpot, and been afterwards 


flea'd by the poorer ſort of people, for their 
profit and convenience, Our 
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Our adventurer, however, in his preſent 
eondition, was not able to make theſe re- 
flections; and if we conſider all the unfor- 
tunate circumſtances which combined a- 
gainſt him, it will not appear very marve- 
lous that he ſhould not. Before the acci- 
dent happened, his head was diſordered by 
the great quantity of ale which he had 
drank, and. the ſurprize occaſioned by the 
ſuppoſed. metamorphoſis of a live horſe into 
a dead one, was no-ways Calculated towards 
ſetting it to rights again; however, he re- 
covered ſtrength enough to retreat from the 
place where he had been ſo terribly alarmed. 


But he was far from being entirely. freed 
from his apprehenſions by this retreat, as 
he had (till part of a large and dreary com- 
mon to. paſs over in his march, where every 
buſh and bramble might have been miſtaken 
for a ſpectre, by one of a gloomy imagina- 
tion. Claſſic, indeed, was not ſo much 
alarmed on this occaſion, as might have 
been expected, which perhaps was owing 


tO, 
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to the extraordinary expedition which he 
now uſed in travelling ;. for he proceeded: 


on his journey with ſuch celerity, that he 


had no opportunity of beſtowing his atten- 
tion on the objects round about him. 


In this manner he paſſed over the com- 
mon; and arriving at ſome encloſures, to 
his great ſatis faction diſcovered a foot- path 
before him. This at once determined him 


which way to go; but before he entered on 


his new road, he took care to furniſh him- 
ſelf with a ſtout hedge-ſtake, by way of a 
defenſive weapon: thus equipped, he pro- 


ceeded on his peregrination. After having 


travelled-in this faſhion about an hour, he 


diſcovered three or four lights at ſome di- 
ſtance from him, heard the jingling of 
bells, and a confuſed noiſe of human voices, 


which in his preſent perturbation he was by 


no means able to explain. At firſt, he 
halted ; but at length, ſummoning all his 


courage, he clenched his ſtake, cocked his 


hat, and marched towards the place, whence 
| the 
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and intrepidity of an Alexander. 
Don Quixote would certainly have made 


met with ſo many curſed adventures alrea- 
dy, that he was as ſick of them, as that 
worthy ſquire Sancho Panza himſelf might 
be, after he had received an hearty baſti- 
nado. Our hero was at preſent in no dan- 
ger; for after croſſing a few fields, he 
found himſelf in a turnpike road, and diſ- 


covered, that this freſh phenomenon, which 
had engaged his attention, was the York 


waggon. This was a moſt agreeable diſco- 
very to our adventurer, who immediately 
| purchaſed a place in it, as ſoon as he was 
informed that he was at a conſiderable di- 


could be accommodated either with good 


ther induced to this, as he received a hear- 
ty invitation from the company within, to 
join them, which indeed conſiſted chieffy 
of 


the light and noiſe proceeded, with the air 


an adventure of this affair; but Claſſic had 


ſtance from any reputable houſe, where he 


liquor or a good bed; and he was the ra- 
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of a parcel of buxom Yorkſhire laſſes, who 
were travelling to London in queſt of ſweat- 
hearts and huſbands. This invitation had the 


deſired effect; and Claſſic, having made the 


driver an handſome preſent, entered the 
vehicle, where he preſently attached him- 
ſelf very cloſely to one of theſe northern 
damſels, whom, by the help of the lant- 


horn, he could diſcern to be extremely 


pretty. When he firſt entertained the de- 
ſign of obtaining a ſeat in this conveyance, 
it was with a view of taking a comfortable 


nap; but his companions were too gay and 
agreeable, not to baniſh all ſuch heavy 
thoughts from his imagination. 


In what manner Claſſic ſpent his time, 


and what tricks he played in the waggon, 


is not our province to commemorate. As 


theſe things are no- ways connected with the 


thread of our hiſtory, we ſhall paſs them 
over; only obſerving, that after a ſudden 


| fit of ſqueaking and ſquawling, the driver 


came to the tail of the waggon, beſtowed 
| an 
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an hearty curſe upon his new paſſenger, and 
ſwore, that his vehicle had fallen into a rut; 
and that unleſs he (Claſſic) would have done 


with his pranks, he ſhould never be able to 
get it out again. 


. Whether our adventurer paid any regard 
or no, to theſe remonſtrances, we ſhall not 
take upon us to aſcertain; all we can in- 
form him of, is, that about four o'clock in 
the afternoon, the waggon broke down with 
a horrid craſh, and that our unlucky youth 
was in great danger of being ſuffocated, 
For by this præternatural motion of the 
carriage, he had the misfortune to be un- 
dermoſt; and in conſequence of this, the 
women, *by a ſtrange inverſion of things, 
were upon him. Claſſic was far from re- 
liſhing this ſituation; and as he was dif- 
pleaſed at it, and for that reaſon naturally 
aimed at his own deliverance, he made ſuch 
a kicking and ſhoving, and diſordered 
the women and their commodities ſo 
ſtrangely, 
raiſed againſt him. 


that an univerſal cry was 
Yet he ſtill perſiſted . 
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in his exerciſe; though a fat devil of 


an hofteſs, who was herſelf equal to the 


weight of a mountain, very frequently be- 
ſought him, in the name of the Lord, to 
lie ſtill. 


After a moſt comical piece of work, our 


travellers were delivered from their ludi- 


crous ſituation, by the aſſiſtance of the 
driver, and two country-fellows - retained 
for- that particular purpoſe, who lugged 
them out by the heels, with as little cere- 
mony, as if they had been ſome of their 


own ſheep. As ſoon as our youth found 


himſelf once more on firm ground, he bad 
adieu to the damſels; though the waggoner 
would willingly have induced him to re- 


ſume his former ſeat, by aſſuring him, that 


the damage which his machine had ſuſtain- 
ed, would be eaſily repaired. This, how- 


ever, had fo little effect upon Claſſic, that 
having received a direction to the neareſt 
market-town, from the driver, he ſet off 
for it, with full reſolution of getting ſome. 
immediate conveyance to town. 
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But how eaſily are the fineſt plans of hu- 
man wiſdom defeated! As Claſſic was paſ. 
ſing through a lonely place, in his progteß 
to the market-town, he accidentally turned 
about, and ſaw three men, in ſailors dreſſes, 
coming after him at full ſpeed. 


As the country had been for ſome time 
peſtered with whole gangs of robbers, our 
adventurer began to tremble for the ſafety 
of his perſon. As he ſaw there was no pol. 
fibility of eſcaping, he ſtopped till they 
came up to him ; and having accoſted them, 
and enquired which way they were travel. 


ling, he told them, he heartily wiſhed them 


a good journey, and at the ſame time in- 
fiſted on their accepting half a crown for 
drink. The fellows ſtared at each other; 
but Claſſic repeating his requeſt, and offer. 
ing the half crown to one, who ſcemed to 


be the chief among them, he accepted the 


caſh, and pocketed it, without uttering 1 
* ſyllable. 
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As ſoon as this was done, the ſailors ſet 
forwards on their journey; and Claſſic, 
whoſe ſuſpicions were by this time removed, 
accompanied them. The ſailors thought 
themſelves honoured, by the notice he had 
taken of them, and inſtead of proſecuting 
their journey, with the expedition they had 
heretofore - uſed, accommodated them- 
ſelves to the ſlow pace of our adventurer 


and at length, getting better of their na- 


tive taciturnity, requeſted it of him, as a 
very particular favour, that he would do 
them the honour of ſpending an evening 
with them. | 1: 


Claſſic, who was never very nice in the 
company which he kept, agreed to this 
propoſal of the tarsz and carried his con. 
deſcenſion ſo far, as to go two miles out of 
his way for that purpoſe. But before he 
contracted this cloſe intimacy with them, 
he was fully convinced, in his own mind, 
that the ſuſpicions he had harboured to the 
prejudice of theſe honeft tars, were entirely 
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without foundation. He 'found that they 
had been engaged in battling the French. 
men, had juſt ſhared a conſiderable ſum, 
by way of prize-money, and were now go- 
ing on a viſit to their ſweet- hearts. But 
what won the heart and foul of Claſſic, 
was the unlimited generofity, which theſe 
noble ſons of Neptune diſplayed, as they 
were marching through a country village. 
As our travellers were advancing through 
a dirty lane, a poor man obſerving them, 
ran and opened the gate for them, and at 
the ſame time implored their charity, in a 
tone, that might have excited pity even in 
avarice itſelf, Claſſic, whoſe hand was al- 
ways as ready as his heart, when he had 
any thing to give, contributed largely to 
his relief: the ſailors coming next, the 


poor fellow addreſſed himſelf to them like- 
wiſe, and aſked their charity. The captain 
of our tars, who was treaſurer alſo, put his 
hand into his pocker, gave the fellow an 
hearty curſe, and a guinea at the ſame time. 

| When 
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When it was known what he had done, 
this uncommon liberality drew on a few 
remonſtrances from the other tars, who 
looked a little grave upon it, and ſaid, they 
thought half-a-piece might have done. 
« Half-a-piece, replied the generous cap- 
« tainz what is half-a-piece to a poor man, 
„ without a coat on his back, or ſhoes on 
« his feet! To be ſure, a guinea is money; 
« but what ſignifies that! D mn a gui- 
« nea! Why zZounds, Jack, you know I 
© have got forty more in my pocket.” | 


This argument was conſidered as unan- 
ſwerable by the tars, and accordingly ap- 
proved of. Aye, aye, ſaid they, he did 
right; what's a guinea! d—mn a gui- 
% nea! we wiſh he had given the poor fel- 
« low another.” The effect which this act 
of Britiſh generoſity had on Claſſic, is not 
ealily to be deſcribed; it indeed attached 
him ſo cloſely to his companions, and gave 
him ſo lively an idea of the unbounded 
munificence of our ſailors, that he deter- 

mined, 


192 Tux ApvenTuRES or 


mined, from that moment, to build an hol. 
pital for their ſervice, as ſoon as he might 
be in poſſeſſion of an | hundred thouſand 


pounds, 


„ all of theſe charitable thoughts, he 
marched through one of the vileſt roads in 
Europe, without feeling the leaſt inconve- 
nience or fatigue, and at laſt arrived, with 
his companions, at ſafe harbour in an 
excellent inn, where he and his brother 
travellers ſpent a moſt jovial evening toge- 
ther. About twelve, our adventurer retired 
to reſt, and the ſailors promiſed: to follow 
him ſoon after. Claſſic bad them uſe their 
own time; but as they were to lie in the 
ſame apartments with himſelf, he cautioned 
them againſt diſturbing him, as he had not 


had a moment's ſleep for the oor of al- 


an three days, 


They promiſed to comply with theſe or- 
ders, in the ſtricteſt manner imaginable; 
and indeed they did comply with them fo 
punc- 
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punctually, that when Claſſic roſe the next 
morning, and enquired for his companions, 
he was told that they were gone. This be- 
haviour ſeemed to him a little unaccount- 
able; and he began to waver in the opi- 
nion he had entertained of theſe his aſſo- 
ciates. He was in ſome doubt, whether or 
no they might not have made free with his 
pockets; but he was ſoon made eaſy in this 
reſpect, as he found, on examination, that 
his caſh was no-ways diminiſhed, Being 
perfectly ſatisfied in this point, he demand- 
ed a bill ; but the landlord gave him to un- 
derſtand, that the gentlemen, who had 


gone before, had diſcharged every farthing 
of the reckoning, and had particularly de- 
fired, that our adventurer would not be 


offended at it. 
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CHAP. XL; 


A very ridiculous character is preſented to the 
reader, which perhaps half the world may 
think a very reſpetable one. 


N S my landlord was one of thoſe fa- 
A cetious publicans, who love talk- 
ing, as well as they do drinking, he inſen- 
ſibly engaged Claſſic in converſation with 
him, and very largely expatiated on the 
characters of his new departed gueſts. 
There's a parcel of fellows for you, now, 
« ſaid he; I'll warrant me, they have been 
e working like horſes theſe two years, for 
„ what they'll fpend like aſſes, according 


& to the old proverb, in two months. I 


« dare ſay, maſter, you underſtand pro- 
« verbs. Yes, yes, one may ſee it by your 
« face, that you are a ſcholard. But as I 
<< was going to ſay, What hacking and 
« hewing muſt they have ſeen! What cut- 
66 ting and ſlaſhing! What priming and 
| - « firing ! 
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firing! What ſinking and burning ! What 
blowing up and blowing down! To be 
ſure they are couragious dogs; that can- 
not be denied. Couragious dogs they 
are; though at the ſame time, they are 
ſome of your ſad dogs; and the more's 
the pity, ſay I: that it is, indeed; for 
the dogs, they love gun-powder; but 
then, on the other hand, they love 
brandy as well; and fo, maſter, ſuppoſe 
you and I have a bumper a-piece this 
morning; it will not do us any harm; 


and then I'll go on with my ſtory.” The 


brandy being produced, mine hoſt, who 
received freſh ſpirits from it, proceeded 
thus: * As I was ſaying, maſter, what 


(e 
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cc 
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co 


blowing up and blowing down ! and then 
your balls and gun-powder! Oh Lord! 
I was on board a merchant-man once 
and this I muſt ſay, that our Engliſh 
failors mind balls and gun-powder no 
more, than I did the brandy I have juſt 
drank, and it 1s as good as was ever tipt z 


and fo, if you pleaſe, we'll have Yother 


K 2 bumper 


cc 


c. 


196 THE ADVENTURES OF 


bumper a- piece; and if you want an 
hare or a pheaſant, at any time, it ſhall 
be heartily at your ſervice. So as I was 
ſaying ; let me ſee; I think I was talk- 
ing about blowing up and blowing down; 
and true it is. When they come to ſhore, 
they blow up the girls on land, as faſt as 


they blow up the men of war at ſea - 


Why now, I could hardly keep them 
from boarding my cook-maid laſt night ; 
but never mind that ; I have no buſineſs 
with that, you know. Sir, my ſervice 
to you. When folks ſpend their money 
like gentlemen, it does not ſignify what 
they do: and theſe ſailors drank me out 
two and thirty ſhillings in grog laſt night, 
after you went to bed, and paid their 
reckoning like men of honour.” 


The publican was proceeding in this 


manner, with amazing volubility, when 


one of the waiters, who carried the import- 


ance of a prime-miniſter in his face, pulled 


him 15 the ſleeve, and told him, that the 


gouty 
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gouty gentleman, from the great white 
houſe, was then at the door, and inſiſted on 
ſeeing him immediately. “ Odsbobs, ſays 
e the landlord, why then -I ſha'nt have 
<« time to finiſh my ſtory this time; but 
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yet Vil tell it you, maſter, before you 
go. You are a man [I like: I have taken 
a fancy to you; for the ſailors told me, 
how generouſly you behaved about the 
half crown; and fo for that reaſon, I'll 
introduce you to this gentleman : you'll 
be mighty happy in his company; for 
he is one of the moſt learned men in 
the whole county, that he is. In the 
whole county, did I fay ; I might ſay it, 
and ſafely too, that there is not ſuch an 
ingenious man within two hundred miles 
of the place : why he underſtands every- 
thing: but come along; I'll introduce 
you to him; though he is rather nice in 
the company he keeps, yet let me alone 
to give you a character to him, My 
word, I promiſe you, will go a great 
way with him.” 
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At the concluſion of this ſentence, mine 
hoſt ſer off at full ſpeed, in order to pay his 
reſpects to the gouty gentleman from the 
great white houſe, and Oxymel followed 
him. When - Claſſic got to the inn door, 
he diſcovered a luſty man, with a copper- 
coloured face, and red noſe, on horſeback, 
who was at that moment ordering the land. 
lord to bring him a half-pint bumper of 
brandy for his immediate uſe, and to put 
up a pint more for his future occaſions. 
The publican was not flow in obeying theſe 
orders; and the half-pint being brought, 
this veteran immediately ſeized upon it, and 
chucking it down at once, ſtroked his ſides, 
gave an hem, and then cried out, This 
« will do; this is the very thing : this will 
« fortify the heart. Curſe the chalk-ſtones ; 


e this will preſerve the liver. So, now for 


te the gout; this ſcoundrel gout : VII drive 
de the raſcal to the devil, in a quarter of an 
&* hour. I'll cool his courage: I'll ſend 
« him packing to old Beelzebub in the 


A twinkling of an eye. But I ſhall want 
„help. 
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« help. Tom, you raſcal, ſaid he, ad- 
„ dreſſing himſelf to the landlord, you 
« muſt go with me; and, do you hear, 


bring a ſervant or two beſides, you 
66 thief.“ l 


As ſoon as our invalid had uttered this 
elegant addreſs, he departed from the inn, 
attended by the landlord, two of the land- 
lord's ſervants, and our adventurer. They 
marched in proceſſion for the ſpace of about 
half a mile; and having then arrived at a 
ſmall cloſe, which had been previouſly 
pitched upon for the ſcene of action, the 
gentleman diſmounted, by help of his at- 
tendants, and was carried into the field. 
As ſoon 2s this was done, he ordered one 
of the ſervants to pull off his great coat 
and ſlippers; and then turning to the land- 
lord, ordered him, on pain of an heavy 
penalty, to keep tight hold on him ; for he 
ſwore moſt bitterly, that if he met with a 
fall, he would fire the landlord's houſe 
about his ears. Claſſic was in the utmoſt 

K 4 _ aſto- 
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aſtoniſhment at theſe proceedings, and 
could by no means conceive where the 
farce would end. At length, however, the 
gentleman himſelf explained his intentions, 
by addreſſing himſelf to the landlord, and 
laying, ** So the doctor told you it would 
„ kill me, did he! Now I think I ſhall 
* convince you, that I know better than 
« the doctor. I'll take none of their pills, 
« and their potions, and their arthritics, 
« and the devil knows what beſide, not I. 
I'll cure myſelf, in ſpite of Galen and 
« Hippocrates, tinctures and purges, clyf- 
<« ters and gallypots. Come, let us begin; 
« and do you take care that you hold faſt, 
« you raſcal; but firſt, be ſure that you 
5 1 not left the W en behind 
was you.” 


Being fully ſatisfied as to this point, he 
gave one arm to the landlord, and deſired 
Claſſic to lay hold of him by the other. 


This was readily complied with; and whilſt 


they thus held him out, like a child that is 
juſt 
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juſt learning to go alone, this ſtrange hu- 
mouriſt ſkipped and danced about in the 


graſs, with aſtoniſhing agility. This ex- 


ciſe he continued for ſome minutes, to the 
infinite ſurprize of Claſſic, who was no leſs 
amazed at the firmneſs and reſolution of 
the man, than at the ſtrange method of 
cure he had hit upon for his diſorder. He 
indeed expected every moment, that the 
gouty matter would, by ſo ſtrong a repel- 


lent, have been driven up into the ſtomach, - 


and that immediate death, or the moſt ex- 
cruciating pain, would be the conſequence 
of it. But in this expectation, he was hap- 
pily deceived. The patient, indeed, after 
much ſkipping and dancing in the cold dew, 
began to bellow like a town bull; and de- 
ſiſting from his exerciſe for a few minutes, 
was obliged to call for the brandy. This 
inimitable cordial had ſo excellent an effect 
on him, that as ſoon as he had {ſwallowed a 


ſufficient doſe, he reſumed his former taſk, 
and continued at it ſo long, that the ſwear 
ran in prodigious ſtreams from every part 
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of his body, and he ſeemed to be on the 
immediate point of fainting away. His at- 
tendants were ſo much alarmed at theſe 
ſymptoms, that they compelled him to re- 
tire from the field, and attempted to ſet 
him on his horſe. This, however, was im- 
practicable; and our company would have 
been reduced to the laſt diſtreſs, had not 


an empty poſt-chaiſe paſſed by at that in. 


ſtant, Having conveyed the patient into 
this machine, they conducted him to his 
own houſe, and took care that every thing 
ſuitable to his caſe ſhould be provided for 


him. | 


Claſſic waiting on him next day, expected 
to have found him confined to his bed; 
but inſtead of this, the firſt object that pre- 
ſented itſelf to his view, when he got to the 
houſe, was this extraordinary genius, ſitting 
before his own door, and taking a large 


cogue of Holland's gin. As ſoon as the 


veteran diſcerned our hero, he advanced to 
meet him; and taking him by the arm, 
lugged 
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lugged him forcibly into the ſtudy, As 
ſoon as they got there, You behaved 


6c 


Cs 


well yeſterday, ſaid this veteran, and I 
think myſelf obliged to you for it. I 


&« fancy you thought me rather crazy; but 
& I have drove the gout to the devil, I'II 
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tell you what; I have not been able to 
walk theſe three weeks, till this very 
day, and now I can walk as well as any 


© man living. *Sdeath, I'll run with any 


man of my age and ſize in the three 
kingdoms : but I am partly obliged to 
you for it; you took a good deal of 


= pains with me, though IJ. was an utter 


(4) 
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ſtranger to you, However, I am deter- 
mined to make you amends, Pl ſhew 
you my cabinet of curioſities; and ſuch 
curioſities they are, as I dare ſwear you 
have never ſeen in your whole life be- 
fore.” 


Having ſaid this, the old gentleman 


opened ſeveral drawers full of old and ruity 


medals, which he aſſured Claſſic were of 


K 6 | | ineſti- 
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ineſtimable value; for ſome of them, ſays 
«© he, are above ſeventeen hundred years 
« old.” Claſſic affected to admire them; 
though, for ought he knew, the medals 
might have been the proper coin of bis own 
country; for they were ſo defaced by time 
and accidents, that it was impoſſible to aſ. 


ſtruck. Oxymel would not have given an 
Englih half crown for the whole collection; 
yet the virtuoſo ſet fo great a value upon 
them, that his ſuſpicions would not ſuffer 
Claſſic to advance within three yards of his 
curioſities. All the time our hero continued 
in the room, he planted himſelf before the 
drawers in ſuch a poſition, that it was al- 
moſt impracticable for him to have a ſide 
view of them. Indeed he guarded them, 
as if they had been a moſt rare and valua. 
ble treaſure. But however careful he was 


of his medals, he was extremely pleaſed 
with the encomiums which Claſſic beſtowed 


on him, on this occaſion. Having ſhut 


. hero, 


certain on what occaſion they had been 


his drawers, he turned round upon our 
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hero, took him by the hand, and told him 
he was a ſenſible fellow; and ſince you 


„ > 
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are ſo, proceeded he, Fll let you into 
ſome of my ſecrets. I have ſome won- 
ders to communicate to you, I aſſure 
you; greater wonders than any you have 
ſeen already. I dare ſay, you was not 
a little ſurprized, to find that dancing in 
the dew is an excellent cure for the gout : 
but a cure it certainly is; for you ſee 
that it has cured me. This I diſcovered ; 
I myſelf: and beſides this, I can cure 


- almoſt all diſorders whatever. There are 


very few, but what I am perfectly ac- 
quainted with; but above all, I have 
been remarkably ſucceſsful in curing the 
ague; and at this very time, I have a 
countryman upon my hands, who is al- 
moſt killed by this diſorder. Now 1 
have a ſecret, which will cure him wich- 
out the help of medicine; without either 
internal or external application. You 
muſt know, Mr. Claſſic, I intend to re- 
vive the cabaliſtical method of cure, 

<< My 


206 TRE ApvenTures or 


My inſtruments, indeed, are not yet 
prepared; but I ſhall have them ready 
« by to-morrow. I inſiſt upon your at- 


** tending me; for I deſign, as a return to 


your civilities, to let you into all my ſe- 
6 crets.” Claſſic returned a very gracious 
anſwer to this very gracious ſpeech ; and as 
his curiolity was by this time fully excited, 
he promiſed to wait on him in the morn- 
ing; not doubting, but his. cure for the 
ague would be found full as extraordinary, 
as his cure for the gout. 


When he arrived at the virtuoſo's houſe 
next morning, he found him very intent in 
forming a charm for the expulſion of the 
ague; which was ſo powerful, as he ſaid, 
that it would infallibly drive away that diſ- 
order, and almoſt all peſtilential ones. Nay, 
ſaid he, I have ſo high an opinion of it, 
that I make no doubt, but if a man was to 
wear it about his middle, it would ſecure 
him from getting the pox itſelf. Claſſic's 
curioſity was by this time raiſed to the 

| | higheſt 
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higheſt pitch ; but the virtuoſo refuſed to 
communicate this important ſecret to him, 
till they had made an expegiment on the 
patient, and the real efficacy of his appli- 
cation might be determined. 


At laſt they arrived at the deſtined ſpot, 
and diſcovered, in a poor country cottage, 
a wretch, whole very ſkin had been changed 
from its natural complexion, to a yellow 
hue, by the ſeverity of his diſtemper. But 
in ſpite of this appearance of danger, the 
virtuolo bad his patient be of good cou- 
rage; and aſſured him, with the utmoſt 
confidence, that he would afford him im 
mediate relief. Our virtuoſo having made 
this declaration, immediately put on the 
phyſician; and aſſuming the utmoſt ſolem- 
nity in his countenance, aſked the patient 
how long he, had been troubled with his 
complaint, and how often it returned; 
though in a ſtyle ſomething more pompous 
and magnificent, than we have uſed on the 
occalion, Theſe queſtions being duly an- 
{wered, 
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ſwered, he drew from his pocket a paper, 
curiouſly and quaintly folded, and addreſſing 
himſelf. to the fellow, told him, it would 
act like an enchantment, and that it muſt 
be hung about his neck. The poor fellow, 
who was almoſt 1gnorance itſelf, ſeemed 
terribly alarmed at this intelligence ; and 
begged the virtuoſo, for the love of God, 
not to play any of his tricks with him; * fo, 
I' have been told, ſays he, as how, you 
know a great deal more than doctor Foſter 
himſelf ; and though for my part, I ſhould 
be glad to be cured of this confounded 


ague, yet I do not chuſe to have any paper 


put about my neck. As joyful as it would 


make me to get cured of this diſorder, yet 


J ſhould not. like to be concerned in any 
thing that has witchcraft in it.“ The vir- 
tuoſo endeavoured to perſuade his patient 


to a compliance; but the fellow continued 
ſo obſtinate in his own purpoſe, that he ab- 
ſolutely refuſed the paper, unleſs he might 
farſt be permitted to ſee the inſide of it; 


when the virtuoſo, who trembled for fear 
of 


of 


tO 

ing 
the 
fol 
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of loſing the honour of the cure, agreed 

to the propoſal of the fellow; and unfold- 
ing his paper, there ſtood diſcloſed to view, 

the following formidable letters, and in the 
following formidable order: 


ABRACADAER A 
''! 
AB RA CAD AB 
ABRACADA 

ABRACAD 
A N AUA 
„„ Ak * 

ABKA 
ABR 
8 
A 


« This is a chem Cid the doftor; which 


came originally from Egypt, and was firſt 


of all invented there, by ſome of the Wife 
Men that belonged to the court of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, for the uſe of the family of 
the Arſacide. Ptolemy Philadelphus af- 
terwards made a preſent of it to Neopto- 
lemus, king of Arabia; who at laſt, for a 
conſiderable preſent, diſcovered the ſecret 

to 
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to king Solomon; and I accidentally met 
with it, the other day, in an ancient He- 
brew manuſcript.” This ſtring of hard 
names, together with the dreadful appear- 
ance of ABRACaDABRA itſelf, made the 
fellow's hair to ſtand on end, and he would 
by no means have ſuffered the incantation 
to have come near him, had not his wife, 
by dint of certain matrimonial arguments, 


compelled him to ſubmit to the doctor's 
directions. | 


The virtuoſo being thus backed, applied 
the charm to the fellow's neck, with all 
the ceremony uſual on ſuch occaſions; and 
having aſſured him, that he ſhould never 
have another return of the ague, ſent him 
to bed ſhaking and ſhivering all the way he 
went. 


The next day, the virtuoſo, as was na- 
tural, went to enquire after his patient, 
and to ſee how the incantation had ope- 
rated; when he had the ſatisfaction to find, 


that 
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that the fellow was effectually ſecured 
againſt any future attacks from his diſor- 
der; he having, indeed, departed this life, 
through a violent fright, about four hours 
after the application of the charm. 


Old ABRACAaDABRA was ſomewhat aſto- 
niſhed at this news; yet he was ſo far from 
doubting the efficacy of his preſcription, or 
from being deterred from the uſe of it by 
this ill ſucceſs, that having been accidentally 
informed, that a certain apothecary had 
beſtowed a charitable viſit on the patient, 
after his adminiſtration, he immediately 


imputed the ſick man's death to him; and 


ſwore, that this ſon of Galen had poiſoned 
the fellow, in order to bring his practice 
into diſrepute z „for you know, Claſſic, 
% ſaid he, if I ſhould go on in curing 
„ people after this manner, there would 


be no occaſion for any apothecaries in 


« the world.” 


Claſſic allowed the force of his reaſoning, 
and determined to attach himſelf more cloſe- 


ly 
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Iy than ever, to this aſtoniſhing genius; and 
indeed, the longer our adventurer was ac- 
quainted with this original ſon of ſcience, 
the more reaſon had he to admire him, 
Though he had met with many oddities 
in his life, yet he never met with fo great 
an one as this; and perhaps the world 
never produced an equal to him. 


We cannot help lamenting, but what 
Claſſic had been more cloſely connected 
with him than he was, as we might then 
have had an opportunity of divulging many 
excellent ſchemes, which could not fail of 
being very ſerviceable to mankind. Thoſe, 
however, which he communicated to 
Claſſic, we ſhall, with equal generoſity, 
communicate to the reader; and if any 
perſon has money enough to get a patent 
for them, he is very welcome. Amongſt 
many other uſeful ſchemes, this projector 
had formed an excellent plan, for excluding 
all monoſyllables, diſſyllables, and triſylla- 
bles, from the Engliſh language ; and be- 
ſides this, he was at the ſame time em- 
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ployed in calculating the exact quantity of 
ſmoke which might be produced every year 
in London. In conſequence of this, he 
had made applicatioa to many church- 
wardens and coal-merchants for their aſſiſt- 
ance in ſo great an undertaking. Thoſe 
gentlemen, however, begged to be ex- 
cuſed, as they had other matters of more 
importance to take up their time. How- 
ever, this was far from diſcouraging him; 
he ſtill perſiſted in his reſolution, and it 


was thought by many very ſubſtantial peo- 


ple, that his account would be tolerably 
exact; and indeed, ABRACADABRA him- 
ſelf ſaid, that he made no doubt, but 
« his calculation would come within an 
hundred weight, one way or other, ei- 
ther under or over; and what was an 
hundred weight of ſmoke to ſuch a place 
« as London? Why it could not be above 
e half an ounce, or ſuch a thing, amongſt 


4 twenty or thirty chimnies !“. 


Theſe, 


214 Tnz ApvenTturEs or 

Theſe, and many other deep ſchemes of 
the ſame nature, was he engaged in for the 
public good ; amongſt many other excellent 
ſchemes, he had one for extracting jellies 
from carrots ; and another, for making ex- 
cellent broth of cow-heel; and Claſſic 
might perhaps have been made acquainted 
with them all, had it not been for that ri- 
diculous levity, which was ſo remarkable in 
all his behaviour. 


Our adventurer, ſoon after the departure 
of the poor fellow to the other world, went 
to pay old ABRACADABRA a viſit; and to 
his infinite aſtoniſhment, found him ſtamp- 
ing and tearing about the room, with a 
damaſk night-cap on his head, and a large 
box of ointment in his hands. As ſoon as 


the virtuoſo diſcerned his friend and ac- 
quaintance, his paſſion inftantaneouſly aſ- 


cended from his heels to his head, and burſt 
from him in a torrent of eloquence, <** By 
„all that's ſacred, quoth he, I had rather 
be a goat, and live on the mountains of 

„Wales, 
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« Wales, than a man. Never was a wretch 
« ſo tormented and afflicted as I am. Phe 
« gout was plague enough to me; but the 
« gout was nothing to my preſent tortures. 
« Oh! that dog of a barber; he has cut 
« me and ſlaſhed me to pieces. May I be 
« confounded, if I ever come under his 


« hands again. Shaving! ſhaving! Do 


« you call this ſhaving ? I had rather be 
« ſcalped by the tomahawk of a Cherokee 
“Indian, than be ſhaved by ſome of our 
« Engliſh barbers—curſe me if I had not. 
s Such inventions as we have! The devil 
e take the fellow that invented razors, ſay 
« I. A fool, a puppy, a ſcoundrel; if he 
« js not d—mn'd for it, I am ſure there is 
% no hell.” “ You are perfectly right, re- 
plied Claſſic; thoſe barbers, with their con- 
founded razors, are the greateſt peſts of 
ſociety; they all of them deſerve to be ex- 
tirpated; and I could heartily wiſh ſome 
ſcheme might be thought of, to relieve us 


from their —_ operations.” 


6 * 
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« Juſt my mind: juſt my mind for all 
< the world, replied old ABRACADABRA, 
and extirpated they ſhall be. I have a 
e ſcheme in my head, my dear boy, nay, 
«© betwixt you and I, it is already brought 
&« to maturity; and I make no doubt, 


& but it will immortalize my name. In 
% two years time, Claſſic, we will not have 


«© two barbers in the three kingdoms.” 

What, 1 ſuppoſe then, ſaid our adventurer, 
« you intend writing an Eſſay on Beards ! If 
you once take pen in hand, I am perſuaded 
it will be all over with the barbers ; for ! 
doubt not, but you will perſuade all the 
fenſible men in Europe to let their beards 
grow, till they are as long as Methuſalem's.” 
« Let them grow, ſaid the virtuoſo! Puh, 
«© puh! let them grow, indeed! No, Sir, 
„J intend to perſuade them to take them 
« off; but not by the preſent method of 
6 ſcratching and ſcraping. Come, come 


„ along with me. See! look | obſerve! 


« The machine in that box, is of my in- 


66 vention. I deviſed it; and it will take 
— off 
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&« off the whole beard at one ſtroke.” 


An excellent contrivance, quoth Claſſic. 


« You'll ſay ſo, indeed, replied the virtuoſo, 


„when you have examined it; but this 


« place is too public; we are overlooked 
« here, and my ſecret may be diſcovered ; 
ee ſo follow me.” Oxymel immediately 
complied with theſe commands, and the 
virtuoſo led him into a private and remote 
room, where he kept his moſt valuable 
curiofities ; and after a long harangue, 


(Which, if it had come from the mouth of 


an univerſity profeſſor, would have been 
deemed a very learned diſcourſe) he opened 
the box, and produced a machine of the 
moſt tremendous ſize and figure. 


This machine was fo contrived, that by 
means of a ſmall ſpring, it opened, and 


would receive the head of any middle-ſized 
man: without it was ſmoothly poliſhed ; 
and within, it was armed on each ſide with 
an inſtrument of ſteel, exactly reſembling 


an Engliſh ſcythe in ſharpneſs and in figure. 


Vol. II. L _ When> 


218 Tre ADVENTURES or 


Whenever an operation was to be per- 

formed, the head being placed in a proper 
poſition, and both fides of the machine 
brought cloſe together, the inſtrument was 
put in motion by a very fimple and natural 
contrivance ; and by theſe means, thirty or 
forty beards might have been taken off, in 
leſs time than an equal quantity of minutes, 


Claſſic ſtood for ſome moments wrapped 
in profound amazement at the ingenuity of 


the virtuoſo; and ABRAcaDaBRa, looking 


upon this as an intended compliment, burit 
into a laugh of ſelf-approbation; and aſked 


Oxymel, if he did not think that it would 


do? Yes, ſaid Claſſic, it will certainly do; 
it is undoubtedly the moſt effectual machine 
that ever was invented; and I ſhould be 
vaſtly glad to ſee an experiment of it made. 
« Thar is right, ſaid the virtuoſo, an ex- 
, periment ſhould be made; and as I have 
ti great regard for you, my young friend, 
ec vou ſhall! be the firſt to try it: but you 
<: mast not fay a word about the matter; 


for I | 
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« for if my invention is once known, [I 
e ſhall be peſtered with applications for the 
« firſt trial. Sit down: but no; we'll de- 
* fer the operation till to-morrow, for I 
« think your beard is hardly long enough 
e at preſent.” Claſſic told the virtuoſo, 
&© he was ſenſible of the honour intended 
& him, though he was determined by no 

«© means to accept of it.“ 


But this extraordinary modeſty in our 
hero, was of very little ſervice to him; for 
old ABRACADABRA puſhed his favour on 
him with ſo much violence, that it ſeemed 
almoſt impoſſible to decline it. I inſiſt 
« upon. your trying the experiment, ſaid 
e the virtuoſo; it will be a public benefit, 
« and you ſhall have all the glory of it.“ 
It may be a public benefit, ſaid Claſſic, for 
ought I know; yet I have full right to 
conſult my own private intereſt firſt. 
« What, replied the virtuoſo, will not you 
edo this for the good of your country?“ 
No, ſaid Claflic, I would not Ke my 

L 2 head 
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head in ſuch a curſcd machir.e, if the wel- 
fare of this ccuntry, and every other coun- 
try in Europe, depended on my compli- 
ance. ** What, do you diſtruſt the effi- 
«© cacy of my contrivance, young man, 
« ſaid the projector! Do you think that 
« the machine will not take off the 
<4 beard?” That it will take off the beard, 
ſaid Claſſic, 1 have no doubt; and to con- 
fels the honeſt Truth, I would ſubmit to 
the operation, but that lam afraid it will 
take the head off too, at the ſame Time. 


HAT. XIII. 

On praying and preaching , on reg neratien 
| and matrimony. 

O ſooner had theſe Words proceeded 
from the lips of Oxymel, than the 
' virtuoſo changed colour, burſt into a ſurious 
paſſion, and told Claſſic, that he was a ſtu- 
* pid, illiberal ſcoundrel; ” and not con- 
tented wiſh this diſcharge of his fury, he ſeized 
upon the machine, which we have juſt de- 
ſcribed, and threw it with ſuch violence at our 


"0 
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hero's temples, that had it taken proper ef- 
fect, it would have diſpatched him to the 
ſnades below, in the ſpace of two moments. 

Claſſic, however, luckily avoided the 
blow; and being unwilling, on many ac- 
counts, to come to a rupture with a man 
of ſuch prodigious ingenuity, he began to- 


apologize for his behaviour, in the moſt Þ} 


ſubmiſſive terms. But this condeſcenſion 
had ſo little effect on the exaſperated vir- 
tuoſo, that inſtead of accepting the apology 

of our hero, he let fly a whole volley of 
oaths at him; and ſnatching up a ruſty 

ſword, which. lay amongft his other curio- 

ſities, and which was confidently affirmed. 
to have belonged originally to one of Oliver 
Cromwell's life-guard-men, would moſt cer- 

tainly have run him through the body, had 

not that gentleman taken to his heels, and 
made. a ſwift. retreat down the back-ſtairs. 


AzRNACADABRA, notwithſtanding the diſ- 
azreeable and diſgraceful circumſtances to- 
which he had reduced our hero, was yet far 
from being pacified. He perſued his flying 
enemy with all the expedition he was maſter. 
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of. But this availed him nothing; for 
Claſſic far exceeded him in ſwiftneſs. 


As the virtuoſo would not give up the 
chace, and Claſſic was confident of his own 


ſuperiority, he ſtopt ſhort in the middle of 


the ſtreet, and turned round to reconnoitre 
the enemy, As our adventurer was firmly 
perſuaded at that time, that no reconcilia- 
tion could ever paſs betwixt them, he ven- 


tured to harangue the virtuoſo once more, 


and even had the impudence to deſire him 
not to make too much haſte, as 2 violent 


exertien of his body might probably bring 
on a fit of the gout, which perhaps might 


be cured in much the ſame manner, that 
the poor fellow's ague was at the thatched- 
houſe. 


This freſh provocation gave the virtuoſo 
ſuch ſtrength and vigour, that he ſprung 
forward with redoubled violence, and 
ſeemed ſo much renewed in health and ſpi- 
rits, that Claſſic thought it neceſſary for 


him to take once more to his heels. 
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In order to do this, he turned about; 
and this, my good ſenſible reader, it was 
neceſſary for him to do, as he intended, 
like many able generals, to retire from bis 
enemy, and not to run directly into the 
face of him. In doing this, he unfortu- 
nately ſtumbled over a large ſtone, which 
lay in his way, and fell with ſuch violence 


on his knee- pan, that it was with the ut- 


moſt pain and difficulty that he could hob- 
ble along. The virtuoſo obſerving. this, 


ſet up a prodigious ſhout, and brandiſned 


bis broad-ſword. As Claſſic at this time 
had not the advantage of more than twenty 
yards of his adverſary, and as he was en- 
tirely unarmed, he gave up all hopes of 
eſcaping with his life. He was on the 
point of ſubmitting to his fate, when he 


providentially heard a noiſe, ſomewhat re- 


ſembling the ſighs and groans, which, it 
may be ſuppoſed, are often heard in the re- 
gions of Tartarus, proceed from a large 
building on the right hand. As the 
wretched natgegtly fiy any where for relief, 

L 4 it. 
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it is not to be wondered at, that our adven. 
turer ſhould fly from a certain danger, to 
'any place where there was only a 3 
lity oh it. 


The noiſe, which both pleaſed and alarm- 
ed our hero, proceeded from a ſet of ſpiri- 
tual pſalm- ſingers, who were then aſſem- 
bled in a Methodiſt meeting- houfe. As ſoon 
as Claſſic perceived the company he had 
got amongſt, he mingled with the crowd, 
and by theſe means, effectually ſecured 
himſelf from the perſuit of ABRAcADABRA. 
In this ſituation he continued for ſome 
time; but at length, the place growing 
too warm for him, he gradually retired to- 
wards the door, with an intention of 
making his eſcape as ſoon as poſſible, 
when one of the attendants, who obſerved 
him to be genteely dreſt, offered to ſhew 
him into a pew. This favour he very rea- 
dily accepted, though we are ſorry to ſoy 
it, not from any principle of devotion. 


The truth of * matter is, our adventurer 
would 
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would have declined the offer, had he not 


diſcovered a very agreeable lady in the veny 
ſame pew, into which he was to be himſelf 
conducted, whoſe face was very familiar to 
him. At firſt, he was unable to recollect 


the place where he had ſeen her; but what 


was his aſtoniſnment, when, on a proper 
examination, he found the object of his 
preſent admiration, to be the identical lady, 
to whom he had formerly been introduced 


by his friend Practiſe. . 


The lady and her lover having once 


more met together, they ſoon recognized 


each other, and neither of them ſeemed 


much diſpleaſed at this unexpected meet- 


ing. Claſſic, in his own mind, hailed the 


opportunity, and determined to revive his 
Ad courtſhip, not doubting, from the re- 


ception he met with, but the lady would be 


as well pleaſed with his addreſſes now, as 


ſhe had been formerly. But this happineſs 


was not reſerved for our adventurer, the 
lady being already diſpoſed of for life. 


. After 
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After the fatal adventure of the brandy- 
bottle, a lay-preacher belonging to a cer- 
tain tabernacle, Sho had once been a jour- 
neyman ſhoemaker, found means to ingra- 
tiate himſelf into her favour; and of this 
he made ſo good an ule, that taking an in- 
famous advantage of her weakneſs, he made 
love to her ſo effectually, as they were join. 
ing in prayer together one evening in pri- 
vate, that the lady was afterwards obliged 
to yield him every thing which he aſked. 
Claſſic was ſhocked to the laſt degree, at 
this account; but as he ſtill retained ſome 
tenderneſs for her, and perhaps had ſome 
little affection for her perſon ſtill remaining 

in him, he determined to renew his ac- 
quaintance with her. 


Claſſic, as far as we know, never made 
any advances of a gallant nature to her, 
nor is there any reaſon to believe, if he had, 
that the lady herſelf would have admitted 
them; but however this may be, he was. 
always an acceptable viſitor at her houſe: 
x . During 
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During their connexion together, ſhe intro- 
duced him to the worthy and reverend Mr, 
Caleb, as a gentleman, for whoſe ſoul ſhe 
had a particular concern, and whoſe con- 
verſion ſhe intended. Caleb exerted all his 
endeavours to make a proſelyte of our hero; 


and Claſſic, who obſerved the prodigious 


quantity of game, fowl, fiſh,. and all kinds: 
of delicacies, which continually rolled in: 
upon this new-light of the goſpel, was al- 
moſt tempted to take upon himſelf the 


{ame profeſſion, eſpecially as. Caleb, after 


he had received a ſpecimen of his abilities, 


offered him a conſiderable annuity for three 


years to come. Oxymel was tempted too, 


to undertake this taſk, as he thought there 


could be no great difficulty of ſucceeding 
in this kind of buſineſs; as he was well 
convinced, that if you aſſume but a ſuffi- 
cient quantity of gravity in your face, the 
world will give you credit for as: much re- 


ligion as you pleaſe; and beſides this, rhe 


adventures of Caleb himſelf were exactly 
calculated to incite him to this profeſſion, 
L 6 
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as well as the perſuaſions of bis beloved 


miſtreſs, who now ſeemed as much attached 


to the intereſts of his ſoul, as ſhe had been 
formerly to his body. 


Though her perſuaſions, enforced with 
all the power of female beauty, were alone 
ſufficient to have overcome the ſtrongeſt 
reſolution, yet they received no ſmall rein- 
forcement of ſtrength from the adventures 
of Caleb himſelf, and the ſucceſs which 
that gentleman had met with in the mi- 


niſtry. 


The reverend Mr. Caleb was born in the 


Weſt of England, of poor, but honeſt pa. 
rents, as the learned Ordinaries of New- 
gate uſed formerly to tell us in their ele- 
gant Diſſertations, though thoſe great lu- 
minaries in the Republic of Letters, are 
now unhappily ſilenced; and being a lad 
of ſome parts, and very great cunning, and 
beſides this, of a moſt grave and demure 


aſpect, he was taken as an apprentice, 
2 : without 


; 
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without fee or reward, by an apothecary in 
the town where he lived. In this ſituation 
he behaved himſelf fo diſcreetly, and fre- 
quented the congregations of the godly, 
with fo much punctuality, that at laſt he 
was taken notice of by them. And at 
length, as they found that he had a gift of 
ſnutting his eyes, and opening them again 
by turns; a gift of praying, and a gift of 
preaching, in fuch a manner, that he could 
by no means be underſtood ; which, how- 
ever, in the language of the Tabernacle,. 
is called the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, they 
determined to ſend him to Oxford, to finiſh 
his ſtudies, as they expreſſed themſelves ; 
though in reality, it was to begin them. 


As ſoon as this important ſcheme (we 
mean the ſcheme of beginning his ſtudies) 
was accompliſhed, he took upon him the 
miniſtry, not with any lucrative views, but 
becauſe he had -a call : but whatever the 
motives might be, which induced him to 
attempt this profeſſion, it 1s certain, that 


he 
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he was not long contented with the profits 
of the curacy, which had been provided 
for him, and which, to ſpeak the truth, 
were extremely ſmall. In conſequence of 


this diſcontent, he abruptly threw it up; 


and not readily finding a reception elſe- 
where, he uſed occaſionally to mount on 
benches and logs of wood, in the open 
ſtreets, and in this manner harangue the 
people as they paſſed along. This, how- 
ever, had not the effect which he expected; 
the joke had been too frequently repeated 


already by his predeceſſors ;. and poor Ca- 


leb, inſtead of raiſing any contributions by 
his oratory, had the misfortune generally 
to raiſe a ſhower of ſtones and mud about 


his ears; and. once, as he was opening his 
mouth to the utmoſt of its extent, on ſome 
extraordinary occaſion, a certain wag 


chucked a rotten egg into it, with ſo happy 


a dexterity, that our preacher was in ſome 


danger of being ſilenced far ever. 
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He was ſo much chagrined at this ill 
fucceſs, that he was on the point of aban- 
c doning his miniſtry, when he was. taken. 

notice of by ſome of the religious, and 
appointed to the management of a taber- 
nacle at ſome diſtance from London. Here 
he ſucceeded ſo well, and defied the world 
and the fleſh ſo effectually, by his penances. 
and mortifications, that he was now able 
to expend betwixt three and four hundred 
pounds in furniſhing his houſe; though. 
when he firſt entered on his office of paſtor, 
he had not half as. many ſixpences in his 
pocket. In a ſhort time, Caleb ſecured 
himſelf in the poſſeſſion of his place, and 
the hearts of his hearers. Whenever he 
ſent forth an ejaculation, it was always ac- 
companied by a groan from the audience; 
and whenever he read prayers, the devouter 
part of his congregation always ſaid, God 
bleſs him; nor is it any wonder, that his 
audience ſhould ſigh in concert with him, 


for he continually kept a ſet of grunters 
and groaners, planted. in different parts of 
"a 
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the tabernacle, at his own expence; ag 


puſſers are hired at an auction, and Clap- 
pers the firſt night of a new play. The 
advantages. he received from theſe, and 
other artifices, brought him in a very con- 
ſiderable. income; with which Claſſic was 
ſo well acquainted, that he. found ſome 
ſtrong temptations within him, which ur- 
ged him to take upon. him. the ſame pro- 
feſſion. But ſtrongly as he was tempted, 


he ſtil] had ſome objections to entering on 


this way of life. 


He was not only an utter enemy to al! : 
Kind of hypocriſy and deceit, but he was 


likewiſe ſomewhat doubtful of his own abi- 
lities as a preacher, as any man of common 
ſenſe would have been of ſucceeding, where 
reaſon. is by no means. requiſite towards 
pleaſing a mixed audience. Claſſic's ſer- 
mons were expected to run in the ſame 
ſtrain with Mr. Caleb's; and as. Mr. Ca- 
leb was an exact imitator of that great 
new light, or, rather, that dark lanthorn 


of 


of divinity, Mr. G—ge W. 
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d, Claſſic 
would have found himſelf under a neceſſity 
of imitating that illuſtrious preacher. 


Mr. G—ge 3 on a Good - Friday, 


once began his diſcourſe in the following 


words: One a penny, two a penny, hot 
« croſs buns! Oh, ſhame} Shame! 
** Shame! This has been the trade ever 
e ſince four o'clock this morning: and 
Mr. Caleb, once preaching on the analogy 
betwixt the Old Teſtament and the New, 


addreſſed himſelf to his audience, after 


this ſort : 


« Heads or tails? Man or woman ? Six 
« of hearts or eight of ſpades! So proceed 


* your vile ſinners of the world; your 


is abandoned, your graccleſs, your unre- 
« generate. It is the tols up of a half- 
penny to them, whether there is any 


* annology or no, betwixt the Old Teſta- 
« ment and the New. Ik is fo, indeed; 


* though the words I have juſt read to 
- | (et vou, 
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you, my dear brechren, ſhew, that there 


is an anzolegy, and a ſtrong annology 
too but before I goes any farther, be- 
* fore I penetrates into the hidden depths, 
into the ſecret paths, the hiding places, 
as I may ſay, of my diſcourſe, permit 
me to tell you, that you muſt expect the 
„ plain truth from me, I ſays, as how 1 


% ſhall tell you plain matter of fact. Some 


0 things there are, though, of my own 
private opinion, relating to this text; 
5 but all theſe things I ſhall omit, becauſe 
e they are my own private opinion ; but 
© to go on: I am none of your downy 
& doctors, none of your velvet-mouthed 
“ preachers, none of your high-fed prieſts, 
and though I have a chaiſe and pair, yet 
&« a lady of great quality, out of her great 
“ goodneſs, keeps them for me. But 101 
& ſend you all the right way; I'll keep you 
.* all from Satan and his imps; from all 
« his devils; from his black devils, and 
« his white devils, and his grey hoary de- 
« yils, ſuch devils as Simon Magus had. 

16 Aye, 
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« Aye, his was a grey hoary devil indeed. 
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Now how many devils there are amongſt 
you, I can't tell, can't abſolutely tell; 
but if I may be allowed to gueſs, I be- 
lieve there are ſome of all ſorts; as the 
text ſays, I came not to deſtroy the law 
and the prophets, but to fulfil them. 
Hem, hem, hem; and ſo you think— 
hem; and ſo you think your geod 
works will fave you, do you? Anſwer 
me. Will your good works regenerate 
you? Will your good works make your 
election ſure? Will your good works 
give you grace? Oh! now you feel it; 
now I ſpeak home to your conſciences. 
Ay, you had better grunt and groan, 
and whimper, now, than roll about in 
hell flames and brimſtone to all eternity 
hereafter. Good works! What, you'll 
give your twopences, and your four- 
pences, and your ſixpences, to the poor 
of the pariſh, or the poor about the 

{treets, and they are no better than va- | 


gabonds; and you won't give a ſingle 


(e penny 
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penny towards enlightening that place, 
« I mean this place, though it is a dark 
« winter, where I truſt many have been 
enlightened. Before you obtain the 
kingdom of Heaven, you muſt be re. 
generate; you muſt throw off the filth 
e of the world, and the filth of the fleſli; 
you muſt ſcrub yourſelves with the 
ſcrubbing-bruſh of repentance ; you all 
<« want ſcrubbing, and rubbing, and drub- 
bing, that you do; and I'll ſcrub you, 
and rub you, and drub you. You are 


cc 


* nothing, I tell you, but the guts and 


„garbage of iniquity, the fink of ſin, and 
es the dung-cart of pollution. Oh Lord, 


< thou knoweſt us; thou haſt bought us, 


thou. haſt purcaſcd us; we are een thy 
« own hard. filthy bargain ; ſo take us juſt 
in the pickle we are in, and make us 
& what thou wouldeſt have us be. But 
« come, be of good cheer, here's a word 
* of comfort for you; people ſhan't ſay, 
«* that I preach up damnation ; they ſha'nt 
« ſay that I ſend folks to Bedlam. No, no, 

i on my. 
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* my brethren, here's a word of comfort 


« for you yet. Let your ſins be ever ſo 
« bad; let them be red as ſcarlet, or black 
« as ink, nay, let them be what they will, 
« by the blefling of the Lord, I'll ftand in 
the gap. I am contented, 1 ſay, to ſtand 


in the gap. But then mind this; let us 


e have no more of your twopences to the 


poor of the pariſh, and the poor of the 
_ * ſtreets, and depend upon it, I'll ſtand in 


the gap. Now may the words which 
« you have heard, be conveyed through 
„your outward eye, into your inward un- 


« derſtanding, to the comfort and edifica- 


tion of your dear and precious ſouls, 
* XC, M$. 


This ſermon was preached almoſt verba- 
tim, as we have given it to the reader, one 
ſabbath-day, by the rev. Mr. Caleb, and 
was extremely applauded by his congrega- 
tion, becauſe they could underſtand it; 
but Claſſic, who was unluckily at that time 
one of his hearers, was ſo incenſed at the 

illiterate 
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illiterate and fulſome eulogiums beſtowed 
on this miſerable oration, which, miſerable 
as it is, is ſtill better than what half the 
Methodiſt-preachers in London treat their 
congregations with, that he determined, 
from that moment, to relinquiſh his deſign 
of taking the miniſtry upon him. Having 
come to this reſolution, he took leave of 


his miſtreſs, on pretence of being called to 


town on ſome extraordinary emergency; 
and he would have done the ſame by Caleb, 
had not that gentleman ſo earneſtly inſiſted 
on his ſtaying only three days longer, that 
he could not, with any decency, refuſe 
him. Claſſic's curioſity, too, was ſtrongly 
intereſted in this affair; for Caleb told him, 
that if he would only continue with him 
till that time, he made no doubt of giving 
him a ftrong inſtance of that grace, which 
was in his own heart, and thereby inducing 
him the more readily to imitate ſo great an 
example. | | 
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Our adventurer was at a loſs to divine, 
in what manner this myſtery would termi- 
nate; however, the whole matter was ſoon 


unravelled to him; for Caleb came to him 


one morning, and deſired his attendance at 


the pariſn church, on particular buſineſs, 


before nine o'clock. Oxymel was punctual 
to the appointment; and having entered 
the church, was not a little ſurprized to 
find Mr. Caleb there, attended by his 
friends and advancing towards the altar, 
with a lady of beauty and fortune, whom 
by the dint of pulpit-eloquence, he had 


uſt made a conqueſt of. As ſoon as the 


ceremony was performed, our adventurer, 
and the reſt of the company, retired to Ca- 


leb's houſe. A very elegant dinner was 
provided, and much religious converſation, 


as well as rich wine, was the ſauce to it. 
After the bottle had been puſhed briſkly 
about, Caleb rung the bell for his ſervant, 
and demanded to know, if the poſt- chaiſe, 
which he had ordered, was yet ready. 
Such an unexpected queſtion, threw the 

| | whole 


a 
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whole company into the greateſt ſuſpence, 
but they were ſoon delivered from it; for 
Caleb, riſing from the table, and addreſſing 
himſelf to his gueſts, told them, That 
„ he had choſen them to be witneſſes of 
“ his conduct; and then lifting up his 
hands and eyes towards Heaven, he called 
vpon all good Angels to teſtify, that he 
had not entered on the holy eſtate of ma- 
trimony with any. carnal view; not with 
the view of ſatisfying the fleſh, and the 
Julls thereof, but merely from religious 
and goſpel motives; and in order to con- 
vince the whole world of His extraordinary 
piety, he deſired the company then preſent 
to obſerve, that he had married a lady of 
„ Hfeat beauty, a lady that might even tempt 
an Anchorite; and at the ſame time he de- 
'fired them to take notice, that he intended 
to tear himſelf from her arms, beauteous 
as ſhe was, and to ſet out for London im- 


mediately. I will 2 none occaſion to 


'« the prophane,' quoth he, to talk and 
* Pane at my expence; but on the con- 
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e trary will convince them, that we can. 
e do, as well as ſay, and that we have the 


« ſpirit of G—d within us.“ 


This chaſte reſolution met with the ap- 
plauſe which it deſerved, and indeed every 
one in the room ſeemed perfectly ſatisfied 


with the reaſons. which had been aſſigned 


for ſo extraordinary a conduct, Claſſic and 


the new- married lady excepted. She, in- 
deed, looked remarkably grave upon the 
occaſion; and gave Caleb a look, which 


ought by all means to have kept him at 


home. But this was of little ſervice ; for 
having once more declared, that he woukd 
overcome all temptations, though he did : 
great violence to himſelf, he burſt from, 
the company, darted into the poſt-chaiſe, 
and ſet off for town as faſt as the horſes. 


could carry him. 


As ſoon as Caleb was gone, the bride - 
retired whimpering to her apartment; and 
the company, as is uſual, began to make - 

Vor: II. M obſer. 
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obſervations on what had paſt. Having 
examined into his conduct with the moſt 
exact nicety, they attributed it to generous 
and religious motives; but Claſſic, who 
was better acquainted with mankind, and 
conſequently not ſo eaſtly impoſed on by 
the artifices of deſigning men, attributed 
it to a very different cauſe. He was per- 
ſuaded, that neither religion, nor a regard 
to reputation, had any thing to do in the 
matter; and very juſtly aſſigned this ſud- 
den retreat of Caleb, to a connexion, 
which he knew had ſubſiſted for ſome 
months, between him and his chamber. 
maid. | 


As the divine had ſo ſhamefully deſerted 
bis wife, when her expectations of joy and 
happineſs were raiſed to the higheſt pitch, 
our adventurer .pitied her. condition from 
his ſoul, and curſed the wretch her huſband, 
who had betrayed her into ſo diſagreeable 
a ſituation ; and from the moment that he 
made theſe reflections, he determined not 
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to abandon her in the midſt of her ſorrow, 
but on the contrary, to give ber all the 
conſolation in his power; and as he had 
for ſome time been a member of a {piritual 
congregation, it muſt be allowed that no 
properer perſon could have been found for. 
that purpoſe. 


That this was his intention, we are not 
afraid of declaring; but in what manner 
he proceeded towards the accompliſhment 
of his deſign, we are not yet at liberty to 
diſcloſe. We can now only obſerve, that 
from this fatal reſolution were derived 
thoſe numberleſs calamities, thoſe alarm- 


ing dangers, thoſe hair-breadth 'ſcapes, 


which afterwards befel him in the world, 
and which in due time we ſhall communi- 
cat2 to the public, ſincerely hoping that 
they will ſerve to deter our raſh and un- 
thinking youth from the perſuit of falſe 
and prohibited pleaſures. : 


End of the Second VoLume. 


